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Town Saves Nearly
$500k on Water Projects

Hazen Union:

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK – The town caught
a big break from the state, saving
taxpayers almost a half-million
dollars via a forgiven bond for the
Church Street water infrastructure
upgrade which was installed last
year.
The cost of the bond was approximately $480,000 and the state has
determined that there are enough
unspent funds remaining in a statewide program for this type of work
that there is money available to pay
off Hardwick’s project.
Hardwick was a candidate for the
bond forgiveness as the economic
to qualify for extra help. The town
did a census of its residents’ me-

by Doug McClure
dents, Associate Principal John
Craig, and Principal Jack McCarthy, Saturday marked an end and a
new beginning.
It was a beautiful sunny day. The
Hazen gym was packed with nearly 800 people, but the temperature
remained cool and comfortable.
The Concert Band, under the direction of Mason Mills, played the traditional Elgar processional, Pomp
and Circumstance. The Select Chorus, led by Talan Bryant, sang the
national anthem. Joshua Blake
gave a lively and funny welcome,
introducing the theme of Vermont
heritage.
Introducing the graduates, Associate Principal Craig said “You
should be all be terribly proud of
yourselves. Today, I’m at the end of
my career here at Hazen. I entered
into this wonderful and unique and
weird and cool learning community four years ago, just as you did
as freshmen and during those four
years, much like all of you, I’ve
grown in many ways.”
The senior speakers spoke of
how their time at Hazen had
changed them. Ronan Hill asked
the graduates to remember their
seventh-grade selves.
“We were uncool, we were awkward, we were goofy and we
smelled bad. But we didn’t care.
We were having a good time … we
have changed. We have grown into
a strong, capable group of young
adults, ready for anything life
might throw our way. We never had
to think outside the box because we
never put ourselves in a box in the
Hill closed out his speech with a
quote: “The brave don’t live forever,
but the timid don’t live at all.” He
urged his classmates: “Don’t forget
this place.”
James Tedesco also spoke of how
his years at Hazen changed him.
“During my years at Hazen … I’ve
learned as much from peers as my
teachers.”
Tedesco talked about the events
of recent months, where students
across the country stood up and
found a voice in March for Our
Lives, which he helped organize
at Hazen. He spoke of “a year that
was deadlier for school children
than for service members” and of
“memories of friends who taught us
the meaning of subjects that were
never graded, but were the most
important subjects of all.”
He closed out by saying “The
choices we make will write the
legacy of the Hazen Union class
of 2018, and if we are true to ourselves and our values, these choices will be the wellspring of a newer, better community and a newer,
better world.”
Valedictorian Clara Lew-Smith
also spoke of how much has
changed in the world for this graduating class.
“Since we started school, the US
faced one of the worst economic
recessions since the Great Depression. As the effects of climate
change became increasingly evident, a tsunami engulfed Japan,
earthquakes and slides devastated
southern Asia and hurricane after
hurricane battered the southern
United States. A resurgence of xe-

nophobia has made us question how
far humanity has really come in its
ability to learn from the past.”
She referenced social movements
that have risen to address injustice,
inequality, intolerance, and violence, such as Black Lives Matter,
the Women’s March, and the March
for our Lives, and she stressed that
the young people have a voice, even
if told by older people they don’t.
“Even as young people, we are
being asked to scream for our basic rights if we want any at all. It
is important to remember that this
is not the case. There has always
been injustice… as young people we
are often put in positions of silence.
Other people are making decisions
See HAZEN, 4

CABOT – As faculty and students
entered the Cabot School gymnasium to Elgar’s Pomp and Circumstance played by the school band,
the Class of 2018 was joined by an
alumnus who had 74 for years to receive a diploma.
Winton Walbridge joined the U.S
Navy in 1944, a few months before
he was due to graduate. Vermont
Director of Veterans Affairs Bob
Burke was on hand to present Walbridge with the Vermont Veterans
Medal and the Vermont Distinguished Service Medal, given to
Vermont veterans who served in
combat. Principal Dave Schilling
presented Walbridge with his Cabot
School diploma.
”In recognition of his life of leadership, service and learning, it is
my great honor to recognize him as

communities and we would like to
allocate this to the Town of Hardwick, which will eliminate your
bond altogether,’” Jewett said.
Jewett noted that in his 26 years
of working for the state, he has never experienced the state forgiving a
bond like this before. He said the
town taking the lead helped make
it happen.
“We make efforts to make improvements to the water system on
our own, generally without being
asked to, but we do what they ask,
and we also look at the big picture
and try to make improvements so
that we have good quality water
and good quality infrastructure,”
he said.
Over the years, the town has
See WATER, 3

Craftsbury Academy
Graduates Fourteen
by Hester Fuller

CRAFTSBURY – Under a hot
and cloudless sky on Friday evening, families, teachers and friends
celebrated this year’s class of 14
Craftsbury Academy graduates on
Craftsbury Common.
After a welcome from Class President Esther DeMag, who encouraged all to seek future success on
their own terms, the ceremony be-

Sixteen Graduates,
One Late Diploma
by Will Walters

dian household income and found
that the median household income
is $20,000 less than the median
household income for the state.
“That allowed us to access negative 3 percent [interest rate] funding for the bonds. So, when we went
out to bond for our water projects,
instead of it being a 5 percent or a
10 percent interest for 30 years it
was at negative 3 percent, which is
really a grant,” said Town Manager
Jon Jewett.
He explained that the household
income survey, combined with the
negative 3 percent rate, helped the
state determine to forgive the bond
altogether.
“They said, ‘we have a lot of money left in our budget that we haven’t allocated yet to low-income

a graduate of Cabot High School,
and present Winton E. Walbridge
ma,” Schilling said.
Before introducing the graduates, Schilling noted that he will
be moving on to Danville School,
where he will have 400 new names
to remember. He noted that “ if
I’m going to leave Cabot, I couldn’t
think of a better class to graduate
with than this group.”
seniors when they were in fourth
grade and he was assigned to Cabot
from the Vermont Youth Conservation Corps out of Barre Tech.
Schilling then read a short biography of each of the 16 students.
He noted that “the words that
are about to follow are not my
own. They are the collective voice
of Cabot’s small yet incredibly
See CABOT, 4
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gan with the gift of roses. Seniors
each took blooms from a bucket as
they came down from the stage to
honor individuals in the audience
who had been their stalwart mainstays on the long journey to this
evening.
Returning to their seats, the
graduates heard from classmates
Mackenzie Blaney, Salutatorian,
and Lynn Brown, Valedictorian.
Blaney encouraged risk-taking.
She spoke of her own trip beyond
her personal comfort one – taking
a philosophy course she was afraid
she would fail. She ended up with a
passion for the discipline. “There’s
only one person you will spend the
rest of your life with,” she reminded her classmates. “I suggest you
try to make that person as interesting and desirable as you can.”
Brown spoke with affection
about the group they had become,
describing each member of the
class and highlighting the contribution each individual had made to
the whole.
The class had invited twotime Olympian biathlete Susan
Dunklee, who is also the reigning
national champion in the sprint,
the pursuit and the mass start disciplines of the sport, to be guest
speaker. Dunklee reminded the
body learns as a skier is how to fall
– and how to get up. “Failure is inevitable,” she said. “Learn to pick
yourself up right away and refocus
your efforts.”
Make it a habit, she said, and
you’ll be ready to meet the big
failures that you can’t avoid. She
recounted a painful and powerful
lesson she had learned by failing –
as a friend and a teammate. “How
counseled. “Your past mistakes can
be powerful motivators.”
On behalf of his class, Jesse Gerrow presented Academy administrator and sometime school nurse
Jane Linck with the Friend of Education award, recognizing an individual in or out of school who has
made sustained and important contributions to education and school
life in Craftsbury.
Scholarship awards and other
recognition were then bestowed,
and diplomas, too. Principal Merri Greenia reminded the audience
that U.S. News and World Report
recently ranked Craftsbury Acadethe state, meriting a silver medal
for exceeding performance expectations. She then led the group in
And so the class of 2018 was
Its members are: Krister Barclay,
Mackenzie Blaney, Alden Blue,
Lynn Brown, Esther Demag, Jesse
Gerrow, Patrick Lacasse, Hunter
Lanphere, Sarah Levy, Delaney
Loubier, Liam Peck, Eli Poisson,
Theron Strong and Phoebe Sweet.
The awards always conclude
with the presentation of the
See CRAFTSBURY, 9

Grads Off to a Good Start
by Will Walters
MARSHFIELD – Twenty six stuUnion School gymnasium Saturday.
Collectively, the class has earned
$256,142 in scholarships, grants
Principal Mark Mooney began
the recognition of students in the
personal awards category by asking
students to stand up if he gave a
shout out that applied to them. He
has always found a category that
could make someone stand.
Who made the Honor Roll? Who
attended the Winooski Valley Music Festival? Played soccer? Looked
out for little brothers? Had art displayed in the Congressional Art
Exhibit.? Other categories included Procrastinators Club (everyone
stood up), three-sport athletes,
those who took early college courses at Norwich University, volunteer

Guard basic training in the summer, who is graduating with your
cousin, those who will study cosmetology, electrical, culinary or emergency medical services.
In addition to the more formal
“who went to Paris in the spring?”
and “who took a renaissance project to study Korean?”, there were
the traditional in-house categories
of “who laughed at all of my jokes?”
“who stole candy from Assistant
Principal Bob Gulardo’s dish?” and
“who received a prom proposal?”
Tessa Brimblecombe gave her
valedictory speech while salutatorian Sadie Fischbeck signed it to the
audience in sign language. Brimblecombe congratulated the class
members and said “thank you to all
the people who created a community here for our class. The support
that I’ve been given and the community that my class has become

Market Planned
by Doug McClure
HARDWICK – The June 7 Hardwick Select Board Meeting dealt
with many subjects, including
plans for a Main Street Farmers’
Market and a presentation on the
new youth cafe.
Hardwick
Farmers’
Market
Manager Carey Crozier said one
impetus for a Main Street Market
was slowdowns in the First Friday
events.
“I’ve met with a couple of folks
that organized First Fridays in the
past, and they weren’t sure if they
were going to do it every Friday, but
they might do an event,” said Crozier.
She said the Farmers’ Market is
trying to host more events this year.
“We are trying to generate some
enthusiasm that has been waning.
We wanted to reach some people
that don’t automatically come to

the [Farmers’] Market every week,
and thought it might be fun to have
vendors downtown. We have twenmore than First Friday has attracted in the past.”
Crozier said she wants to keep
the Main Street Market focused
on the businesses from downtown,
even if it isn’t possible to shut Main
Street itself off for safety reasons.
between a Farmers’ Market downtown and village businesses, with
curious if there would be an issue
with alcohol consumption in public.
Town manager Jon Jewett said
the town has no ordinance about
open containers in public, with the
obvious caveat that consumption is
restricted to those 21 or older.
See MARKET, 9
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give this speech.”
in kindergarten she had to give a
speech in front of a crowd of strangers, but was too scared and her
mom read it for her. The same happened at eighth grade graduation.
“I hoped my reluctance would make
my teachers change their mind, but
this was not the case.” She said for
this graduation she had a choice
but due to the support of the school
community, she was able to give
her speech.
She said some of the class have
been together since preschool and
although Isaiah Browman transferred to Spaulding where he will
graduate next week, he came back
to speak and to show he is still part
“of our memories and experiences
and therefore our community withCommunity, support, family and
tions in small school Vermont graduation exercises, a tribute to the
socializing process a small school
can create.
really counts,” said Brimblecombe.
She recounted a canoe trip, which
the class was told would be drama-free. That part didn’t hold. She
said what can you expect when you
put a bunch of eighth graders on an
island and have them work together?
One of the moments that brought
the class together was when they
made pancakes and Mrs. McNaughton had mixed up the cooking oil
with the shampoo. The bubbles in
the batter gave that one away but
it left one of them washing her hair
with cooking oil.
Winter Carnival helped build up
that community when it was decided that as freshmen they would
dance to “We’re All in this Together”, something the Procrastinators
Class waited until the last minute
to prepare.
“Despite our procrastination, we
pulled together a fairly good performance (for a group of high schoolers) and although a bunch of high
See TWINFIELD, 8

