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Porter Brook
Nature Trail
Opens to Public

by June Pichel Cook

GREENSBORO — The Porter
Brook trail traverses wetlands
on the 76-acre Highland Lodge
property that was conserved with
the Vermont Land Trust in 2016

feidi Lauren Duke,
CEO of the Highland Lodge, cel”
ebrated the formal signing of an
easement_agreement that guar-
antees public access to the trail in
perpetuity.

“The trail has undergone  res-

toration and is now open for the
lished 20

self-guided n:
developed by Cheryl Ecklund in
lows a cross-country ski
. The Smiths, former owners
of the Highland Lodge, had creat-
ed the o crose-country 3 ski trail in
the early 19
Gray waid the tail had fallen
into disrepair and was closed.
Through the efforts of Duke,
ee TRAIL, 7
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Lakeview Board
Wrestles with
State Act 46

by Hester Fuller

GREENSBORO - The Lakev-
iew School Board devoted most

dress the Agency of Education’s
draft i ‘hool

ed - as part of the proposal devel-
opment process.

Presently, OSSU member dis-
tricts share complex, intertwined
relationships, combining  choice
in some districts at some levels,

(Craftsbury) and

governance consolidation under
Act 46. Lakeview is a subscriber
to the proposal for an alterna-
tive structure filed jointly by the
several members of the Orleans
Southwest Supervisory Union
(©s:

he agency’s response to this
proposal, issued June 1, is ambig-
uous.
First, although subscribing dis-

tricts (Hazen, Lakeview and their
member districts), to Craftsbury,
and to Wolcott.

Second, while the agency is
not recommending merger_for
any member district at this time,
they do suggest the entire OSSU
might be eliminated and its mem-
bers reassigned to other supervi-
sory unions. The suggestion ap-
pears an the next-to-lnst poge of

188- page report,
Specifically, e agency sug-

assigned o Orleans
Wolcott to Lamoille South; and

Hazen Union, Lakeview Union
and their member_districts to
Caledonia Central. At least some
of these ideas have already been
vigorously explored — and reject-

hoto by Vanessa Fournier

A play siucturs and leyground was dedicated June 22 a the Gafstuy Publc Lary, Mot for the project was
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While State Regulations Drive Up Sand
Prices, Town Getting Good Deals

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK - Each winter,
once the roads get snowy and icy,
the town road crew trucks plow
the snow and disperse sand and
salt to help mitigate the slippery
surface.

Over the years, sand prices
have been going up, which means
town budgets must increase. Ac-
cording to Statista.com, the av-
erage price for sand from 2007 to
2017 has gone up from $7.06 to
$8.70 per metric tonne.

According to t

Jewett said that some towns have
had shortages and were forced to
shop around to mitigate rising
prices.

With Vermont’s Clean Water
Act and efforts to stop unwanted
materials from draining into the
state’s streams, brooks, and larg-
er lakes, the standards for clean
sand are tougher than they used

e

“The standards contained in
the new storm water permit that
Vermont towns need to comply
with are meant to reduce exosion

of st d to re-

Jon
Jewett, Hardwick goes through
around 4,000 cubic yards in a typ-
ical winter, for a cost of $24,000.
That comes to about $6 per cubic
yard, a price that has held steady
over recent years. The sand is
purchased from local providers
Dennis Demers and Ken Davis.

e phosphorus loading to Lake
Champlain,” Jewett wrote in an
email. “Towns put a lot of sand on
their roads during the course of a
winter.”

He said that the sand has too
much fine material; that’s how
the local waterways get contam-

inated.

“If the Town uses silty sand,
the silt is lighter and can be more
easily carried in spring runoff to
streams,” he wrote. “Sand that
has a higher level of coarse ma-
terial will tend to stay on the
road better and is less likely to be
washed into streams.”

He added that the town has
noticed that during the winter
the sand gets plowed into ditch-
es during snow storms and over
time it can fill in the culverts and
ultimately lead to stream contam-
ination.

Testing the quality of sand has
become a norm in the shopping
process.

“The Town of Hardwick initi-
ated sand sieve standards last
year to help ensure that we get

See DEALS, 6

participation by several towns in

ne or both of the Union School
Districts (Lakeview and Hazen).
The joint proposal for an Alter-
native Structure under the

the variod needs and aspirations
of students.

In less than a month, districts
in the OSSU have an opportuni-
ty to tell the board how they feel
about the Agency’s recommenda-
tions at a regional hearing sched-
uled for Wednesday, July 18, in

o respond to the recommenda-
tio
SSU Superintendent Joann
LBl reparted tothe Lakoview
tha as been advised

ct 46 is intended to accnmphsh
and offered the view that this is a
point the districts might wish to
stress in their comments to the
Bo:

The Board of Education will
issue final orders, binding on all
districts in the state, this Novem-
ber.

ott:Woodbury
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More Bear Sightings
Raise Safety Concerns

by Michael Bi
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lation in bear activity.

Sugaring Operation
Draws Public Concern

by Will Walters

MARSHFIELD - The sugaring
operation that has recently been
built along Route 2 and has creat-
ed a bit of curiosity in town over
its scope. The sugaring operation
covers 2,200 acres and runs sap
Tines almost two miles through
the woods to a sugar bush on
Drew Mountain.

operation came up at the
recent select board meeting, but
there was divide over whether the

operations are exempt from local
review and there was no need for
a local permit. He said sugaring
is considered agriculture, regard-
Tess of size.

The operation crosses the rail-
road bed and there is some au-
thority, said Jon Groveman, be-

cause the operations is using the
town’s right of way. Chair Chris
Martin said the railroad bed is
private property and the issue
will be clarified in the fatnre.
‘Groveman said the operation is
large for a small town and he and
others have concern about part
of it going through an area that
has been available for recreation-
al use by the town residents. He
said the prior logging operations
have not not interfered with that
use. He said it has been a peace-
ful recreational area and the sug-
aring project has changed that.
Groveman explained his back-
ground at the Agency of Natural
Resources, where he was_chair
of the natural resources board.
He is currently with the Vermont
Natural _Resources Council, a
non-profit organization. He said
See SUGARING, 7

Foger Waible, 78, (center) of Greensboro was acknowiedged
for being a firefighter for 50 years. He

hoto by Vanessa Fournier
on June 21

was laques from

Greensboro Fire Chisf Dave Brochu ((eft) and Hardwick Fire Chiet Tom Fadden

(righy). Roger has

served n five different departments and serves in the
Greensboro and Hardwick Fire Departments.

More and more during the
summer, we are i full-co
here a the depariment,” R
said, “Our wardens, our bear biol-
ogist, they are spending a ton of
time on this. I actually mugm in
a half-time intern from U
er whle time has been Ispont]
dealing with bear conflicts.”
o Fish and Wild-
life Depariment estimates, there
're 5,500 bears in the state
of 2017, which Rodgers called a
“robust and healthy” population.
o

o
gen.mg shoL when they are bxenkr
mmg llke mhau bt also o gt hit

Rodgors said one of the m
common ftoms that hears will rm
after is a bird feeder.

“We typically refer to bird feed
as the gateway drug for bms, he
said. “It is most bears’ firs
duction to food that has been
Vided to them by hummans, 8o 10s
frustrating to hear people are still
feeding bears outside the winter
months.”

Cassandra

Hemenway, out-

Vermont Fish & Wildife

reach manager for the cemral
Vermont mh jaste Manage-

he state un-
less they become aggressive, and
f their food s are taken

vmwlmg around in the -
er '.hnn at looks natural, take
some

not where it wants to be.

Independence Day
Activities Set

by Will Walters

CABOT — The Independence
Day parade will kick offat 11 a.m.
in the village on July 4, starting
at the fire station. Anyone who
wants to drive a float, march in
the parade, ride farm equipment
o fust whistle o happy tuns can
get in line. Musical grou
Honte ane coperially welcome this

g
2

parade started about

up through the 1970s. She not-
ed that beef was used in the
first barbeque and that all the
others since then have used
chicken

The Masons will have their an-
nual sausage cookout at the Ma-
sonic Hall yard, where food will
be for sale to the public.

A large rummage sale in the
school gymnasium will be held

%
:

he
orgamzed axchlve d\splnys The
work has been an ongoing project
fm the past fow year:

ends mhe Library wil

st o ableson the Tt Tawn

of the Willey Bmldmg for a book
sale. It is the major fund raiser
of the year for the Friends orga-
nization.
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In Towns,

SENIORS PROCRAM
PRESENTS CHALLENGES

InSports, /10

Harpwick MeN’s
Soccer CLus Earns Tie




