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Christine Hallquist Plans to 
Focus on Rural Vermont

Hazen Welcomes Incoming 7th and 9th Graders

Governor Phil Scott Thinks 
Outside Chittenden County

Wolcott Select Board Tackles 
Untruss-worthy Bridge

No One Shows Up for 
Yellow Barn Hearing

Vermont Gubernatorial 
Candidates Outline Priorities

by Doug McClure

MORRISTOWN – Christine 
Hallquist is gearing up for the 
general election. Statewide, she 
carried the primary by nearly 

numbers; in the towns covered 
by the Gazette, her totals ranged 
from 45-71%. She spoke with the 
Gazette about her focus on revi-
talizing rural Vermont and eco-
nomic development.

“Let me ask you a question,” 
she said. “Do you want to be hav-

-
ing over the scraps [of food] on 
the table for rest of your life? Or 
would you rather put someone in 
place who’s gonna grow your wag-
es and provide more jobs? I’ve got 
a demonstrated record.”

Before her run, Hallquist was 
CEO of Vermont Electric Co-Op 
(VEC) for over a decade. Under 
her leadership, VEC went from 
nearly foundering to an A+  rat-
ing from Standard & Poor’s.

“One of the things I’m focusing 
on is rural economic development, 
which includes connecting every 

-
tic cable,” she said. “Not only do I 
believe, I know, that’s going to re-
verse the problems [of the NEK]. 
What’s happening here is like the 
1930s, where the cities had elec-
tricity and rural towns didn’t.”

She is referencing the elec-

during the early 20th century. As 
state-regulated utilities, she said 
the electric companies have to do 
what the state tells them to. In 
this case, she will have the util-

electrical infrastructure and sell 
broadband providers access to 

“ [The internet providers] don’t 
want [to build] that infrastruc-
ture at all,” she said. “They’re los-
ing money on it.”

-
ty-year loans on infrastructure, 
unlike internet providers which, 
she said, answers a question 
about how such a project could be 
paid for. 

Hallquist said that having the 
broadband connectivity to the 
NEK will do more than encourage 
economic development; it may im-
pact whether young people decide 
to stay in or move to rural Ver-
mont.

“Who the hell, what young per-
son, would move to rural Vermont 
if they can’t get connected [to 
the internet]?” she asked. “If you 
want to bring young people and 
businesses to rural areas, you’ve 

Asked about Act 46, Hallquist 
said it had gone as far as it could 
go and she is not convinced it was 
the advertised solution. She felt 
on the subject of education, and a 
host of other issues, local control 
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MONTPELIER – Governor Phil 
Scott is seeking a second term as 
Vermont’s Republican Governor. 
This reporter interviewed Scott 
at the Pavilion in Montpelier.

The governor discussed what 
he views as his priorities if 
re-elected and how he views his 
tenure as governor so far. Scott 
had faced a  primary challenge, 
but with his clear victory the elec-
tion now becomes a referendum 
on what Scott has accomplished.

“Some of the challenges we 
faced two years ago are still 
here,” he said. “The guiding 
principles for my administration 
[have been] to grow the economy, 
make Vermont more affordable, 
and protect the most vulnerable.”

For much of the interview, Scott 
brought up the “other thirteen 
counties” outside of Chittenden 
County and how, based on these 
areas’ economic and other chal-
lenges, the effect of Vermont’s key 

that the state has an aging popu-
lation  and is having trouble at-
tracting younger people. The cur-
rent trends have led to declining 
enrollment in schools, a shrink-
ing workforce, and increased 
healthcare costs.

“We’re the second oldest state 
[in terms of residents’ age]. That’s 
why we have to focus on growing 
the economy and trying to bring 
more young people into the state. 
Everything is tied to our popula-
tion’s demographics.”

“There are jobs available,” said 
Scott. “We just don’t have people 

Scott said that if he is re-elect-

“We’ve heard the screams of re-

“We [the state] have been able 
to live within those means and 

sends a powerful message to Ver-
monters, as well as to those look-
ing to do business here.”

Scott mentioned that Vermont 
Electric Power Company (VEL-

be used to light up the NEK with 
broadband. According to Scott, 
AT&T is working with a technol-

-
terior of utility lines.

Scott does not support a legis-
lated $15/hour minimum wage. 
He said especially in eastern 
Vermont, where businesses are 
competing with New Hampshire, 
which uses the federal minimum 

would be detrimental.
“If we raise the minimum 

wage, it’s going to put a certain 
sector of businesses out of busi-

-
es will just [cause] the cost of liv-

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK – A warned hear-
ing on the Yellow Barn project 
did not attract a single attendee. 

members and a representative of 
the Northern Vermont Develop-
ment Association (NVDA) showed 
up for the meeting.

complicated, but the consequenc-

voted to apply for a $1 million 
grant. Town Manager Jon Jewett 
drew a simple diagram of where 
the money would come.

“Primarily what we’re trying to 
do is to take a piece of property 
that has a lot of historic value to 
this town but also by its nature 
as a huge barn is like a gateway 
to this town and a gateway to the 
agricultural economy that we 

to maintain that barn and pre-
serve it, but we also want to take 
some compatible uses from that 
barn and build the economy in 
the town, by either growing busi-
nesses in town or creating new 
businesses and helping business-

Caledonia Spirits is a four-and-
a-half million dollar company 
that is leaving the town of Hard-

place that was cost-effective and 
a good location that would allow 
them to grow and develop. They 

left, they’re going to Montpelier. 
Montpelier’s investing over a mil-
lion dollars to get Caledonia Spir-
its and keep them there. A group 
of us looked at this yellow barn 
and said this is a great opportu-
nity to make use of this.”

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK – For the second 
successive year, Hazen held an 
open house for its incoming 7th 
and 9th grade classes with a prin-
cipal just as new as the kids com-
ing in.

New principal David Perrigo, 
formerly of Sizer School in Mas-
sachusetts, was on hand to greet 
the kids.

The boogie boards were still 
stuffed into the back of the car of 
one family that arrived and it was 
all of twenty minutes before those 
were forgotten and the students 
were talking to band teacher Jen 
O’Neal.

“I’ve never seen behind the cur-
tain,” said one kid, referencing 
the array of instruments kept out 
of sight for shows.

Kay Freedy and World Lan-
guages teacher Anja Pfefffer were 
very interested in their students 

“We have some big plans and 
hopes in the language depart-
ment, maybe building some im-
mersion,” said Freedy. “We are 

Immersion means putting stu-
dents in an environment where 
they  need to use the language all 
the time, similar to being deposit-
ed in a foreign city.

Pfeffer’s native language is Rus-
sian, which is a course she hopes 
Hazen might offer. She currently 
teaches German and French. She 
is from Leipzig, Germany, and 
spoke of her love for languages 
and her hometown.

Incoming seventh-grader Ty-
ler Hopkins was interested in 
Spanish and his younger brother 
asked: “How do you learn a lan-
guage? Is it on paper?”

Freedy responded by say-
ing it was a lot more than that. 

See INCOMING, 7

is needed to achieve good results. 
Hallquist spoke about the $15/

hour minimum wage that has 
been a divisive subject in Ver-
mont politics for the past year and 
said people are thinking about it 
too narrowly and using unsound 
metrics. One part of her new plan 
is measuring economic success by 
how well the bottom 20% is doing 

“The working class hasn’t re-
ceived a raise in forty years,” she 
said. “If we just adjusted the min-
imum wage from the late 1960s, 
it’d be $22 an hour right now. Ev-
erybody needs to rise up on this 
one. I tell this to young people be-
cause they don’t understand they 
don’t need to live this way. Until 
we get to the point where people 
have a living wage and we have 
Medicare for All, we’re going to 
have to subsidize.”

When asked what she would 
say to a small business owner 
who couldn’t support paying em-
ployees that much, Hallquist said 
“Moving to a living wage and im-
proved Medicare is a question of 
being a civilized society. We’re 

going to grow businesses. It’s not 
like we’re gonna solve this thing 
overnight, it may be a ten-year 
path, but people should be hiring 
leaders that will have a vision 
that goes beyond that.”

On the subject of the opioid cri-
sis, Hallquist adopts a CEO’s per-

approaches have failed.
“We’ve spent a trillion dollars 

on drugs, and we haven’t changed 
drug use at all. We’ve incarcerat-
ed people, we’ve broken up fami-
lies, we’ve attacked marginalized 
communities, so that’s a failed 
model.”

When it comes to the contro-
versial issue of the new gun laws, 
she said “Anything about re-
moving weapons from somebody 
who’s a danger to themselves and 
others… that’s called common 
sense.”

ing to increase. Wages are coming 
up with demand. I don’t know a 
single business owner that pays 
minimum wage.”

Scott inherited Act 46 from pre-
vious administrations.

”I was encouraged to see that 
they were grappling with the 
problem. Small schools are im-
portant –  if they can deliver a 
high quality education to our kids 
at a cost that we can afford. We 
can’t lose that.

“We have to accept that we 
have to do things differently. It’s 

-
versations, because it’s emotional 
for many. But we have to  think 
about how we can do this more 

the quality of education that kids 
deserve.”

Healthcare is an area where 
Scott’s administration has pio-
neered a new approach, he said. 
He said his focus is on “all-payer.”

“Instead of fee-for-service, we 
would like to see treating the pa-
tient holistically, more about pre-
vention, instead of [charging] for 
every single procedure. We start-
ed a pilot project with Medicaid in 
order to do this. We’ve had some 

distant past with single-payer, so 
we need to do something differ-
ent.”

When asked about the impact 
of opioids, Scott pointed to the 
developing “hub and spoke” treat-
ment model that the state has 
deployed under his watch. Un-
der this plan, major towns such 

treatment options and small-
er clinics, such as the Hardwick 
Area Health Center, have enough 
for patients who have graduated 
past the need for major interven-
tion. Scott said it is being used as 
a model by California.

He does support the state’s nee-

the idea of safe injection sites 
“counter-intuitive.” 

While Scott supported marijua-
na legalization for recreational 

See SCOTT, 7
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WOLCOTT – At a special Au-
gust 22 select board meeting, 
board members received a wealth 
of information from three VTrans 
representatives with different 
specialties, Rob Moore of the 
Lamoille County Planning Com-
mission (LCPC) and East Engi-
neering’s Tyler Billingsley, P.E., 
about what to do regarding bridge 
#6, which the state closed after 
cracks and serious deterioration 
were found. The range of options 
is wide, as are the costs and time 
frames — but potentially so are 
the opportunities.

“We’re a young board,” said se-
lect board chair Eric Furs. “We 
haven’t had to deal with a failed 
bridge.”

Furs is a VTrans employee, 
but said things are very differ-
ent when approaching a problem 
bridge as a select board member. 

The town could select from 

some or several options for solu-
tions: a temporary bridge built 
over the failed pony truss bridge, 
a temporary bridge that would re-
place the structure, a permanent 
bridge, or abandoning the current 

with the Flat Iron Road path into 
the village.

Funding could either be com-
pletely through town resources, 
in co-operation with the state, 
or in co-operation with both the 
state and federal sources, such 
as the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA). VTrans 
detailed the options.

priority must be “protecting the 
public.” Not all the required signs 
on Highway 15 are up yet. The 
concern is a motorist might steer 
off of the highway at speed and 
slam into the concrete barricades 
blocking the bridge.

Board member Kimberly Grav-
el said, and the other board mem-

“I think it’s going to be a huge 

bridge,” said Gravel. “People have 
said we need this bridge open.”

With the School Street bridge 
shut, the only egress from the vil-
lage is Flat Iron Road, which is 
partially a dirt road and largely 

hit, Wolcott village’s emergen-
cy services, garage, and citizens 
would be stranded and unable to 
help if needed elsewhere in Wol-
cott.

Moore said a temporary bridge 

option. VTrans has temporary 
bridges to rent. With a temporary 
bridge, the options would be to 
build it slightly above and inside 

preclude any reconstruction or re-
pairs to that bridge and carry un-
known risks given the state of  

See BRIDGE, 7


