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by Doug McClure

STANNARD – For about 90 
minutes on the snowy, rainy night 
of November 3, the population of 
Stannard nearly doubled in size as 
an enthusiastic audience packed 
the Stannard Town Hall to hear 
from U.S. Senator Bernie Sand-
ers (I), U.S. Representative Peter 
Welch (D), Lt. Governor David 
Zuckerman (P/D-Vermont), gu-
bernatorial candidate Christine 
Hallquist (D), Rep. Chip Troiano 
(D-Caledonia-2) of Stannard, and 
Sen. Jane Kitchel (D-Caledonia) 
of Danville. 

Asked why organizers picked 
Stannard for such an event, 
Sanders’ operations director Kris-
ta Harness said “It’s all Bernie.”

All of the speakers emphasized 
the importance of healthcare, a 
fair minimum wage and the other 
positions common in Democratic/
Progressive platforms.

The speakers focused on broad-
er themes, as well: injustice, rac-
ism, civility, and threats to de-
mocracy. All urged people to help 
get out the vote. Most speakers 
drew a correlation between Presi-
dent Trump’s attacks on minority 
groups to a rise in hate crimes, 
incidents of violence against mi-
norities, and a general lack of ci-
vility in political discourse.

Hallquist, who has gained na-

transgender candidate for gover-
nor, focused on issues important 
to Vermonters.

“From 2007 to 2017, there were 
9,200 jobs created in Chittenden 
County, but the rest of the state 
lost 3,500 jobs.”

-
ber-optic expansion of internet 
services to rural Vermont and 
noted that the working class has 

low unemployment rates.
Sanders’ speech was closer to a 

part of Sanders’ Vermont origin 
story. He moved here in 1968 with 
his then-girlfriend, Susan Mott, 
and lived in Stannard until 1971. 
He included a few anecdotes 
about his time living in Stannard. 

“I was thinking about those 
days, and it’s been such a long 
time,” said Sanders. “And I was 
thinking, thank God a lot of that 
isn’t public what was going on in 

ago,” which drew laughter from 
the crowd. 

Sanders brought up a sto-
ry about his car freezing to the 
ground.

“It was so cold that the tires 
actually froze to the ground. The 
engine turned over and every-
thing, but it wouldn’t move.”

He brought up a town worker 
and family friend, Roscoe Allen.

“He would invite us over and 
he took the battery from the old 
town plow, which must have been 
from 1800, out of the plow and he 
put it in his oven. And I thought I 
was going nuts, ‘what is he going 
to do with that?’ But it’s what you 
do, is you put the battery in the 
oven with the pilot light on, he 

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK – At its monthly 
meeting, the Orleans Southwest 
Supervisory Union (OSSU) strug-
gled to come up with a meaningful 
budget interpretation in response 
to the State Board of Education’s 
(BOE) October 29 announcement 
that the administrative side of 
Greensboro, Hardwick, Lakeview 
Union, Stannard, Woodbury, and 
Wolcott should be merged. Spe-
cial education was also discussed 
in detail, and LeBlanc announced 
her upcoming retirement.

Budgets and Taxes
In a followup interview, Super-

intendent Joanne LeBlanc said 
the sudden inclusion of Lakeview, 
Greensboro, and Stannard into 
the merger was a surprise to the 
OSSU and not something the su-
pervisory union had modeled in 
its draft budget. She said that at 
the October 29 BOE meeting she 
had to explain the organization 
to the BOE and realized just how 
confused the board was.

“I had talked to Donna Rus-
so-Savage [Principal Assistant 
the Secretary of Education] earli-

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK – Bethany Dunbar 
of the Centers for an Agricultural 
Economy (CAE) announced a new 
$10,000 Recreational Facilities 
Grant from the State of Vermont 

Atkins Field and transforming it 
into a vibrant community space.

She said that the project’s 
budget was based on getting the 
grant, but that actually receiving 
it was a new experience.

“I’ve seen tons of photos of peo-
ple holding these big Styrofoam 
checks,” she said. “It was strange 
to actually be the one in the pho-
to.”

The grant is part of Phase One 
of the Atkins Field project. Of the 
$244,000 needed, all but $32,730 
has been raised. Dunbar said a 
lot  of changes have already been 
made to the property, from trails 
to expanded community gardens 
to a bicycle pump track “the kids 
love.”

She said an important change 
is how schools are starting to use 
Atkins Field as a part of their 
outdoor classroom curricula. At 
the start of the 2018-2019 school 

by Michael Bielawski

WOODBURY – Late last Tues-

homes on Bliss Road in Woodbury. 
After extinguishing both blazes, 

-
der victim in each building.

The Vermont State Police were 
called in and, after a prelimi-
nary investigation, the Vermont 

announced that it had positively 

Bliss Road as David Thompson, 
48.

“An autopsy at the Medical Ex-
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Project Gets 
State Grant

year, the CAE showed Atkins 
Field to a group of new teachers 
as a part of an introduction to the 
unique opportunities Hardwick 
has for education.

“At Hardwick Elementary 
School, we seek to weave science, 
history, nutrition, farming, liter-
acy, and math together to create 
inspirational experiences for our 
children. The children envisioned 
some sort of shelter where they 
could continue their work out-
doors. It’s exciting to hear that 
this may become a reality!” said 
fourth-grade teacher Suzanne 
Bader.

Dunbar said the CAE hopes to 
-

and then move on to the next 
phase by early 2019.  While large 
amounts of funding have come 
from state and federal sources, a 

-
ing is from area residents who 
believe in the project and want to 
see it succeed.

“We had some family founda-
tions donating money, and some 

said Dunbar. “They are private 

Town Hall in 
Stannard Features 
Candidates

wasn’t cooking it, it’s how he kept 
it from freezing.”

Sanders spoke of snow piled so 
high that driving down Stannard 
Mountain Road was like driving 
in a tunnel.

“It was a learning experience. 
I learned that in a small town 
everybody becomes dependent 
on each other and that is a good 
thing. That sense of community 
is something that we cherish and 
have got to build upon.

“The truth is, without exagger-
ating, is this is the most import-
ant midterm election in our life-
times.”

Sanders cited the Town Meet-
ing system of Vermont, “one 
person, one vote” as a model for 
“what this country is supposed to 
be about.”

All the other speakers echoed 
his sentiments about the value of 
community, the importance of the 
vote and this vote in particular.

Zuckerman said “We thrive em-
bracing diversity and we have the 
diversity of thought, the diversity 
of experience, and we thrive when 
we stand together, so thank you 
for standing very, very closely to-
gether,” a reference to the shoul-
der-to-shoulder crowd, which got 
laughs and applause.

Troiano, who has lived in Stan-
nard since 1972, spoke of the im-
portance of “Vermont, and a na-
tion, that works for all us, not just 
a few,” and of the need for univer-
sal healthcare and affordability 
for young people to stay, live, and 
work in Vermont’s communities.

by Will Walters

BERLIN – Central Vermont In-
ternet (CVI), a communications 
union district, will be holding a 
public hearing on Nov. 13 at 6 
p.m. in the Berlin Elementary 
school. The hearing will be to act 

operations, which will be in 2019.
CVI came into existence when 

14 central Vermont towns voted 
at Town Meeting in 2018 to cre-
ate the communications munici-
pality. In addition to the original 
14 member towns, Cabot and Or-
ange applied to be members. The 
membership now encompasses 

in the central Vermont region and 
includes Cabot, Calais, Woodbury, 

the cause of death to be multiple 
gunshot wounds, and the manner 
of death is homicide,” the state 
police report reads.

The victim found at 715 Bliss 

Fradette, 29. The state police 

homicide via “blunt impact and a 
gunshot wound.”

Two pit bulls were also killed 
by gunshots. A third escaped to 
a neighbor’s house, but had to be 
put down due to its injuries.

Woodbury Town Fire Chief Paul 
Cerutti said the crime scene was 
being handled by the state police.

“They’ve got their crime scene 
team up there doing their thing,” 
he said.

-
rived at the scene, they initially 

“About 11:10, we responded 

said. “And when we got there, we 
-

“When we were extinguishing 

20 minutes after we got there, I 
noticed smoke coming out of the 
building next door.”

-
ment was able to successfully 

when they discovered there was 
one body in each building. He 
said that at that point they called 

the Division of Public Safety Fire 
Investigation Unit, which re-
sponded to the scene, followed by 
the Vermont State Police Crime 
Scene Search Team and Major 
Crimes Unit.

Cerutti said that the houses are 
a few hundred feet apart and that 

-
ond one.

Several neighbors shared de-
tails about the incident, but did 
not want their names used due to 
the violent nature of the crimes.

Gunshots were reportedly 
heard by those living nearby. 
One neighbor allegedly saw two 
“nice looking” light-colored se-
dans parked at the property 
around the time of the incident, 
which the witness did not recog-
nize as vehicles belonging to lo-
cal residents.

At previous Woodbury Select 
Board meetings, neighbors and 
the state police had become en-
gaged in discussions about how 
to make the community safer, 
especially since state police are 
limited in their ability to re-
spond. The police representative 
at the select board meeting ac-
knowledged that their ability to 
patrol the area was limited by re-
source constraints, but that com-
munity members should always 
report crimes.

The Vermont State Police is 
asking anyone with information 
about the incident to contact the 
Middlesex barracks at (802) 229-
9191.

Budget for Internet 
Organization Set
for Public Hearing

Confusion Creates 
OSSU Frustration

 
Gazette went to press. For detailed Vermont election results, 
please visit  vtelectionresults.sec.state.vt.us.

er that morning and said ‘so what 
happens to Greensboro?’ And 
she’s like, ‘oh my gosh, we forgot 
all about the Greensboro District.’ 
It took a couple of rounds to get 
that clear and then they didn’t 
know how to write the motion. So 
they had to take a recess to write 
the motion. It was kind of comical 
in a lot of ways.”

-
cations for the merger are still 
unclear, but said the OSSU has 
already been consolidating oper-
ations where possible for years, 
including the single largest line-
item: special education. 

Hardwick Town School Board 
Chair Jennifer Fliegelman ex-
pressed concern at the new bud-
get numbers, even if they are not 
yet completely accurate.

“We’re never going to be able 
to get a budget passed with these 
numbers,” said Fliegelman.

At the OSSU meeting, resi-
dent Orise Ainsworth expressed 
her own confusion over what the 
merger might mean for residents 
in terms of taxes, which LeB-

See OSSU, 5

See FIELD, 2

internet access is the purpose and 
goal of CVI. It will be working on 

service in areas within member 
towns that have limited internet 
speeds due to a lack of infrastruc-
ture or service offered by for-prof-

-
ganization and will be able to 
offer service where it is not eco-
nomically viable for commercial 
providers.

CVI’s governing board recently 
adopted a statement of purpose: 
“We envision a high-speed digital 

-
ly, growing the regional economy 
and broadening digital opportuni-
ties for people of all ages, means, 
and interests, thereby enriching 
the public and private lives of our 
residents.”

The group intends to change its 
name from CVI as CVFiber.

Construction of the infrastruc-
ture is expected to begin in 2020 
after a survey is conducted in 
the 16 towns to determine the 

See INTERNET, 5


