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by Doug McClure

WOLCOTT–The effects of the 
Halloween storm dominated the 
discussion at the November 6 
Wolcott Select Board meeting. 

damage to property and infra-
structure, and road commis-
sioner Lucien Gravel was com-
mended for the road crew’s quick 
response. 

Estimates for damage repair 
costs were not yet available. East 
Engineering’s Tyler Billings-
ley and Select Board Chair Eric 
Furs met the Monday following 
the storm. Furs said a Request 
for Proposal (RFP) for bids was 
ready to go out. North Wolcott 
Road was “made safe” according 
to Gravel. Damage to Elmore 
Pond Road was addressed, as 
was the washed-out end of Brook 

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK – In August, the 
Federal Communications Com-
mission (FCC) voted 3-2 to allow 
cable companies to use “in-kind” 
services, such as public, edu-
cational or government (PEG) 
channels, as part of the statuto-

to communities those companies 

Congress, represent fees charged 
to cable companies for using pub-
lic property and rights-of-way. 
Hardwick Community Television 
(HCTV) receives approximate-
ly 80 percent of its funding from 

to Executive Director Leif Gold-
berg. The implications for what 
the rule could mean for communi-
ty television have raised concerns 
in Hardwick and statewide. 

HCTV is a member of the Ver-
mont Access Network (VAN), an 
organization that promotes the 
advancement of the state’s 25 
PEG Access Management Orga-
nizations (AMOs). VAN President 
Kevin Christopher characterized 
the FCC action as “especially 
discouraging.” PEG operators 
expressed concern that the new 
FCC rule would allow cable com-
panies to dictate prices for in-
kind services.

“The new rules would allow ca-
ble companies to assign market 

the amount back to local com-
munities, and pocket the money,” 

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK – At the regular 
Hardwick Select Board on No-
vember 7, the board heard again 
from AT&T Site Acquisition Co-
ordinator Janelle Smith regard-
ing use of a town trail on Buffalo 
Mountain to access a potential 
new tower. Town Manager Shaun 
Fielder provided an update about 
the Carey Road property, and 
Hardwick Police Department 
(HPD) Chief Aaron Cochran and 
Road Foreman Tom Fadden pro-
vided equipment updates. East 
Hardwick’s request for a speed 
limit reduction was also on the 
agenda.

Hardwick Electric Department 
Commissioner Mike Sullivan 
was scheduled to speak to the 

by June Pichel Cook

CRAFTSBURY – Damage from 
All Terrain Vehicles (ATVs) driv-
ing on the Wild Branch River at 
the Eden/Craftsbury town line 
were reported at the last select 
board meeting. Photographs de-

Hardwick 
Confronts a 
Towering Issue

board but did not attend. Fielder 
thanked veterans in the town’s 
employ for Veteran’s Day, honor-
ing Scott Gagnon, Nick Steller, 
Tom Fadden, Mike Gravel, and 
Ken LaCasse. 

Fadden said despite the severi-
ty of the Halloween storm, Hard-
wick was spared major damage. 
“I’ve got to say,” he said, “our 
roads took [the storm] really well 
– no washouts, nothing, just trees 
down.”

AT&T’s Smith told the board 
a new tower would notably im-
prove coverage in the Village and 
extend to some areas around the 
town. Cochran again raised cov-
erage issues experienced by the 

priority through FirstNet. Smith 

Despite Concerns, 
HCTV Funding 
Seems Safe

Christopher stated in a written 
release. “So, in effect, the cable 
companies will be allowed to pay 
their rent for use of public lands 
with ‘in-kind’ donations, and the 
local governments will have no 
say in whether this is acceptable 
or not.”

Goldberg said a separate settle-
ment with the State of Vermont 
could limit the impact of the FCC 
ruling. Comcast must receive a 

to operate in Vermont, and Gold-
berg said “the state was pushing 
Comcast on our behalf.” Comcast 
has provided HCTV with in-kind 
and internet services for approxi-
mately a decade “which Comcast 
is removing anyway since the 
CPG agreement went thru earlier 
in October,” Goldberg said.

In response to VAN’s long-held 
objection to the exclusion of PEG 
channels from the Comcast tele-
vision channel guide, the cable 
company agreed to relocate PEG 
stations to their own bloc and 
include them in the guide. The 
public should be aware that the 
relocation will result in a change 
from HCTV’s current channel, 16, 
to an as-yet-unknown number, 
Goldberg said. 

Comcast gave each station “a 
few thousand” dollars to re-brand 
logos depicting the station’s chan-
nel, Goldberg said. He added that 
the changeover is likely to occur in 
January, with a three-month over-
lap. “The changeover is taking 

ATVs in River Spark Concern
picting a large number of ATV 
tracks and damage to the riv-
erbank were submitted to the 
board. 

Three years ago, sightings of 
ATVs driving up and down the 
waterbed at the Craftsbury/Eden 
line and ATVs driving on the river 

instead of the bridge, were report-
ed. Concerns for damage to the 
riverbank and wetlands were re-
ported to the Conservation Com-
mission, which asked the board 
to place signs at locations where 
crossings occurred. Signage was 
placed to remind ATV drivers 
that, under Vermont statutes, it 
is illegal to ride on public water 

up to $300. A sign reading “not a 
through road” was placed on the 
Craftsbury side of the bridge in 
winter.

Signage for the river crossings 
have been ordered and received, 
according to Town Clerk Yvette 
Brown. A suggestion was made to 

by June Pichel Cook

CRAFTSBURY – The cacapho-
ny of saws and hammering ema-
nating from the Rural Center for 
Arts Space on Thursday after-
noon suggested a different kind 

by Will Walters

MARSHFIELD—Stranahan 
Stewardship Committee mem-
ber Rich Phillips provided the 
select board with a list of poten-
tial drainage projects, including 
requested improvements to the 
Stranahan Town Forest. Improv-
ing road conditions in the forest 
would make the forest more ac-
cessible for public use, Philips 
said. He added that better drain-
age would reduce mud conditions 
and allow for easier entry with 
equipment. 

Board member Rich Baker said 
some residents prefer not to have 
trails in the forest, while others 
want improved conditions.

Phillips said the gravel pit is 
closed for the winter and any re-
maining work must be done next 
year. He estimated 80 hours will 
be needed for excavating and 
52 hours for bulldozing. Phillips 
asked what portion of the expense 
will be covered by the Stranahan 
fund and was told the fund will 
cover the cost of labor and materi-
als, but not the cost of town equip-
ment. Current equipment esti-
mates are $15,000, plus the cost of 
the bulldozer. The Stranahan fund 
has a current balance of $3,100.

Town Clerk Bobbi Brimblecombe 
advised the board that due to a 
State of Vermont error, the town 

School District nearly $50,000. 
Brimblecombe has appealed to 
the state to correct the error and 
contacted State Rep. Janet Ancel 
(Calais) for assistance. 

The board received a request to 
include domestic partners in its 
health insurance coverage. The 
members asked Brimblecombe 
to change town policy to be con-

for domestic partnerships lasting 
more than one year.

Now that he has returned from 
his travels, cows belonging to 
Philip Liebold of Hollister Hill 
are again escaping onto roads 
and other properties. In Liebold’s 
absence, the cows were cared for 

Wolcott Gauges 
Storm Damage

Stranahan Forest 
Improvements 
Planned for Roads Integrated Studies Class

has a Unique Classroom
of classroom. Students of the In-
tegrated Studies Class, which 
combines mathematics, science, 
and social studies, were hard at 
work building Aldo Leopold-style 
benches.

The year-long class, open to 

students grades 9-12, is designed 
to engage students through 
hands-on and place-based learn-
ing activities. Students meet in 

week. The class, which utilizes 
the 80-acre Craftsbury Academy 
woodlot, attracted 14 students in 

CA Senior Parker Clark ex-
pressed the combined sentiment 
of his peers: “I like hands-on 
learning. [The class] is different. 
Less paperwork and more hands-
on work.”

Clark said “teamwork” and 
“learning to work with different 
types of people,” are important 
elements.

Mathematics teacher Marga-
ret Bledsoe described the class 
as part of a state and nationwide 
initiative to allow students great-
er choices in their programming.

In the math component of the 
class, students were engaged in 
“a good deal of map-making, mea-
surement, and scaling,” Bledsoe 
said. 

Principal Merri Greenia agreed 
that the class provides students 
with greater choices and is tai-
lored for students interested in a 
hands-on learning experience.  

“It is designed to give kids a 
choice in alternative learning 

-
ciencies for graduation,” Greenia 
said. “There are independent se-
lections of projects.”

Not all of the class’s 14 stu-
dents were engaged with County 
Forester Jared Nunery last week 
in assembling the Aldo Leopold 
benches; others worked on graph-
ic arts projects. Nunery, who has 
worked with other schools in the 
same capacity, said his role is 
limited to helping teachers con-
nect with the woodlot and other 
community members.

Nunery said the goal is to con-
nect students to the land, teach 
them to appreciate its resources 

by his stepson and did not escape 
or roam. Albert St. Cyr reported 
the cows have been coming onto 
his property. Some cows have been 
sold but not all have been captured.

Residents on Folsom Hill 
have raised concerns over ditch-
ing work performed during the 
summer. Some fear the ditches 
could erode during the winter, as 
they were not stone lined and no 
mulching was done. Road crew 
member Shane Brickey said the 

See HCTV, 2

See STRANAHAN, 2

See CONCERN, 2

Road. A resident held a large 
wooden sign reading “Fix Foss 
Road” in an effort to make the 

damage to that road. “Our cul-
vert washed out, my husband’s 
truck went into it, but more im-

not get in and elderly neighbors 
are having to cross a stream,” the 
resident said.

Gravel said he would immedi-
ately send a truck to “haul some 
material in the interim.” Grant 
funds can address a permanent 

“For families sitting there with 

them [for being upset],” Gravel 
said. He added that he is docu-
menting the damage for every 
repair with photographs to make 
it easier to apply for reimburse-
ment from the Federal Govern-
ment. 

Emergency Management 
Co-Director Ryan Bjerke said 
that “despite having people who 
hadn’t worked together before, 
[the response] went reasonable.” 
He suggested an after-action 
postmortem. Wolcott faces ob-
stacles to effective emergency 
response due to its lack of wide-
spread internet service. While 
some residents still have land-
lines phones, most need electric-
ity in order to operate.

“We didn’t end up having to 

came close,” said Bjerke. “How do 
we notify people if we do? I would 
like to have the names of people 
who need to be checked on and 
their neighbors.”

Bjerke said opening a shelter 
would be less effective if people 

pool of volunteers was needed. 
Immediately following the storm, 
Wolcott Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment made rounds to check on a 
list of people who might need as-
sistance. While Bjerke acknowl-
edged “there’s not going to be a 
perfect answer, [but] we can try 
to have answers for people.” Uti-
lizing radio stations to get the 
word out during emergencies was 
suggested.

In other highway department 
matters, Gravel said that the 
town’s equipment was “very poor-
ly maintained.” The Town Garage 
maintenance issues discussed in-
cluded a non-functional generator. 

See DAMAGE, 4


