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by Will Walters

CALAIS – A request to add 
a resolution to the warning for 
Town Meeting did not work out 
for a member of a Facebook group 
called Gun Owners of Vermont 
because the warning had already 
been approved and sent to the 
printers.

Tristan Joy, a town resident, 
presented a draft of a resolution 
“for the defense of the right to 
bear arms.” The resolution was 
an attempt by the gun owners 
group to bring the opinions of 
those who feel their voice is not 
being heard by representatives 
in the legislature to the public’s 
attention. The board told him 
the warning was already set but 

by Will Walters

CABOT – The question of what 
to do with the property at 2466 
Main Street, the former Gochey 
property purchased by the town 

to go unanswered.
The property is in need of a 

new oil tank and other items, but 
member Matt Nally said the town 
shouldn’t put any money into it 
“until we know what we are going 
to do with it.”

Resident Sandy Pond asked 
who would be responsible if the 
property were sold. Chair Fred 
Ducharme said the voters would 

the board has to decide what it 

by Elijah Lew-Smith, Special 
Sub-Saharan Correspondent

DAKAR, SENEGAL – If you 
asked me what I thought I would 
spend most of my free time in 
Senegal doing before I left, I 
wouldn’t have told you drinking 
tea. Tea, however, is an important 
part of family life here, and it is 
a Senegalese tradition that is the 
basis for other traditions within 
my host family.

On Saturdays, we invite over an 
eclectic mix of relatives, friends 
and close colleagues for a lunch. 
Afterwards, someone makes tea 
on the stove, and I help. The in-
gredients are relatively simple, 
but it takes up to two hours to 
prepare each of three teas, so 
there is a lot of time for lounging 

by June Pichel Cook

CRAFTSBURY – The Crafts-
bury Prudential Committee 
(CPC), which manages the Crafts-
bury Fire District #2 water sys-
tem on Craftsbury Common, has 
proposed a water-system ordi-
nance to formalize its operations. 
Most people are familiar with the 
CPC as the Water Board.

The 17-page document, Crafts-
bury Common Community Water 
System Ordinance, is a compre-
hensive operating agreement 
that validates the functioning of 
the Craftsbury Common Com-
munity Water System.

Members of the CPC are Tim 
Patterson, president; George Hall, 
treasurer; Peggy Allen, secretary; 
Steve Smith, systems operator (ex 

Strong and Laura Fox.
In an e-mail to the select board, 

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK – The Hazen 
School Board is mulling over 
what to do about increasingly 
critical infrastructure issues in 
the school. 

The board is seeking informa-
tion and strategies to address 
infrastructure issues with the 

questioning how to pay for the 

involvement is a critical element 
and “the stars are lining up” to 
clear away past obstacles. Pre-
viously, divisions between the 
board and the administration 
of the school impeded progress, 
Freihofner said, but those is-
sues have widely been resolved 
and everyone is focused on doing 
right by the kids.

Just last fall, the old heating 
system broke down and left stu-
dents shivering in their class-
rooms. The boys’ locker room is 

by Emmett Avery 

HARDWICK – Governor Phil 
Scott proposed putting $2.8 mil-
lion of state funding toward com-
pleting the Lamoille Valley Rail 
Trail (LVRT) at his annual bud-
get address to the legislature on 
January 21. According to Scott, 
the money will leverage another 
$11.3 million in federal matching 
funds.

The LVRT is a multi-use, year-
round recreation path open to 
snowmobiles in the winter and 
all kinds of non-motorized rec-
reation in the summer. The trail 
is being built on a former rail 

from St. Johnsbury in the east 93 

Hazen Board 
Studying School 
Infrastructure

unheated except for space heaters 
and, according to one stakehold-
er, is in such a state of disrepair 
that students change in a class-
room so visiting teams won’t see 
the locker room’s condition. “It’s 
always freezing in there,” said 
one student.

The Gazette obtained an Au-
gust, 2019 “Mechanical Electrical 
& Plumbing Facilities Assess-
ment” by Rutland-based Engi-
neering Services of Vermont. In 
the 20-plus page document, the 

-
mately $2 to $3 million in infra-
structure issues. The study strict-
ly focuses on “needs,” not “wants,” 
and points out code violations, po-
tentially unsafe electrical issues, 
and other factors that impact 
the safety and comfort of the stu-
dents, faculty and staff.

According to the assessment, 
in 2016 “facilities put rough-
ly $100,000 into the boiler for 

Proposed 
Fire Station 

Future Not Clear
wants to do with the property. 
Ducharme and member Ruth Go-
odrich said that nothing has been 
decided yet.

Pond asked if there was a 
timeline on what will happen to 
the property. Ducharme said the 
board needs to see the status of 

department makes the neces-
sary repairs and improvements 
to bring it up to code and then 
go from there. Pond said there 
should be a timeline, and Nally 

the building up to code and then 
a timeline can be set.

Susie Socks has actively seen 
to getting the skating rink on the 

See STATION, 5

Report from Senegal: 
Importance of Tea

and talking in between, and the 
event often lasts until the eve-
ning.

On Sundays, I accompany my 
host dad to his cousin’s house 
where he has been going every 
weekend for over 40 years to 
eat, talk politics and pray with a 
group of friends. There the tea is 
made over a bed of coals by the 
one person who is the eternally 
designated tea-maker. On Friday 
evenings I go to my host uncle’s 
house and see my aunt and cous-
in while tea is made over a little 
gas stove.

Tonight it is Friday, nearly 
-

tized watching my host uncle 
pour tea between cups in elegant, 
practiced streams. My host uncle 

See SENEGAL, 4

Governor Supports 
Rail Trail, Local 
Effort Continues 

miles across the state to Swanton 
in the west. The Vermont Associ-
ation of Snow Travelers (VAST) 
has been charged with the trial’s 
construction up to now.

According to Ken Brown, 
VAST’s project manager for the 
LVRT, the governor’s proposal, 
coupled with the matching fed-
eral funds, should be enough to 

Brown said that should the state 
money come through, VAST will 
hand off its trail building respon-
sibilities to the Vermont Agency 
of Transportation, which he said 
would most likely result in some 
cost savings.

The availability of the state 
money is still uncertain; the 
governor’s proposed budget is 

budgeting process. However, rep-
resentative Chip Troiano said 
in an interview Friday that the 
governor’s proposal appears to 
have legislative support. “I am 
optimistic that we’ll be able to 
get this done,” said Troiano, “and 
on a schedule that can really be 
a good piece of economic develop-
ment for our area.”

Senator Jane Kitchel (D-Cale-
donia) is also supportive of the 
measure, saying that “the gen-
eral view is you really don’t get 
the true value of [the rail trail] 
until it is complete.” Kitchel said 
in an interview Monday that the 
state will most likely bond for the 
funds through the state Capital 
Budget, which is a budget spe-

long-term infrastructure invest-
ments. “The trail is owned by 
the state of Vermont. It is a re-
source,” said Kichel, “Something 
that Vermonters will have and be 
protected for years.” Kitchel also 

See TRAIL, 4

Gun Resolution for Town 
Meeting Misses Warning Deadline

members responded favorably to 
his respectful manner in raising 
the topic and engaging in local 
government.

It was recommended that he 
reach out to the public through 
ways such as Front Porch Fo-
rum to get feedback and bring 
his request for a local resolution 
to Town Meeting under new busi-
ness. A suggestion was made that 
he contact the moderator to learn 
about meeting procedures.

Highway Operations Manag-
er Toby Talbot said he contacted 
the school bus contractor, First 
Student, regarding any situation 
where a bus driver needs to con-
tact the road crew for assistance. 
It is not possible for the bus to 
contact a town truck, as was pre-

viously discussed, because First 
Student’s radios are digital and 
will not work with the trucks’ ra-
dios.

First Student bus drivers will 
contact their base and have a mes-
sage relayed to forecaster Roger 
Hill, who will be able to contact 
a town truck with the message. 
Additionally, buses could reach 
someone in East Montpelier with 
a cellphone, who could call the 
town garage on the buses’ be-
half. Talbot said bus drivers have 
mentioned the town’s winter road 
maintenance has been great.

Talbot said he listens to weath-
er reports, anticipates events the 
day before and schedules staff 
ahead of time. He noted that 

See GUN, 2

Prudential Committee 
Proposes Water Ordinance

town clerk and planning commis-
sion chair, Patterson said the or-
dinance was drafted “to standard-
ize policy and procedures for the 
future, to institute best practices, 
and to ensure that the Commit-
tee has the paperwork on hand to 
successfully apply for grants and 
other funding as needed to main-
tain water service.” 

The proposed ordinance is 
based on the Hardwick water 
system ordinance and adapted to 
Craftsbury with the help of the 
Vermont Rural Water Associa-
tion.  Patterson stated the com-
mittee was looking for feedback 
from both the select board and 
planning commission.

Planning Commission Chair 
Farley Brown noted the commis-
sion would be reviewing the ordi-
nance at its meeting on February 
13. The commission will be meet-
ing at 7 p.m. in the Town Hall.

The CPC board members serve 
as the Craftsbury Common Com-
munity Water System Commis-
sion; one of the three commis-
sioners must be a property owner 
with a connection to the water 
system.  The ordinance must be 
evaluated at intervals not exceed-

meets annually to review water 
rates and fees needed for effective 
operation of the water system, as 
well as, prescribe rules govern-
ing the supply and use of water 
as is appropriate to accommodate 
water supply emergencies. The 
annual meeting was held on Jan-
uary 10 of this year.

In explaining why an ordinance 
was suggested, versus a policy 
document, Patterson said there 
are provisions that affect proper-
ty owners who are not water sys-
tem customers within the bounds 

See WATER 4

by June Pichel Cook

CRAFTSBURY – Green Moun-
tain Power (GMP) issued an in-
terim report to the Public Utilities 
Commission in January indicat-

-
ing an Aircraft Detection Lighting 
System (ADLS) for the Kingdom 
Community Wind (KCW) site on 
the Lowell Mountains. The report 
was presented to the select board 
at its January meeting.

Preston Gregory, KCW supervi-

developments” warranted the 
update which appears to be an-
other obstacle to installing an ac-
ceptable radar detection system 
on the mountain. The KCW site 
presents topographical challeng-
es for a radar detection system, 
according to Kristin Kelly, direc-
tor of communications at GMP.

Gregory stated in December 
that GMP had received a commu-
nication from Vestas, the manu-
facturer of the proposed ADLS, 
indicating that the current plan 
for KCW would not meet the re-
quired FAA radar standards. 
Vestas recently discovered that 
the planned turbine-mounted 
solution would have a smaller 
than anticipated radar range, 
and therefore would be unable to 
view the airspace required by the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA), according to Gregory.

“Vestas also indicated that it 
could not mount its equipment 
on pre-existing cell towers or me-
teorological towers as had been 
planned,” he stated.

GMP was surprised by the re-
cent information, according to 
Gregory, since “we had selected 

Red Lights on Lowell 

because we had been previously 
advised by Vestas that this type 
of mounting was possible and 
early radar models of the site had 
all been positive, though testing 
of icing impact has been ongoing 
and unsuccessful to date.”

Kelly explained in an e-mail 
that the “knoll at the southern 
end of the site impacts visibility 
and is impossible to see through if 
currently available tech is mount-
ed on existing infrastructure.” 

“It (ADLS) must be able to see 
3 nautical miles from the closest 
turbine and existing technology 
is unable to do that with current 

radar options.”

approved Vestas as a vendor for 
a system three years ago. “GMP 
has been working since 2015,” 
she stated, “because that’s when 

technology that could be appro-
priate for the site.”

 “In follow-up discussions with 
Vestas,” Gregory stated in his let-
ter, “it has offered to deliver an 
ADLS system with appropriate 
radar coverage mounted on two 
new thirty-meter (90 feet) towers.”

“However, the locations of these 
towers would likely experience 

See LIGHTS, 6


