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The Woodbury Village Store is for sale.

by Will Walters
WOODBURY — The Woodbury
Village Store is up for sale, but will
remain open for business until it is
sold.
Jessica Waters and Zack Kirkpatrick have owned and operated
the store since April 29, 2016. “We
are not closing,” said Waters, who
said there have been many people
who believed the store was closing
for business. That has been “very
frustrating” for her.
According to Waters, the reason
for selling is mostly because her
husband, Kirkpatrick, has Lyme
disease and it is getting worse. According to the Mayo Clinic, the disease can cause extreme fatigue and
joint pain.
Waters said they prefer to stay
local for a buyer. “That’s our plan,
but can’t make a firm plan with
how long it will take.”
While the store is on the market,
they will operate it with the same
products, but may reduce hours af
after Columbus Day. “It really just
depends,” she said.

by Doug McClure
ATLANTA, GA — Equifax issued
a release on September 7, 2017, that
its retail databases had been compromised. These are the databases
that contain information about 143
million people’s credit reports.
“Social Security numbers, birth
dates, addresses and, in some instances, driver’s license numbers
[have been taken]. In addition,
credit card numbers for approxi-
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Waters said they initially
planned for her to work at the store
and have something outside of it
to do while Kirkpatrick supervised
staff during her away time. They
did not plan for him to be involved
with the operation of the store because of his Lyme disease. “Originally, he wasn’t supposed to work,
but to stay upstairs and heal... that
never happened.”
She said staffing has been an ongoing problem and the store’s previous owners of 35 years told her
it is a problem that presents itself
regularly.
The store has had improvements
made since they acquired it. Waters said the new improvements
will make it easier for new owners.
She said she and her husband have
built up the store and “the next
person doesn’t have to worry about
those things.. We built it up and it’s
here for the next person.”
“I want everybody to think this is
their store,” said Waters, “I know
lots of [people] and what they drink
and what they smoke. I care about
this community.”

mately 209,000 U.S. consumers,
and certain dispute documents
with personal identifying information for approximately 182,000 U.S.
consumers, were accessed,” the release states.
It adds “This is clearly a disappointing event for our company,
and one that strikes at the heart
of who we are and what we do. I
apologize to consumers and our
business customers for the concern

HARDWICK — New tests for
lead in drinking water, performed
on September 1, should both be a
sigh of relief for concerned parents
and a warning for testing protocols.
Hazen Union’s water passed
with an average reading of 1 to 2
parts per billion (ppb). The water
at Hardwick Elementary School
(HES) averaged 4 ppb — with one
exception, according to Orleans
South Supervisory Union (OSSU)
Facility Director Jeff Lecours. The
level where the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) recommends action is 15; however, they
emphasize, the only safe number is
zero.
The one exception was a drinking fountain at HES, which came
in at 134 ppb. Lecours believes the
elevated result is due to the same
problem he described when a single
test performed over the summer
yielded the initial high lead result:
unused water and low flow. The
fountain is now out of service and
other drinking fountains are being
re-tested, according to Lecours.
Having a municipal water system that is safe does not guarantee
that the water in schools that draw
from that municipal system is safe.
Many of our schools are on aging
systems, some of which pre-date
modern prohibitions against using
lead in plumbing.
Addressing the increasing challenges of decades-old facilities is becoming apparent as an issue. And it
is “scary,” according to one student
who didn’t understand why there
was plastic over the water fountain
and started to take it off for a drink.
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Natalie Geoffroy (right) and Harley Papineau (left) of Hazen fill
their water bottles last week before a soccer game. As a precautionary measure, the fountains at the school were covered and not used
for one week. Water test results came back Wednesday, September 6
and all is back to normal.

HARDWICK – Last year, the
Community Allies’ 1st Annual
Block Party attracted around 250
people with live music, tons of food,
and generally proved to be a great
success for the community. This
Saturday, starting at 4 p.m., at Atkins Field, the Allies hope to duplicate that success and hopefully do
so as more of a community effort.
“We’re very excited about our second annual event,” Allies director
Tara Reynolds said.
Some of the activities from last
year will return, like a pie-eating
contest, live music by the Hair of

the Dog, face-painting and free
food provided by Jasper Hill, Pete’s
Greens, Village Restaurant, Tops,
and Mackenzie’s Country Classics.
“We have a lot more community
support this time, so a lot of donations came in from different businesses and organizations in the
community,” she said. “So, it really
feels like a true community event.”
She said they have a couple new
kids’ and family activities this year.
There will be prizes provided by
local businesses, including tickets
to a date night at Highland Lodge
in Greensboro, books by the Galaxy
Bookshop, and more.
Last year, the project lost about
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This bear's image was captured by a UVM survey team game camera at the Green Mountain Monastery, in Greensboro. The UVM
team is at the Monastery to study the habitat for the Monastery’s
sisters, who hope to get a conservation easement to protect the land
from development.
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“I got yelled at and it was a little
terrifying to think I almost drank
that,” he said. He will think twice
now before drinking from the school
fountain, he said. It doesn’t matter
that the new test results showed
very low lead levels. On that day,
he could have drank water that no
one knew for certain was safe.
Lecours says that while he didn’t
expect the second round of tests to
harbor surprising results, he supports more widespread testing,
such as what the Department of
Health (DOH) is piloting this fall.
While no decisions have been made
which schools will be selected according to the DOH, “if anything,
we’re ahead of the curve now” according to Lecours.
The DOH says at this point there
is “not necessarily one process” for
testing. A school can opt to use a
private lab, as OSSU did in this instance, in which case the state may
or not be informed by the lab of the
results. The school can submit a
sample to the state for testing, as
was done in the very first test at
Hardwick Elementary School, or
the school can participate in the
Envision Program, a DOH pilot
program designed to focus on eliminating health threats in schools.
“As part of the program, our industrial hygienist, drinking water
engineer and laboratory staff assist
schools with their voluntary water
testing, including recommendations for where and when to conduct testing. Through the Envision
Program, the department continues to work with the school once
our Lab test results come back,”
says Lori Cragin of the Department
of Health.

Call the Gazette at
(802) 472-6521
for immediate results.

with a front page ad
Call the Gazette at
(802) 472-6521

courtesy photo
Nazi Graffiti appeared overnight at Andersonville Farm, in West Glover. Mateo Kehler of Jasper Hill
Farm led an effort to raise a $5,000 reward for information leading to the arrest and conviction of the
perpetrator(s).

WEST GLOVER — At some
point during the night of September 7, vandals defaced a hay storage barn at Andersonville Farm
with Nazi symbols, according to
Mateo Kehler, Managing Member
of Jasper Hill.
Jasper Hill has an interest in the
farm, as it buys milk from them.
Jasper Hill is using its Facebook
page to help apprehend the perpetrator, or perpetrators.
Kehler says, “We don’t believe
this was targeted. This is a broader
problem for the area and at least
seven locations [in the area] have
been defaced.”
He says that they contacted the
Vermont State Police, who told
them these types of crimes are very
hard to solve. Of the other incidents, four were reported to State
Police and three were not, according to Kehler.
“As a company we feel a responsibility to our seventy-eight staff and
the community to stand up against
the kind of hate and violence this

represents. We have an amazing
diversity of people working here,”
Kehler says. “Our grandfathers
fought and bled to beat back this
kind of ideology. It’s time to hit
the pause button, to remember the
lengths we went to to try and create
a world where there was no room
for this sort of thing.”
To help solve the crime, the
cheese maker is offering a $1,000
reward for information leading to
the arrest and conviction of whoever spray-painted Nazi symbols
and the words “Get Out” on the hay
storage barn.
The Jasper Hill Facebook posting
adds that “(t)his was an affront to
the decency of our neighborhood,
our property and our community
and we want the cowards who perpetrated this violence under the
cover of darkness to know that as
a community and as a company, we
will do everything in our power to
expose them to justice and to the
Light of Day. We have no tolerance
for intolerance and we cannot en-

vision a future in which our community would accept hate and the
terror that it spawns on any level.”
Since the Vermont State Police
said that this type of case is difficult to solve, Jasper Hill has started a GoFundMe campaign to raise
the reward to $5,000. If there is no
arrest in the case, GoFundMe donations will be refunded, or donors
will be given the choice of transferring their donation to the Vermont
Food Bank, the Anti-Defamation
League or the Southern Poverty
Law Center. At press time, the
campaign had reached its goal of
$5,000.
“This is just the beginning. We
need to come together as a community to shut out voices that would
promote hate or violence,” Kehler
says.
If you have information about
the vandalism, you can contact the
Vermont State Police, at 802-3348881. The link to the GoFundMe
campaign is gofundme.com/hatehasnoplaceinvt.

by Michael Bielawski

The South Main Street construction project is pretty much wrapped
up. One last-minute decision was
to have parallel parking on both
sides of the street, the idea being
that the current diagonal parking
arrangement on the south side, in
front of the school, is dangerous to
back out of.
The board also decided to
continue to allow parking on
the north side of the bridge on
North Main Street. The feedback has been mixed regarding
the one-year experiment, but
mostly positive.
Those looking to continue to
ignore the new prohibition on
turning from South Main Street
into the town parking lot by the
Village Restaurant should finally be deterred by two large concrete blocks that are now blocking their path.
According to the police report,
there has been a lot of cell phone
use and speeding while driving around the school zones of
Hardwick, so both uniformed and
non-uniformed officers are going to
be patrolling those areas.
Lajeunesse Construction from
Barre was chosen to redo the town
garage building, which suffered
roof damage from a fire last winter.
Jewett said he reached out to six
companies, but this was the one to
get back to him.
He said this is a good company
that “does a lot of metal buildings. They use a local person from
Hardwick to do the work, and
they definitely wanted to do this
project.”
Insurance money from the state
will cover much of the cost of the
project. Board member Kory Barclay said this is going to be a great

deal in the end.
“Before … you could park a few
pieces of equipment in there, but
now it will [have] a brand-new concrete floor and everything will be
dry.”
The town is looking at having
another well drilled, possibly by
the town gravel pit. Jewett said the
town has money put aside for this
but there are other incentives as
well.
“Our engineers, Aldrich and Elliott, told me that at this point the
state wants more water systems,
especially low-income water systems, to go ahead. They are offering to pick up $50,000 of the engineering fees.”
The concern about the town’s
existing wells is that they are old
—from the 1940s — and they are
relatively close to each other, so in
the event that the water source is
contaminated, both wells could be
lost at once.
On October 2, at 7 p.m., at
the Town House, there will
be a reminiscence and discussion of the 1971 switch from
Hardwick Academy to Hazen
Union. The academy was a selfcontained school, meaning only
Hardwick students attended,
whereas Hazen was and continues to be a union school, adding
students from Greensboro and
Woodbury.
Board member and Historical
Society member Elizabeth Dow
noted this should be especially
timely now, as Act 46 is prompting more such mergers throughout the state.
Dog owners in East Hardwick
will have to follow the same rules
as Hardwick regarding picking up
after their dogs.

HARDWICK – The big South
Main Street project is currently
wrapping up and a handful of other
paving and grading projects around
town are finished, or almost done
as well. Town manager Jon Jewett
said this is often a busy time of
year in the construction field, as everyone races against the changing
weather into fall.
The town has been doing lots
of paving, finishing up Main
Street and paving a number of
areas in East Hardwick, where
they still have some driveways
to do. This week, they expect to
do all the street lines and crosswalks.

$1,000 despite good turnout.
This year, the organizers hope to
change that, while maintaining
its “free” status.
“We made some significant
changes this year, especially with
the food, which is our most expensive part of the event,” she said.
“Getting the food and financial
donations has certainly been very
helpful, so we’re hoping to break
even this year.”
There will be a jar for donations, but essentially it will still
be a free event.
It’s also a “rain or shine” event,
meaning there will be lots of tents
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