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SPECIAL EVENTS
get special attention
with a front page ad.
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for immediate results.

WISH SOMEONE
YOU LOVE

A HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
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(802) 472-6521
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DO YOU SEE THIS?
So will 7,500 of our readers, your 

friends and neighnors.
Try our new front page ads
ads@hardwickgazette.com

(802) 472-6521

BRAND NEW GE GAS DRYER 
FOR SALE. NEVER USED.

Model: GRD42gasJ0WW
$375 or best offer.

Cash only.
(802) 472-6521

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK — The Orleans 
Southwest Supervisory Union 
(OSSU) and the Center for an Agri-
cultural Economy (CAE) are work-
ing together to provide high-quality 
school meals that use local food, 
and to connect student’s education 
with local community resources. 

The two organizations are con-
ducting a survey of parents and 
guardians to gather feedback on 
how best to achieve these goals.

“We’re doing this survey with the 
OSSU as part of strategic planning 
work. We’re hoping to build the 
farm-to-school systems for the dis-

Joint Effort to Add
Locally-Grown Food
to School Lunches

trict and what we call place-based 
education,” said CAE Projects Coor-
dinator Bethany Dunbar.

Place-based education encom-
passes innovative approaches to 
education, such as OSSU’s new out-
door education experiment.

“Your education can focus on 
where you live. Since we are in the 
middle of beautiful farm country, 
our education can (include) farms,” 
she said. Place-based education en-
tails “moving outside of the bricks 
and mortar to create a whole net-
work” for students’ education, ac-
cording to Dunbar.

The survey will be one of a

School Test
Results Raise 
More Questions
by June Pichel Cook 
and Doug McClure

MONTPELIER – The Vermont 
Agency of Education (AOE) issued 
a press release on September 13, 
announcing its 2016-2017 results 
for the standardized Smarter Bal-
anced Assessments (SBAC). The re-
lease states that for all of Vermont, 
49% of third graders rated “profi-
cient” in math and 52% in English; 
overall proficiency ranges from 37 
to 59% depending on grade level 
and subject.

Schools in our region ranked be-
low the state average more often 
than not. Here is the first in a se-
ries of areas school-by-school re-
sponses to the test results.
Hardwick Elementary School
Newly-appointed Principal Pat-

rick Pennock makes no excuses.
“You think you’re doing a good 

job, then you get this,” he says, 
pointing to the low percentage 
scores for Hardwick Elementary 
School (HES) on a spreadsheet. 
“Clearly what we need to do is im-
prove this is engage the students 
better.”

Young Man
Arrested After
Intruding on Homes
by June Pichel Cook

CRAFTSBURY — By 7 a.m. in 
Craftsbury, dairy barn chores are 
finished, fog caught in dips and val-
leys is lifting, and the silence blan-
keting surrounding hillsides gives 
way to soft chirping and chattering 
squirrels. 

The bucolic calmness exploded 
last Thursday morning, with fifteen 
State Police and Orleans County 
Sheriff police cars and one canine 
unit descending on the area around 
Wild Branch Road and Route 14. 

Lisa Cook had notified the po-
lice that her residence was broken 
into during the night and that she 
had chased a young man out with 
a baseball bat.  Cook was at home 
with her mother.  State police re-
sponded and began their manhunt. 
Several hours later, police arrested 
a young man, later identified as 
Tyrone Perry. Perry  was charged 
with burglary, unlawful trespass, 
leaving the scene of an accident, 
possession of stolen property, vio-
lation of conditions of release, and 
resisting arrest.  The investigating 
officer is Trooper Cpl. Amy LeClair 
of the Derby State Police Barracks.

The young man had apparently 
gone off the Wild Branch Road at 
the Route 14 intersection during 
the night.  Select board chair Bruce 
Urie and Jim Jones both surmised 
he had entered the Cook home and 
fell asleep in the basement.  

Jones said, “He went off the road 
on Wild Branch Road.  Lisa found 
him sleeping in the cellar and 
chased him out with the bat.”  

Monica Klinke, who lives off 
Wild Branch Road, thought it was 
about 8:30 a.m. when she heard a 
noise outside and thought it was 
the propane delivery man. Looking 

The SBAC is a once-a-year test, 
he says, and HES is using a second 
metric that is more able to provide 
instant feedback. Pennock wants to 
use a variety of assessments, which 
he says Orleans Southwest Super-
visory Union (OSSU) is supportive 
of.

Hardwick Elementary has al-
ready sent teachers to the North-
west Educational Association 
(NWEA) to hone their skills.

“We have a veteran staff,” says 
Pennock. “We are all committed to 
engaging the kids more and build-
ing proficiencies in line with the 
common core. We need to address 
the gaps, wherever they may be.” 

Pennock cites the outdoor class-
room program the school is pioneer-
ing as an example of trying to reach 
students through alternative meth-
ods that may prove more effective 
at engaging them. Art teacher Beth 
Lecours is working on a second pro-
gram.

“We have such a dedicated staff. 
We will unleash that expertise and 
enthusiasm,” Pennock says. 

Engagement is a constant theme 

out the window, she did not see any 
propane truck and thought it odd. 
The driveway to the home is barely 
visible with dense tree foliage. She 
opened the kitchen door to the mud 
room and found a young man stand-
ing there, cell phone in hand, wear-
ing muddy shoes.

“I asked him how I could help,” 
Klinke said.  “He wanted to use the 
phone or charge his cell phone.”

He told her he had an accident, 
and the police were there. 

“I didn’t want to let him in the 
house.  He was just asking for help.  
I didn’t feel threatened,” Klinke 
said. “I told him if he went down to 
the corner, I would help him but not 
at this moment.”

He left.
A few minutes later, she heard 

him go upstairs to an apartment 
above the garage. The apartment 
has two entrances, and she heard 
him at the back of the house.  She 
went to the stairs,  asked him to 
please leave the house or she would 
call the police.  She locked her kitch-
en door.  

Klinke explained he was in the 
mud room because the garage door 
was partially lifted to allow the cat 
out.   He had crawled under the 
open door.

“I didn’t want to let him in the 
house.  I didn’t feel threatened or 
scared.  It was after he went up-
stairs in the apartment (that) I 
locked the kitchen door. I called 911 
and the police response was imme-
diate.  Police searched the house.”

The Klinke home is on 75 acres, 
with woods surrounding it.  The 
young man then walked through 
woods and fields a considerable dis-
tance to reach the Sanville property 
on Route 14.

photo by Will Walters
A temporary bypass of the construction area of Route 2 in Cabot allows cars to pass in both directions 
while trucks are not at work. The speed limit on the road is 40 m.p.h. Occasional traffic interruptions 
are to be expected during the week. Work is being done on the east side of the road, near Goodrich's 
Maple Farm. (See story, Page Two)

by Will Walters

MONTPELIER — Public safety 
will be discussed this fall at the 
Senate Government Operations 
committee forums to talk about 
law enforcement and public safety 
issues. A bill under consideration is 
S.27, which will require all munici-
palities in Vermont to provide “pri-

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK — At last week’s 
select board meeting there was 
much discussion about the budget 
and policies surrounding one of the 
most used locations in town, the 
Town House on Church Street.

The 1860 building is used for 
events throughout the spring, sum-
mer, and fall including plays, con-
certs, weddings, meetings and, in 
the past, it had been used for Town 
Meeting Days.

Board member Shari Cornish, 
who manages the building, said 
there have been enough improve-
ments lately, such as window re-

Forums Set For Towns 
To Provide Primary
Enforcement Coverage

by Will Walters

CABOT — Replacement of the 
water lines on Danville Hill Road is 
scheduled for fall of 2018, but some 
authorization steps and prelimi-
nary planning must be done this 
year.

The board approved a plan-
ning loan application for $55,000 
at its recent meeting, which is for 
a $53,500 planning loan with a 
$1,500 buffer for legal expenses 
and an informational meeting. It 
also approved the documents for 
when the voters authorize the bond 
to do the project. The board only 
approved the preliminary work on 
water line construction, as voters 
must approve the actual project’s 
bond.

The board scheduled an infor-
mational meeting for November 1 
and a special vote on November 7 
for the town to vote on the bond by 
Australian ballot. The voters will 
also vote on a six-month budget, for 
January 1 to June 30, 2018, to tran-

courtesy photo
Saturday night’s Memorial Lantern Walk on Craftsbury Common 
featured a labyrinth of hundreds of paper lanterns circling the Com-
mon. (See story, Page Two)

Town House Getting 
Improvements,
Close to Year-Round

Special Town
Meeting to Approve 
Bond Vote and 
Six-Month Budget

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK – After years of de-
bate, countless hours of executive 
board meetings and Act 46 commit-
tee meetings, all the blood, sweat, 
and tears are about to culminate 
into a formal proposal to the state.

The proposal is to establish an 

Orleans Southwest Supervisory 
Union Nearing Alternative
District Proposal to State 

courtesy photo
Audrey Grant (left) and Zymora Davinci (right) at UN Peace Day 
at the UN in New York City. The two Hazen students were invited 
to present their project POC: Power of Color at the UN conference. 
The project is about the beauty of people of color and struggles they 
face when it comes to accepted beauty standards and profiling.

See TEST, Page Four

pair and insulation, that it may be 
possible to use the building year-
round, rather than shutting it down 
for the winter, as in recent years.

There were supportive comments 
from meeting attendees that, even 
for those who don’t directly use the 
building, the events that take place 
there bring in people who shop and 
eat all over town.

“We do have a town plan and 
the Hardwick Town House is men-
tioned specifically as a cultural at-
tribute to the town. The board has 
signed off on it and recognized it 
as such,” Town House committee 
co-chair and Planning Commission 
See HOUSE, Page Three

See EFFORT, Page Four

See INTRUDER, Page Four

sition to a fiscal year budget of July 
1 to June 30. The six-month budget 
has not been set. 

Other questions for the Novem-
ber 7 ballot are establishing a De-
velopment Review  Board to replace 
the Zoning Board of Adjustment 
and Appeals and a public safety is-
sue regarding increased police cov-
erage.

The town is replacing the water 
lines due to several hard-to-locate 
and repair breaks, which are regu-
larly wasting water, causing an 
ongoing financial loss to the town. 
The plan is to upgrade to an eight-
inch pipe to allow attaching two 
fire hydrants to provide fire water 
on Danville Hill. The pipes are cur-
rently three inches in diameter, in-
sufficient for fire protection.

Engineering firm Aldrich and El-
liot will do the preliminary work on 
the project, starting this fall, and 
will develop a request for proposal 
to send to contractors in spring of 
2018. 
See SPECIAL, Page Four

mary police coverage” within their 
jurisdictions.  

The bill was introduced by Sen. 
Jeanette White, of the Windham 
district, in the last session. The bill 
was referred to the committee on 
government operations on January 
13, 2017, but was not passed out 
of committee. Cabot select board 
member Mike Hogan said at a re-

cent board meeting that he bill is 
introduced every year.

Representative Kitty Toll (Cale-
donia-Washington), said “S.27 
can be viewed as a “conversation 
starter. The Committee has not 
yet determined whether each town 
should provide its own primary 
police coverage or, if so, what that 
coverage should entail. In holding 
these public hearings, the Com-
mittee is generally discussing law 
enforcement structure in the State, 
including coverage and cost issues.”

Senator Jane Kitchel (Caledonia) 
said that “the policing issue is far 
from new. There was a study com-
pleted back in the 1970s and sev-
eral more in between. Whether this 
is the year that will see a solution 
to what has been historically a 
“tough nut to crack” because of the 
cost involved and potential funding 
mandates on towns, remains to be 
seen.”

Kitchel said that there is great 
variation in police coverage around 
the state and “some municipalities 
invest in local police departments 
and others rely on the Vermont 
State Police (VSP), whose resourc-
es limit what coverage can be pro-
vided. Expectations have increased 
over the years, but capacity has 
not.”

“Certainly the very rural nature 
and small towns in some parts of the 
state, such as the Northeast Kingdom, 
add to the challenge,” she added.

See FORUM, Page Five

“alternative district,” which would 
essentially keep all the schools’ cur-
rent governance structure in place, 
despite the passage of 2015’s Act 46 
merger law.

Orleans Southwest Supervisory 
Union (OSSU) Superintendent 
Joanne LeBlanc said that the union 
has nearly completed its proposal. 
She said the OSSU board wants to 
get it in early, before the January 
deadline, so Secretary of Education 
Rebecca Holcomb can see it and 
give feedback, if needed.

“We are very close to putting 
the finishing touches on the docu-
ments. Each of the boards are fin-
ishing their own proposals,” she 
said. “After the November 2 execu-
tive board committee meeting, the 
hope is that all of the boards will 
have approved theirs.”

Hazen Union School Board mem-
ber David Kelley said the Hazen 
Union School board is nearly fin-
ished work on its proposal.

“We are getting close, it’s coming 
together,” he said. “I think pretty 
soon we’ll have a proposal we can 
put out of the public.”

Kelley has been one of the most 
prominent critics in the state on 
Act 46 since its inception, making 
frequent speeches at the State-
house and writing op-eds on the 
subject.

“The whole purpose of this law 
was to make schools more effi-
cient,” he said. “And I think it will 
be just the reverse. Town property 
values will go down (when a school 
closes).”

When schools merge for Act 46, 
local school boards are replaced by 

regional boards which, critics say, 
reduces local control. By proposing 
to continue as alternative district, 
this would not happen in the OSSU.

Carolyn Keeler, Greensboro 
School Board chair, said the various 
governance structures of schools of 
the OSSU make merging together 
extra challenging.

“Basically, we’ve got all these dif-“Basically, we’ve got all these dif“Basically, we’ve got all these dif
ferent structures (union schools, 
choice communities, stand-alone 
schools) that it makes it difficult to 
merge, as well as the cultural dif-merge, as well as the cultural difmerge, as well as the cultural dif
ferences of towns not wanting to 
merge.”

Keeler said merger proposals 
have been especially difficult for 
the countryside.

“It was easier for the non-rural 
districts to comply with the law,” 
she said. “It’s been very, very diffi-
cult for the rural districts.” 

Hardwick and Woodbury’s ele-
mentary schools have held a series 
of meetings to discuss a merger pro-
posal, but as soon as the Hardwick 
board proposed shutting down the 
Woodbury building, the Woodbury 
board was no longer interested.

A cost of becoming an alternative 
district is a loss of tax-incentives 
that reward schools for merging. 
The incentives start at a 10-cent tax 
rate reduction for mergers formed 
in 2017. The incentive decreases by 
2 cents per year, through 2021.

Kelley has frequently noted that 
since these incentives come directly 
from the state’s education fund, 
they come from the resources that 
would otherwise go to other schools.

“We walk away from the tax
See ALTERNATIVE, Page Four

photo by Vanessa Fournier
Pamela Stroop (left) and Chris Plastridge, of Moretown, kayak on Caspian Lake in Greensboro on Sun-
day. The temperature was in the mid-80s.


