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No Bail For
Student Charged
With Stabbing
In Calais

Potential Last
Chapter in
2014 Murder
by Michael Bielawski

ST. JOHNSBURY — In what
could be the final piece to a story
that put Hardwick in the international news spotlight three years
ago, 41-year-old Melissa Robitille
received a four- to twelve-year sentence for the killing of her disabled
13-year-old son Isaac Robitille via
alcohol poisoning.
In the summer of 2014, Robitille
was accused of pouring vodka into
her son’s feeding tube. The next day
he was found dead. According to the
affidavit written by Hardwick Police
officer Daniel Locke, her son’s blood
alcohol content was determined to be
0.146 percent at the time of death,
about twice the legal limit for driving.
Robitille’s son had significant
developmental problems, which
required at least 80 hours of care
per week and changing feeding
tubes three times a day. He was
also without ears, was blind, and
had a cleft palate.
The affidavit indicates that initially Robitille had said she was
the one who poured the vodka, but
when pressed, her story changed to
say that it was then-boyfriend Walter Richters.
The report also indicates that
Richters told police it was he who
had poured the vodka into the feeding tube “for about two seconds.”
He said he had gotten permission
from Robitille to pour the vodka to
calm the boy down as he was acting
restless.

In October of 2015, Richters
plead guilty to manslaughter. Part
of his deal was that he would testify against Robitille, to emphasize
that she gave him permission to
pour the vodka.
He was sentenced to three years
and credited for the 1.5 years he
had served at that point. Earlier this year, Robitille was found
guilty of manslaughter.
When the couple was first arrested in October of 2014, each was
charged with second-degree murder, facing 20 years to life in prison. The boy died in late August,
but it took medical examiners time
to determine the cause of death.
The day before Isaac’s death,
Richter posted on Facebook about
his new role as a father-figure.
“Just took a nap with Melissa
and lil’ Isaac. The boy huggled onto
me, ticked head into chest and fell
right asleep. I’m long in the tooth
and having never actually been a
parent, this is so new to me. But
I will say that warmed my heart
and made me a Mighty Humble
Bumble.”
On the day of his death, he posted again.
“Isaac called me his pop. I called
him my little buddy. Yesterday
was so precious. And today is a
damned nightmare as I try to be
the glue that holds the woman I
love from falling apart. I can only
do what she needs of me, be her
comfort, listen, and watch her intense pain.”

by Will Walters

Town Health Insurance
Costs Going Up
by Michael Bielawski
HARDWICK – The town is anticipating a nine percent increase
in premiums for health insurance
for town employees, in addition
to an increase in deductibles by
about $500. The town is considering switching from Blue Cross Blue
Shield to MVP Healthcare for some

savings on premiums, but there are
additional concerns.
“The rates are about $100 per
year less per person, so there are
some savings there,” town manager Jon Jewett said. “But we’re
not sure if we can do a health reimbursement account, which we use
now to pick up a major portion of
the deductibles.”
He explained that with health
reimbursement accounts, it is
considered the town’s money, so
if an employee leaves, the money
stays with the town. The other
option is health savings accounts,
but in that case, the money goes

CABOT — Plainfield, Calais,
Woodbury, and Cabot had strong
winds blow through the area on October 30. Plainfield took the worst
of it, while Walden had no tree
damage for its road crew to deal
with. None of the towns had municipal property damaged, but did
have increased road crew expense
from clearing roads.
In Plainfield, Route 2 was closed
for hours because trees lay across
the power lines and the roadway
across from Goddard College. Since
the road is a state highway, the
town did not have to have its road
crew clear the road after the trees
were no longer on the power lines.
Town Clerk Linda Wells said the
only expense to the town was extra hours put in to clear trees from
roads. Country Club Road was
closed and finally opened this Monday. She said she would not have
a cost of the labor calculation until
Friday.
The businesses in the village took
some losses, however. All business-

es in the village and along Route 2
were out of power for the day. Positive Pie in the lower village and
Maplefield’s on Route 2 were affected. Twinfield Union School further
down Route 2 toward Marshfield
was without power and the school
was closed for that reason. In addition, buses could not travel many of

Hardwick Native is
New Postmaster

by June Pichel Cook
MONTPELIER — In the latest iteration for setting acceptable sound
emitting levels for wind turbines,
the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules made its decision last Thursday in Montpelier.
The passage of 17-P10 — Public
Service Board/Rule on Sound Levels
from Wind Generation Facilities —
was a compromise that passed on a
5-2 vote.
Ecological damage, destruction of
wildlife habitats, unhealthful and
harmful noise levels, blinking red
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by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK — Kristine McAllister is the new postmaster for the
Hardwick Post Office, which also
oversees East Hardwick, Greensboro, Greensboro Bend, Craftsbury,
and Woodbury.
McAllister said that when the opportunity to transfer from Newport
opened, it came down to being able
to work in her home town again.
“All my family is from Hardwick,”
she said. “That’s where I was born
and raised, I went to school at
Hazen and graduated from there. I

the back roads to pick up students.
Business Manager Christina
Kimball of Washington Northeast Supervisory Union said an
emergency generator station is in
the school’s budget for next year.
Twinfield has been designated a
shelter center for Marshfield by the
See STORM, 3

Rules on Industrial Wind
Towers Noise Approved
lights, and aesthetic pollution of
Vermont’s ridge lines were among
objections raised when industrial
wind towers were developed on the
Lowell Mountains. The Sheffield
wind project’s noise level drove the
Therrien family from their home.
Paul Brouha of Sheffield, whose
property borders the wind project,
still wages his singular battle to
ameliorate damages from the industrial wind development.
Executive Director of Vermonters for a Clean Environment (VCE)
Annette Smith’s testimony to the
See NOISE, 7
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a female resident of 5051 Center
Road in Calais, and attempting to
stab her three-year-old child. The
Vermont State Police does not release the names of victims of sexual assault or domestic violence.
Police said they were called
to the residence by a phone call
from the woman who told them
she had been stabbed. An earlier
call, shortly before midnight Sunday, said there was a family fight
in progress. State Police Detective
Sgt. Michael Kamerling’s affidavit
said Morton was found at the scene
and when police searched him they
found a piece of glass that was 6
inches long and 4 inches wide.
The woman was across the street
from where Morton was found with
a stab wound in her chest. She said
she was stabbed with a knife which
stuck in her chest and she pulled
See STABBING, 3

with the departing employee.
In other public sectors across the
state, such as education, healthcare premiums are also going up.
Orleans Southwest Supervisory
Union (OSSU) Superintendent
Joanne LeBlanc mentioned a 10.1
percent increase at a Woodbury
School Board meeting recently.
The town has for some time
planned to repair or replace one
of its damaged cold-storage structures, and now construction on its
replacement is about to start. As
part of the rebuilding, the town
plans to shift the path of Creamery
See INSURANCE, 7

Wind Storm Damage May
Qualify For A Federal
Assistance Declaration
by Will Walters

BARRE – Tyreke Morton, a resident of the US Virgin Islands who
was recently evacuated after the
Virgin Islands were hit by a hurricane, appeared in Washington
Superior Court, criminal division,
yesterday and was ordered held
without bail on two counts of attempted homicide. Morton was
listed as a Montpelier resident, but
earlier was residing in Cabot and
was attending Cabot School.
Morton was arrested and taken
to Chittenden County Correctional
Facility November 5, where he was
held for lack of $300,000 bail. The
bail was revoked Monday in the
Washington Court. He was processed in the Middlesex State Police barracks, before being taken to
Chittenden.
Morton is accused of stabbing

also raised my kids in Hardwick.”
She said one of the biggest reasons for the move was that she now
has a grandson in East Hardwick.
One of her children lives in Lowell
and another lives with her in St.
Johnsbury.
“My parents are [in Hardwick],
all my friends, so it’s kind of nice
to be home,” she said. “And I have
had a warm welcome since I’ve
been there.”
While it’s the same job title she
had before, there are some tangible
changes.
See NATIVE, 3
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by Doug McClure
HARDWICK — It is still in
the early stages of planning and
challenged by recovering communications and logistics, but Buf
Buffalo Mountain Co-Op is urgently
planning to help its sister co-op in
Puerto Rico, Cooperativa Orgánica
Madre Tierra in Halto Rey.
“It’s what we do,” says Ellen Bresler of Buffalo Mountain. “That
was the entire point of co-ops back
when most of us started in the late
sixties and early seventies: to get
farmers’ food to stores and help
make it possible for smaller co-ops
like ours to leverage the bigger
ones’ buying power.”
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The details are yet to be worked
out. Whether it is physically sending farmers and volunteers down to
help, or simply raising funds, there
is no question the challenges facing
the Puerto Rican co-op are substantial. Many fields were flooded out,
says Bresler, and the Hardwick
co-op is still “waiting on a list” of
needed supplies.
A long-term employee of the
co-op who came from Puerto Rico
spurred the action.
It is very common for co-ops to
honor other co-ops’ memberships.
For example, Hunger Mountain
co-op benefits are honored in
Burlington as well as here. It is
See HELP, 3
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