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GREENSBORO — The select 
board approved a three-year police 
contract at its January meeting, 
with the Hardwick Police Depart-
ment (HPD) to continue providing 
police services in Greensboro.  The 
contract was accepted with a con-
tingency that the COPS grant be-
ing sought by the HPD is success-
ful and that Hardwick approves its 
budget for FY 2019 including the 
additional officer. The contract car-
ries two price tags.

Hardwick Police Chief Aaron 
Cochran reported the Hardwick se-
lect board had voted to accept the 
COPS grant.  He clarified that the 
COPS grant would not be a vote 
at the Hardwick town meeting, as 
was erroneously reported.  It is a 
select board decision.  A new hire 
won’t be made until July 1, 2018. 
In an earlier presentation to the 
board, Chief Cochran said the last 
officer was hired in 2001. 

The contract calls for 24x7 po-
lice protection to Greensboro at the 
same level provided to Hardwick 
and following the same priority cri-
teria as in the Town of Hardwick 

by Doug McClure

MONTPELIER — Governor Phil 
Scott on Monday signed bill H.511 
to legalize the recreational use of 
cannabis. The formal title of H. 511 
is “An act relating to eliminating 
penalties for possession of limited 
amounts of marijuana by adults 21 
years of age or older.” 

Vermont becomes the ninth state 
in the country, along with Washing-
ton, D.C, to approve the recreational 
use of cannabis. Vermont becomes 
the first state to legalize through 
legislation. The other states and 
the District of Columbia legalized 

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK — The Hazen 
Union School Board adopted a bud-
get on Monday of last week which 
ended up being slightly smaller 
than the previous year’s.

The budget amount is $6,520,012, 
almost $280,000 less than the prior 
year and the lowest the school has 
had since the school year of 2011-
2012.

“It was like everywhere else, it 
was a tough balancing act, but in 
the end, I think we did the best 
we could to maintain a strong aca-
demic program at Hazen, including 
Advanced Placement courses and 
the arts,” board chair Steven Frei-
hofner said.

“We’ll see if the voters feel we 
balanced it all in the best way pos-
sible.”

The actual homestead tax rate 
for Greensboro, Hardwick, and 
Woodbury are .9363, .9078, and 
.7690. per $100,000 in property 
value, this translates to a $132.34 
raise for Greensboro, $38.55 raise 
for Hardwick, and $28.62 in sav-
ings for Woodbury.

An estimated $80 million gen-
eral education fund shortfall an-
nounced by the state at the start of 
the budget season last year meant 
schools across the state faced tax 
rate increases even while cutting 
spending.

“It’s quite the tightrope, walking 
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HARDWICK — On again, off 
again, the changing of the east en-
trance at the parking lot next to the 
Village Restaurant is causing con-
fusion and there’s no clear solution 
in sight.

“Some folks were saying it was a 
little confusing down there the way 
it was set up, the barriers were par-
tially moved out of the way when 
the [town workers] started clean-
ing,” town manager Jon Jewett 
said. “People weren’t sure if it was 
open or not, even though there was 
a sign that said do not enter.”

In early January, the select board 
took down the barriers until there is 
a long-term policy.

“I think some businesses in town 
thought it should be open so that 
people can drive into that area in or-
der to park more conveniently,” he 
said. “There are a lot of issues still 
going on, I think the safety issue is 
still there.”

Select board member Shari Cor-
nish reiterated that the current 
policy is confusing, and she brought 
the matter up at their January 4 
meeting.

“First there was a chain across 
that was easily moved,” she wrote 
in an email. “Then concrete pylons 
were placed, and they too seemed to 
be moved to the side. It is not clear 
to me still, who was moving the var-
ious barriers.

“What was clear was that the con-
fusion was compounded by the in-
consistent approach to blocking the 

Barrier Debate Continues 
for Parking Lot Next 
to Village Restaurant 
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CRAFTSBURY — Several ideas 
were aired at the Craftsbury School 
Board facilities meeting last Tues-
day, with about 25 people, including 
two school superintendents. School 
Board chair Harry Miller and vice 
chair Mary Lou Rylands are head-
ing a sub-committee to seek poten-
tial solutions with community in-
put.  Albany and Greensboro school 
board members, along with Orleans 
Central Supervisory Union (OSSU) 
Superintendent Beverly Davis 
and Orleans Southwest Supervi-
sory Union Superintendent Joanne 
LeBlanc were present.  

The school population is out-
growing the Craftsbury Elemen-
tary School, and fourth-graders 
may move up to the Craftsbury 
Academy/Minden Hall facility.   
Neighboring Greensboro is fac-

Neighboring School 
Districts Seek
Facility Solutions
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HARDWICK – The January 18 
select board meeting addressed 
problems arising from water pour-
ing over roads and freezing, espe-
cially along Route 15.

“We didn’t have a whole lot [of 
flooding] here that I was aware of. 
There was two significant spots on 
Route 15 Friday night and into Sat-
urday morning,” Hardwick Police 
Chief Aaron Cochran said.

“There are two culverts that 
have quite often freeze, and they 
run over the road and I think that’s 
exactly what happened. The more 
significant one was over by the 
old Come and Eat. That one actu-
ally left a fair amount of ice on the 
road.”

The other section involved the 
newly paved portion of Route 15 at 
a section going into some S-curves. 
Cochran said he had hoped this is-
sue could have been mitigated dur-
ing the new construction, but it 
wasn’t.

“It’s been a problem for a num-
ber of years. The state knew about 
it, because they are out there every 

Icy Roads 
Challenge 
State and Local 
Authorities

via voter referendum. Twenty-one 
additional states now allow sales of 
marijuana for medical use.

Governor Scott signed the bill in 
private, stating he respects the bill 
is a divisive one. In a signing mes-
sage to the General Assembly, Gov-
ernor Scott stated:

“Today, with mixed emotions, I 
have signed H. 511. As I said when 
I vetoed S. 22 [a predecessor legal-
ization bill] in May, I personally 
believe that what adults do behind 
closed doors and on private proper-
ty is their choice, so long as it does 
not negatively impact the health 

See CANNABIS, 3 

ing its own facilities issues. One 
potential discussed in Greensboro 
is re-configuring an addition to 
the Lakeview Union Elementary 
School.  Neighboring Albany School 
District’s elementary school is only 
about half-filled. Adding to the mix 
is the uncertainty of ramifications 
for consolidation under Act 46.

Miller opened the discussion by 
asking each person to share his/her 
ideas and visions for the future of 
the Craftsbury Elementary School.

He said “we are exploring ideas 
for the future of the Craftsbury El-
ementary School, exploring options.  
It is important to have some kind 
of vision, a vision for 5 to 10 years 
from now.”

Superintendent Davis said she 
was present to see how Albany 
could partner and/or collaborate 
with Craftsbury. 

See FACILITY, 3

Police Policy and Procedures Man-
ual.  Each month, a representative 
of the HPD reports to the Greens-
boro Select Board on the policing 
activities which occurred in town 
and the types of incidents that were 
responded to. 

Hardwick remains responsible 
for the equipment needed to pro-
vide normal policing functions, i.e., 
automobiles, equipment, workers’ 

compensation, and liability insur-
ance.  All fiscal and administra-
tive activities are carried out by 
Hardwick and policing for Greens-
boro is under the rules and regula-
tions of the police policy manual. 
The town would be notified in 
writing if any amended changes 
to the manual have been adopted.  
Greensboro would be indemnified 

See CONTRACT, 4

year,” he said.
Cochran said the department 

was getting multiple calls about 
it and they called the state sev-
eral times for help. Meanwhile, 
Hardwick Police Department offi-
cers put up flares on the road and 
otherwise did what they could to 
mitigate the situation.

Town manager Jon Jewett said 
that some state workers were out 
on that part of the road on the Fri-
day night (January 12).

Cochran also reported that the 
governor’s highway program went 
well and there were fewer DUIs. 
He said he hopes this is a sign that 
all the preventative measures are 
finally starting to yield results.

East Hardwick resident Tracey 
Martin weighed in on the Village 
Restaurant parking lot debate via 
a letter, which was read aloud by 
Jewett at the start of the meeting. 
She called for less confusion and 
clarity regarding the placement 
and subsequent removal of concrete 
blocks at the Main Street entrance 
to the parking lot.

“We need to reconfigure and/
or create additional signage for 
the Route 15 entry to the lot,” she 
wrote.

She also noted that traffic along 
Wolcott Street gets more intense 
with extra cars coming in and out 
of the other entrance.

According to Jewett’s report, 
the property at 91 Mill Street next 
to the Village Market, otherwise 
known as the “car house,” has been 
a concern as it is in rough shape 
and it may be a safety liability.

The property was purchased by a 
person who repeatedly buys prop-
erties around the state and, ac-
cording to Jewett, does not have a 
great reputation for taking care of 
them. The person’s full name was 
not stated at the meeting.

The property was “quick-
claimed” to another person which, 
further complicates the situation. 
In any case, Jewett said the town 
will look at assessing fees for the 
property owner and will explore 
other options.

There had been a lot of heating 
fuel tanks running out and the 
town and business owners have 
been challenged to keep tabs on it 
all and prevent pipes from freezing. 
Morse Insurance, the Gazette, and 
the Depot building all faced or al-
most faced heat turning off.

In the case of the Depot, which is 
the old railroad station where the 
Historical Society is located, disas-
ter was narrowly averted.

“If those pipes burst, it would 
have cost a great deal more to undo 
the mess then it would to just get 
on it and fix it, thank you,” board 
member Elizabeth Dow, who is also 
president of the Historical Society, 
said.

The quarterly budget report was 
completed by business manager 
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access. It was not my intention to 
‘undo’ the efforts toward pedestrian 
safety.”

Some other complaints she has 
heard from constituents included 
the concrete blocks which were 
used were unsightly and forcing 
all cars to come in and out of the 
Wolcott Street entrance created its 
own traffic challenges.

At the most recent select board 
meeting last week, some of these 
same concerns were reiterated in a 
letter submitted by East Hardwick 
resident Tracey Martin.

Jewett said there has been hope 
that at least through the winter 
motorists might not drive so fast 
through there, but he added there 
continue to be reports of people 
having close-calls with cars coming 
through.

Regulars at the Village Restau-
rant have reported multiple close 
calls since the barriers were re-
moved. In one instance, a woman 
had to move out of the way of a car 
cutting through the parking lot; she 
estimated that the car was travel-
ing 30-35 miles per hour. 

An employee at the diner pointed 
out that when the sidewalks are 
slippery, people tend to walk in the 
middle of the roadway, increasing 
the potential for injury should a 
car use the parking lot to avoid the 
busy intersection.

Jewett suggested speed bumps 
might help and said there are plas-
tic ones that can bolt into the pave-
ment. He added that the highway 
department doesn’t like to plow 

around them, but if they are care-
ful, it might work out.

See BARRIER, 9

between delivering a good educa-
tion with falling revenue,” Freihof-tion with falling revenue,” Freihoftion with falling revenue,” Freihof
ner said.

Local revenues are down by 
$257,260, from $516,260 to 
$259,000. State and federal sources 
make up the rest of the revenue.

The spending per equalized pu-
pil (a weighted student count) is 
at $17,814, which Is just below the 
spending threshold set by the state 
at $17,816. Any money spent over 
the threshold must be matched 
with an equal contribution to the 
state education fund.

Some key savings include gen-
eral instruction, which decreased 
to $2,856,103 from $3,022,939 
last year, for $166,836 in savings. 
The special education instruction 
budget is down $143,929, from 
$538,600 to $394,671.

The Central Office has been cred-
ited at numerous board meetings 
for a successful effort to bring many 
of their special education services 
in-house, which is reducing costs 
throughout the supervisory union.

One of the biggest increases was 
for fiscal services, nearly doubling 
from $205,100 to $381,000, an in-
crease of $175,900. The subcategory 
“redemption for principal” accounts 
for $167,000 of the increase.

Another big increase was trans-
portation, which is up by $85,664 
from $237,786 to $323,450. The 
biggest sub-portion of this was the 
line item “Transportation Services 
Special Education SU Assessment” 

See HAZEN, 7


