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by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK – For three years 
and counting, dairy farmers have 
been struggling with low milk 
prices. Jon Lussier of Hardwick 
highlighted the impact on local 
dairy farmers during a recent visit 
to Hardwick by U.S. Rep. Peter 
Welch (D-Vt).

The problem is that while the 
prices of seed, feed, fertilizer, and 
gasoline keep going up, the cost of 
milk stays the same or drops.

Lussier doesn’t own a farm, but 
he does buy and sell cows and does 
other work in the industry. He reit-
erated that low prices are spelling 
an end for the family dairy opera-
tion that was once a cornerstone of 
Vermont’s economy. 

“The low prices are driving them 
out and they can’t make ends 
meet,” he said. “They can’t pay 
their bills, a lot of them are hav-
ing trouble making their mortgage 
payments.”

He said a global economics, in-
cluding a stronger to the U.S. Dol-
lar, is part of the problem.

“So, other countries were able to 
buy their dairy products out on the 
open market cheaper than what 
they could from us,” he said. “I 
think a year and a half ago our ex-
ports were down 30 percent, so our 
country had to absorb that volume.”

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK — The American 
Legion had its 99th-anniversary 
celebration last Saturday evening 
and Hardwick’s own American Le-
gion Post 7 joined in the celebra-
tion.

About 90 people attended the 
evening festivities, despite it be-
ing a snowy evening. Every other 
post around the nation had similar 
events that night.

“We put on an at-no-cost dinner 
available to our members. They 
include legionnaires, they include 
Sons of the American Legion, Amer-
ican Legion Auxiliary members, 
and also American Legion Riders,” 
George Gattone, commander at 
American Legion Post 7 said.

This anniversary is to be distin-
guished from the founding of Post 
7, which was chartered in 1946. 
The national organization was 
chartered by Congress in 1919, ac-
cording to their website, “as a pa-
triotic veterans’ organization” after 
being founded in March of that year 
by three members of the Armed 

MONTPELIER — Peg Elmer 
Hough of Cabot is one of this year's 
planning awards recipients from 
The Vermont Planners Association. 
The awards will be presented on 
April 19,  at 4 p.m. in the Vermont 
Statehouse’s Cedar Creek Room.

According to the Vermont Plan-
ners Association award citation,

“Known as the embodiment of 
the Vermont notion of reliance, 
Peg Elmer Hough, AICP, is this 
year’s recipient of the VPA Career 
Achievement Award for Excellence 
in Planning.

“Throughout her varied and dis-
tinguished career as a land use 
planner, Peg has helped Vermont 
navigate through periods of change 
with an unfailing commitment to 
protecting critical land and water 
resources, energy efficiency and re-
inforcing the social networks that 
make communities vital and safe. 

by Will Walters

CABOT — The re-vote of the 
school budget showed little move-
ment in the percentage of voters 
who may have changed position, or 
at least a difference of what voting 
block showed up. The re-vote had 
449 ballots cast, compared to 581 
cast on Town Meeting Day. The 
number of ballots cast was 77 per-
cent of those the first time.

On Town Meeting Day, 59 per-
cent of the ballots were cast “no” on 
the school budget, while on the re-
vote 57 percent were cast “no.”

The second budget of $3,566.885 
had a reduction of $103,000 from 
the original proposal.

Superintendent Mark Tucker 
said the school board will meet 
April 25 to discuss additional 
cuts, which he said will have to be 
$71,000 to get under the spending 
penalty amount. “That will require 
some hard choices, because we are 
now in the territory of cutting es-
sential programs.

“The school is in the excess spend-
ing penalty because of what it costs 
to run the school for the number of 
students attending, and the only dis-
cretionary increase this year is an 
elementary student support position. 
Even if we were to cut that new po-
sition, something the Board and the 
administration strongly oppose for 
practical reasons, we’ll still be above 
the penalty threshold. So, what else 
do you think is unnecessary spend-
ing? Please come to the board meet-
ing on the 25th and let us know.”

by Doug McClure

MONTPELIER — With $5 mil-
lion on the table for school safety, 
divergent views on how to maxi-
mize that investment to make 
schools safer have emerged. Sever-
al approaches are under discussion.

ALICE Training
ALICE stands for Alert, Lock-

down, Inform, Counter, Evacuate. 
The proposal is to have Hardwick 
Elementary School students throw 
books at the shooter, or tackle 
them, or run zig-zags to evade the 
threat.

Hardwick Police Chief Aaron 
Cochran endorsed that approach at 
the April 5 select board meeting.

Critics have said the training 
makes assumptions about the 
shooter that are dangerous and 
could get students shot. If, for ex-
ample, the students see one shooter 
and go after him or her, there could 
be a second shooter they did not 
see. The two Columbine shooters 
acted in tandem.

As a Vietnam combat veteran, 
Rep. Chip Troiano (D-Caledonia-2) 
of Stannard is familiar with aspects 
of this strategy.

“We called it the serpentine. If 
you’re running toward fire, you’re 
zigzagging back and forth so you’re 
not an easy target. So, some of 
that makes sense. Shelter-in-place 
[the current approach] has been 
thought to be a method more appro-
priate — just find a classroom and 
duck in and hide. My experience [in 
Vietnam] is that there are times 
that you take cover and there are 
times you run towards the gunfire. 
I’ve got to tell you from experience, 
it takes a lot of heart to run toward 
gunfire,” said Troiano. “I certainly 
question going on the offensive 
against an armed individual when 
you’re not armed.”

“We’re teaching [students] to 

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK — Wednesday, 
April 11, started a prolonged 
series of roller coaster moments, 
not just for advocates and oppo-
nents of gun legislation, but for 
students in Hardwick, as well.

At approximately 8:30 a.m. 
on that day, the entire student 
body of Hazen had an evacua-
tion drill, walking down North 
Main Street en masse towards 
the Memorial Building, shep-
herded by Police Chief Aaron 
Cochran’s cruiser, which was 
parked at the corner of Church 
St. and North Main.

Cochran said there was no ad-
vance notice for the drill.

“We couldn’t really warn the 
kids and people in advance,” he 
said. “For obvious reasons.”

Cochran said the drill went 
to plan. The students were or-
derly, if a little sleepy, as they 
returned to class.

Hours later, Governor Phil 
Scott conducted a ceremony on 
the State House steps to sign 
three controversial bills into 
law: S.55, which raises the pur-
chase age for firearms to 21, 
expands background checks, 
bans bump stocks, and bans 
extended magazines; S.221, 
which is known as the “extreme 
risk” measure, preventing those 
deemed by a judge to be a risk to 
themselves or others from pos-
sessing a firearm; and H.422, 
which allows police to remove 
firearms from domestic violence 
situations.

The crowd greeting Gov. Scott 
was divided, with some hold-
ing signs thanking the governor 
for acting and others shouting 
“traitor” as the governor signed 
the bills.

“As I’ve said many times 
throughout my political life, 
public safety is the top priority 
of government — a responsibil-
ity I take seriously as Governor. 
Sitting there, I realized, only by 
the grace of God did we avert 
a horrific outcome,” Scott said 
to the crowd before signing the 
bills, referring to an alleged plot 
by 18-year-old Jack Sawyer to 
“shoot up” Fair Haven Union 
school. 

“Had this potential shooter 
followed through, overnight we 
would’ve gone from one of the 
safest states in the country, to 
among the deadliest.”

Scott continued “if we’re at a 
point where our kids are afraid 
to go to school, and parents are 
afraid to put them on a bus, or 
police don’t have the tools they 
need to protect victims of vio-
lence, or families can’t step in 
to prevent a loved one from tak-
ing their own life, then who are 
we?”

On the most controversial of 
the three bills, S.55, Scott said 
“What it does not do is take 

School Safety Plan 
Under Development

fight for their lives,” Cochran said 
at the April 5 select board meet-
ing, “because they’re in the fight for 
their lives.

The youngest children, according 
to reports, are trained to recognize 
the shooter using puppets. The one 
wearing a police uniform is not one 
to worry about.

A criticism of the training is that 
it could traumatize children by 
training them for an event that sta-
tistically is unlikely. Another is po-
tential liability from injuries caused 
by the training. An insurance com-
pany told Maine's Portland Press 
Herald that the drills themselves 
have resulted in injuries “related to 
running, to tackling, being tackled, 
running into door jambs, jumping 
off furniture.”

Troiano said he wanted to see an 
independent study of ALICE before 
considering whether the approach 
is sound and whether it justifies its 
cost.

“I would have to defer to studies 
and see where they go with it,” said 
Troiano. “I think that people do-
ing studies will be genuine in their 
approach and not looking to make 
money by training students to be a 
candidate… or possible perpetra-
tor.”

Cochran said other schools in the 
area use this training.

Arming Teachers
This is a proposal Chief Cochran 

also has endorsed.
Proponents of this approach say 

that armed teachers could end a 
shooting spree much faster. Oppo-
nents say that theory is an over-
simplification.

There is little data to quantify 
the effectiveness of this approach. 
Several mishaps have been widely 
reported: On March 14, for exam-
ple, there were two accidental fire-
arms discharges at schools, one in 
California, the other in Virginia.

Troiano noted that “If one kid 
finds out a teacher's got a gun, the 
whole school is going to know by 
the end of the afternoon. And, we 
don't want firefights in the hall-
ways of our schools.”

Gov. Phil Scott has said there is 
no appetite for arming teachers in 
Vermont.

School Resource Officers (SROs) 
option is endorsed by Chief 
Cochran and many law enforce-
ment agencies across Vermont.

Representative Vicki Strong (R-
Orleans-Caledonia) has previously 

A Dizzying Week
for Gun Legislation

Dairy Prices 
Continue to Hurt 
Local Farmers

According to the January, 2018, 
Report and Recommendations of 
the Vermont Milk Commission, 
the average price paid to Vermont 
dairy in 2014 was $23.63. By 2017, 
the average price had dropped to 
$17.11, a decline of nearly 28 per-
cent.

Lussier also noted that the 
state’s dairy workforce population 
is aging. there are very few young 
people getting in and, currently, 
there is no market among dairy 
processors for any new product.

“I never thought I’d see the day 
when somebody calls and they 
want to sell a herd of cows, or a 
whole bunch of heifers or anything 
like that, and I just tell them that I 
have no market. sometimes There’s 
just no way to move them.”

According to Peter Gebbie of Geb-
bie’s Maplehurst Farm in Greens-
boro, just recently prices have fall-
en another $2 per hundredweight 
(hundred pounds of milk) to below 
$15 per hundredweight. To put that 
in perspective, he said most farm-
ers need somewhere between $17 
to $20 per hundredweight just to 
break even.

“That doesn’t mean that people 
in the U.S. couldn’t be paid more for 
their milk,” he said. “For instance, 
right now we’ve taken a price drop, 
but you probably won’t see any 

Round Three:
Cabot School Board 
to Meet April 25

One of the difficulties facing the 
board is with Australian ballot, the 
board only knows the number of 
yes and no votes. The ballots them-
selves don't indicate why a per-
son voted the way they did. When 
Walden needed six votes to pass a 
budget one recent year, not getting 
approved until January, one voter 
came to a board meeting and said 
they had been voting yes for the 
budget in the past five votes but 
were not going to vote no 'because it 
was too small.' The school directors 
said they would never have known 
that, except for hearing directly 
from that voter.

“I wish the people who are say-
ing ‘no’ to the budget would give us 
some actionable feedback on get-
ting to ‘yes’, something a bit more 
nuanced than a social-media rant 
saying we are spending too much. 
What else are you willing to give up 
to be able to support the school next 
year?” Tucker asked.

Resident Ritchie Hourihan said 
that instead arguing back and forth 
amongst themselves, voters should 
get on the phone and call legislators 
and tell them to stop playing with 
school funding. He said the school 
board is not the group to target, it is 
the legislature. He said the towns-
folk should create a wave of calls to 
legislators who develop school fund-
ing bills, particularly the education, 
ways and means and appropriations 
committees, and let them hear the 
frustration they create.

“And call them at home, too,” 
said Hourihan.
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As Planning Director of the Ver-
mont DHCA Planning Division, she 
led the Growth Center Pilot project 

and a task force that successfully 
proposed legislation to close the 
10-acre loophole in regulation of on-
site septic systems. She founded the 
Vermont Land Use Education and 
Training Collaborative and served 
as Assistant Professor of Land 
Use Policy and Associate Director 
of the Land Use Clinic at the Ver-
mont Law School. She has served 
in leadership roles in the North-
ern New England Chapter of the 
American Planning Association. In 
2011, Topical Storm Irene devas-
tated Vermont and destroyed Peg’s 
home. Ever the planner, she rebuilt 
her home to the highest standards 
for flood resilience, created a publi-
cation to help other homeowners do 
the same, and went on to found the 
Community Resilience Organiza-
tion (CRO) program to help neigh-
bors build the connections needed 
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away your guns, period. Nor does 
it take away magazines of any 
size. If you purchased them in 
Vermont before October 1, you 
can keep them.

“S.55 does not change posses-
sion laws. Our youth can still 
take part in hunting and recre-
ational shooting, just like they do 
today.”

Scott said these three bills 
are the beginning, and now he 
has charged the legislature with 
tackling school safety head-on.

Ninety minutes after the Gov-
ernor’s ceremony, Jack Sawyer 
won his case before the Vermont 
Supreme Court. Sawyer’s at-
torneys had argued that under 
century-year old Vermont law, 
Sawyer’s actions did not consti-
tute an “attempt” as would be 
necessary for prosecution.

With Sawyer’s charges wiped 
out by that decision, Rutland 
County State’s Attorney Rose 
Kennedy filed with the Rutland 
Superior court to have Jack Saw-
yer be the first person charged 
under S.221, the “extreme risk” 
legislation. A judge signed off 
on the order and Sawyer's next 
hearing is on the April 25. Until 
then, all of his weapons are con-
fiscated.

S.221 does not provide for Saw-
yer’s incarceration. He is still in 
prison and Governor Scott has 
vowed to do what he can within 
the law to keep him there using 
“nine law enforcement agencies.”

The National Rifle Associa-
tion (NRA) weighed in before the 
week closed out with a video at-
tacking Governor Scott. Based 
on our interviews with law-
makers and those conducted by 
WCAX and VTDigger, the NRA's 
message that Scott was “sending 
a one-fingered salute to the Con-
stitution and gun owners” did 
not go over well, especially after 
a cadre of Republican legisla-
tors used “Make Vermont Great 
Again” in their communications.

Sen. John Rodgers (D-Essex/
Orleans) of Glover, who was 
against the gun legislation and is 
weighing a run against Scott this 
November because of the new 
bills, was visibly shocked by the 
video when shown it by WCAX; 
he said it is against the tone of 
civility Vermont’s lawmakers try 
to adhere to and said he was ter-
minating his NRA membership.

Rep. Chip Troiano (D-Caledo-
nia-2) of Stannard said “I would 
join the governor and our leader-
ship in calling for unity and put 
the divisiveness aside.” 

Referring to the “Make Ver-
mont Great Again” slogan, Troia-
no said “We have a great state 
and we always have and it always 
will be. The spread of disinforma-
tion from organizations is a dis-
service to our community and our 
citizens … if you spend any time 
on the floor [of the legislature] 

See WEEK, 3


