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SPARK Incubator
Holds Open House
by Hester Fuller
GREENSBORO – Thursday evecurious and creative souls dropped
SPARK, the new incubator space in
Greensboro currently sharing quarters with WonderArts in the basement of the United Church. Guests
nibbled on snacks and got a handson look at the future as SPARK untools for members’ use. Soon, local
entrepreneurs, businesses and artists will share convenient access to
modern equipment that is typically
viduals and small businesses.
The tools on display at the open
house included a couple of 3-D
printers and supporting design
software; these are useful for fabricating parts and prototypes.

SPARK also has a table-top photo
studio lighting set-up that local arto do catalog shoots of their wares.
Over in another corner is a largeformat printer capable of creating
signs, posters and images – up to
four feet wide and as long as you
want, on various media, including
paper, fabrics and vinyl.
“Being able to access high-end
technology for photography and
video production lets me develop
aspects of my freelance business
sive to invest in [on my own],” said
Beana Bern, a photographer and
freelance business consultant in
West Glover. “Economies of scale
can be challenging for small business anywhere, but even more so in
the NEK.”
See SPARK, 9

by Hester Fuller

MONTPELIER – Last Friday
evening, the acting Secretary of Education released draft recommendations the Agency plans to make to
the state Board of Education for restructuring school governance statewide, as called for under Act 46.
Changes in state demographics
and overall declining enrollments
had motivated a push for school
district consolidation, and during
the Shumlin administration the
Legislature established a threephase program for voluntarily
restructuring school governance
statewide. Districts unable to reach
agreement with the state and/or
their voters on an acceptable voluntary plan will be subject to mandatory changes imposed by the Board
of Education.
phases, districts could qualify for

Annual Blackfly Festival
Legislative Update:
The $34 Million
Dollar Question
by Michael Bielawski
house session formally ended in
May, but continues in a special session as the governor and lawmakers haggle over the budget.
The issue of contention continues to be how to spend $34 million in one-time money. Governor
Phil Scott wants to use that sum to
avoid increasing state-wide propislature wants to use the money
pay down pension fund liabilities
for state and education workers.
The governor argues that a combination of education policy reforms
will achieve new savings in years to
come, which can then pay back the
$34 million.
In yesterday's session, Rep. Scott
an amendment that deals with
lar to the governor’s proposal, the
amendment would offset a proplion this year and the sum would
be paid back in coming years. Part
of his proposal would establish a
base spending amount per pupil of
$13,200.
that “districts spending more than
that amount would receive an ad-

ditional rate proportional to how
much they spend beyond the base.”
The more a district spends beyond the proposed $13,200 limit,
the more penalty per dollar is assessed to the district’s budget.
Beck’s amendment would also allocate anticipated savings resulting
ing back the $34 million in question. The amendment failed on a

her committee determined Beck’s
amendment does too many things
which have not been vetted by all
the appropriate committees.
nard, in an interview said that
while Beck’s amendment has ideas
with merit, it’s too much, too fast.
spending threshold.
“Penalties have been disastrous
for some districts,” he said. “I understand the concept, I understand
that if the state tells you that you
are spending too much, then you
know these budgets are not passed
with frivolous spending in them.
They are really coming down to
bare-bones.”
See MILLION, 5

by Doug McClure
ADAMANT – Temperatures in
the low seventies and bright sunshine brought an estimated two
hundred people to the Adamant Cofor the visitors, the festival’s namesake did not make much an appearance.
“We brought the wind with us to
of an Adamant folk duo with Patti
Casey. “It seems to have worked. I
think I’ve only seen one.”
Among the events at the festival
were a scavenger hunt, a walk along
ski, live music, a writer’s slam, a
a fashion show. From 11:00 a.m.
until 4 p.m., visitors could buy food
hot off the grill. There was a silent
auction in which people could bid
ences, travel, and more great stuff
than you can shake a bottle of bug
dope at,” according to the program.
Proceeds from the event will go
to help the Adamant Co-Op keep up
with maintenance on its building,
which was purchased in 1940. The
co-op has served as a village hub,
1935.
“[The money raised] goes to help
with repairs, maintenance, that
sort of thing,” said Adamant Co-Op
co-manager Andrea Serota. “Our
plumbing system is a composting
toilet. For years, this was the only
co-op with Wi-Fi and no running

slam champion since 2004 and author of multiple books, hosted the
writers’ slam. The idea of the slam
is for people to produce a piece of

big draw. Contestants submitted
pies for judgment. Pies were judged
on taste and how much of an homtuted. After judging, the pies were
available by the slice for a dollar
each. The overall winning pies were
with Dutch gouda, Eggplant, Egg,

Maunsell Sentenced
for Library Misconduct

rhubarb pie by Alice Blachly, and
“The Repellant Repellant Pie” by
Amy Willis and Erin Aguayo.
Folk musicians Tom Macken-

by Doug McClure

arrest warrant Kupersmith issued

the pie contest. The parade came

NEWPORT CITY - David Francis Maunsell was convicted of lewd
and lascivious conduct on 29 May
and sentenced to probation, a $147

is due by August 12, 2018, accord-

Macdonald of the court. This conviction is for an incident in which
witnesses saw Maunsell sitting at a
public computer at the Greensboro
Free Library, apparently involved
in lewd and lascivious conduct.
This is the third such incident involving Maunsell. In October, 2016,
a jury acquitted him of similar ac-

themed costumes, and tractors
pulling trailers with more kids on
them. There also were corgis, handmade umbrellas and balloons, and
more. More live music played after,
with “Polk Rock” band Umlaut of
-

to “keep the Court informed of any
change of home address within 3
days of such change” until the balance is paid.
With the sentencing, the previous

Caledonia County Superior Court.
Reports indicate that Maunsell
was also convicted of lewd and lascivious conduct at the St. Michael’s
College library in 1998.

Michael S. Kupersmith of the Or-

by Hester Fuller

CRAFTSBURY – The Agency of
mend that the Craftsbury school
district be merged with any other
district or group of districts under
Act 46 – at least for the time being.
Craftsbury participated in the
proposal for an alternative governance structure submitted jointly
by all members of the Orleans
Southwest Supervisory
Union
sued its recommendations to the
State Board of education in the
form of a draft plan for consolidating school governance statewide.
Rather than responding to the
joint proposal’s authors as one
group, however, the Agency had
one response for the supervisory

These responses were part of
AoE’s draft recommendations to
the state Board of Education, which

writing which can be read to the
audience in three minutes or less.
People of ages gave presentations,
ian, who read her own work.

last.
At 4 p.m., the festival drew to a
cial program, “Grill closes. Festival
See BLACKFLIES, 9

towns have created 39 new, consolidated districts. There are now 114
and 4 supervisory unions have been
eliminated statewide.
Districts for whom consolidation
proved elusive could also submit
plans for “alternative structures” as
described in Section 9 of the act. All
the towns of the Orleans Southwest
rated on such a joint proposal under
Section 9. The document released
Friday includes the Agency of Education’s response to Section 9 proposals
in the form of the recommendations
it plans to make to the Board of Education, whose authority over the
See AGENCY, 7

Agency Defers
Craftsbury
Act 46 Decision

separate responses to those SU
towns who do not belong to a union
school district. The Agency’s designated spokesperson on the matter
could not be reached before dead-

water.”
Serota said the co-op believes the
Adamant Co-Op to be the oldest
continuously operating co-op, not

obtaining voter approval for plans
that met criteria the state says will
ing governance. Since 2014, says the

will rule this fall on a statewide
plan to consolidate school governance. The Act 46 consolidation
initiative is the latest in a decadelong series of attempts to address
shifting demographics and declinschools.
The joint OSSU proposal features
administrative collaborations, incontract and joint negotiations for
staff and teachers across member
schools. It also integrates distinctive assets in member towns, such
as the presence of the Craftsbury
Outdoor Center and Sterling College, to create educational opportunities that would be open to all
students in the larger group.
Regarding the Craftsbury School
District, the report states that “...
because the Secretary believes
that it is not practicable to require
merger at this time, the Secretary
does not propose that the State
Board merge the Craftsbury School
District with another district or
group of districts in the region in
the statewide plan. By the time the
State Board is required to issue its
statewide plan in November, it may
See DECISION, 7

State Wants Cabot
and Danville to
Reconsider Merger
by Michael Bielawski
CABOT – This past Friday the
recommendations that 18 districts
– including Cabot School – move to
merge with other districts in accordance with the 2015 school merger
law, Act 46.
Cabot had applied for alternative district status, as allowed for
under Section 9 of Act 46. Alternative status can mean not merging
with another district, but keeping
a district's independent governance
structure. The preferred district
structure called for by Act 46 would
have at least 900 students.
Cabot voters rejected a merger
proposal in the summer of 2017,
which would have closed it is high
school and merged with Danville
rejected the merger proposal by a
ratio of more than 2:1, with 356 'no'
votes against 163 'yes' votes.
With Friday's announcement,
the AoE revives the possibility of a
recommendation to the State Board
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statewide plan, which is due on or
before November 30. The report
states that:
“... the Secretary believes that
the best means of meeting the Act
46 Goals – for each district individually and for the region – is for
the State Board of Education to
merge the governance structures
of the Cabot School District and
the Danville School District into a
that provides for the education of its
PreK-12 students ... and redraw SU
boundaries so that the new UUSD
becomes a member district of the
Caledonia Central SU.”
There will be more meetings between the AOE and Cabot School
administration to discuss the best
way to provide educational services.
Superintendent Mark Tucker of
the Washington Northeast Supervisory Union oversees Cabot School.
Tucker said he has had a chance to
review the latest AOE proposal for
School.
“I am not surprised by any of it,”
See MERGER, 7

