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Q&A with Vermont
House Candidates

Lawrence Harmel
Candidate
Lawrence Hamel

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK — In the last two
elections, the Hardwick area has
voted between incumbent Rep. Jo-
seph “Chip” Troiano, D-Stannard

donia-2 seat. In both contests, the
outeome was determined by fewer
than 200 v
Homel is & fircarms instroc-
or and runs Cornerstone Resto-
ration, which revitalizes old build-
ings, including the Hardwick Inn
and 1874 Building,

@ This is the third time run-
ning again Chip Troiano. Any-
thing different this time around?

A: °T sworo last year that l‘d
never run again,
involved with the logidation that

went through, S.55, ¢
creases, Chip ing
reeond. And i you ot it r
cord, which T have, our taxes kee,

o tax in

they put through were not neces-
sary. I couldn't not run”
ow will you help make Ver-
mont more  affbrdablo ogain?
an't afford to oy the
property taxes which ke

the ot ; that’s gone up
School tax is more than half, it
run the schools than

doss owrincome housing really
cost us

9 Do sou suppart Vermant's
puhcy ol of 90 porcent renew:
able energ_y for electric and trans-
partation by 20507

“That's another one of these

pmgrams that makes us feel good,
but it does not produce energy. It
cost more t bund 8 wind turbine
then. that wind turbine will ever
praduce in electricty. Aud we
sacrifich [t
we're sacnﬁcn\g acres and acres
of farmers’ fields to put in solar
panels which are by the way not
Feeyclable, S0 at the end of their
20-year life-span, what do e do

th them

jece of property

ar energy creates a fourth of the
wasto that it wsed to?

is your position on the
mm ol'tl\e Second hmendement in

A “Fxrsl of all, someone asked

es this have to do with

5chnnl snmw And they smd nomr
. What does this have

See HAMEI., 7

Chip Troiano

Representative
Chip Troiano
by Michael Bi
HARDWICK - Rep. Joseph
“Chip” Troiano, D-Stannard, is
running for re-election against

local business owner Lawrence
Hamel for the House Caledonia-2

wski

Services. Before winning office,
he was an investigator for the
Law Firm of Willey and Power in
St. Johnsbury.

G This is the third time run-
ning again Lar 1. Any-
thing different this time around?

“Certainly we have very
different_opinions on_these gun
safety bills. It’s the primary issue
that probably separates us at this
point, although his announce-
ment letter suggested a few oth-
ers.

“I think overall people have
settled down in our communities
and have realized that none of the
measures that we've passed in-
fringe on anyone’s Second Amend-
ment rights.”

Q: How will you help make Ver-
mont more affordable?

think that the last two
years under Governor Scott we
have passed budgets that have
been exceptional as far as being
Joan. This pest 3019 budget that
we pas: s [an increase of] a
Neifatone percenl growth against
revenues coming in up about two
and a half percent now. Now that
is the recipe for a good and strong
economy for Vermont.

“I think [one] piece of afford-
ability is to pay young people
better, so that they come here,
or they stay here. There are jobs
available, our unemployment
rate is 2.8 percent and Vermont is

eat place to live. I think that
it foolish for the governor to re-
ject a reasonable minimum wage
increase over the next five years.
T think that is the key to keeping
young families in Vermont.”
young women tell me
that their salary goes totally to
daycare for two children at $500
a week, that's just not right. Its
certainly not a good way to keep
young people in Vermont.”

Q Vermont has a policy goal of
90 percent renewable energy by
2050. I this a policy you support?

A: “T am behind this. But last
session 1 continued to oppose a
carbon tax. T want to make that
clear because in the Northeast
Kingdom, you've got to drive ev-
erywhere. You've got to get in a
car [to] go evexywhexe and you

e paying more at mp.

“But certainly snlax has really
Kicked up. You see a lot of arrays
around and things that come over
the Internet talking about entire

round checks. Can you explain

AT R . difcult ime with
that. As I said, I respect the Sec-
ond Amendment. We have to
weigh these measures to see how

See TROIANO, 5

hoto by Vanssa Fournor

Hardick Elementaystudens o ) Logan Cane s Pargoreliand urtr /wamn enjoy the popsicies ihey
choo

the first week of s

New Hires at Town

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK - Over the past
couple of months, Hardwick has
taken on new hires in the roles of
Assistant Town Clerk and Busi-
ness Manage

lonia Gray started in her posi-
tion as Assistant Town Clerk on
July 2 after Sue Croms retirod
Gray said she was a scheduler of
spmauy clinics at Copley hefore

oming to work fo

verything she does, sho's
teaching me. P'm happy to be
working for t o

In the Town Managers office,

her new

asey Rowell s
i usiness

job with

Savings for thirteen years, m

Casey Rowell
recently as a branch manager.
“I'm used to overseeing a lot of
people. This will be a change of
pace,” she saic
Her new job deals largely with
finances. A part of the job is a
lual system with the Town Clerk

Offices

Tonia Gray

b will review fown finances
o B e sheck e figures. Row-
ell also said she hopes to take on
tho challenge of finding cot -

ings for the tow
She livee in mmr and said
ee HIRES, 7

Marshfield Seeks Party
Status Over Marshfield Dam

by Will Walters

MARSHFIELD - The select
board agreed with the energy
committee’s request to have the

' request party status before
the Public Utilities Commission
on Green Mountain Power's re-

quest for a certificate of public

ood for GMP’s planned work on
the Marshfield Dam in Cabot.
Tho hoard approved party status,

Nk St of e energy com-

ihoro by Vanassa Fournier

Joko Baron of Aingon Blown Giess wes e of 21 Gonders sot p duing st
Farmers' Market at Atéins Field. He was demonstrating

ar
ireart oflampwurlmg using a torch to

make his pendants. Baron, who is a

of Hazen Union, lives in Rincon, Puerto fiico, and spends the

Sumraers i Hordhwick,

mittee said GMP intends to do
work on the service spillway and
penstock and towns have the
right to address what is planned
in the application process for the
certificate of public good. Seif-
ert said that work on the service
spillway requires it to be blocked
off. That leaves the emergency
spillway as the major method to
address a water or dam emergen-
cy. Although the penstock could
also be used to take water away
from the dam, it is only able to
draw down 40 percent of what the
spillway could manage, according
to Seifert.

See DAM, 4

State Charges
Colby Costello

in Fatal

by Doug McClure

DE PARK - State’s Attorney
Paul Finnerty lod o charge i
Lamailo County Superor Court
of Gro

sulting g Coty Costlo on

2
EE

ugs), vio-
lation of the Basic Rule (Lravelmg

over limit)
and drivin to the right. Costelo
pleaded not gulty.

n its findings, the state said
Costello initially told police he
was going 50-55 mph; subsequent
the actual

per the affidavit, due to “speed-
ometer lock ... when the speedom-
eter and/or tachometer physically
locks up during a high velocity

made a gouge in the road, the affi-
davit stated, conclusively placing
Thurston’s vehicle well within the
correct lane of travel

EMTs advised police that while
working on Costello they saw nee-
dles in his car. Costello initially
denied impairment, according to

Crash

the affidavit, before telling police
e had o taen 6mg of Suborone
at 7 am.; per at Co-
Pley Fosptal nated Costello was
“falling asleep at the hospital”
and a police drug recognition ex-
pert (DRE) suspected DUI-Drugs.

Costello resisted a blood sample
initially and refused a public de-
fonder, according to separate affi-

nax), Bupernorphine (an oDlold?.
and Norubuprenorphine, accos
ing to the affidavit
ontelo was lstid raffc tick-

ets for Failure to Drive to the
Right and Basic Rule, and Con-
nor will be submitting DUI Drug-

Death Resulting charges,  the
origiual affidavit said

The penalty for Gross Negli-
gent Operation: Death Resulting
is not: more than 15 years and/or
finies ot more than $15.000, or
both.

and barely spoke, except to ac-
knowledge he understood the
charges. His attorney for this ar-

a job; the petition was granted
for payment taeards » puble de-

Hardwick Man
Arrested on
Multiple Sex
Assault Charges

by Doug McClure

ARDWICK — Vermont State
Polce (VSP) arrested Hardwick
resident Dustin Cota, 20, on Au-
Bt 30 f r a number of charges
sexual assault on

o umerabe adlt ‘and o
12:year-old bo

“The Vermont State Police ob-
tained a search warrant to recor
a conversation an individual had
with Cota, without his knowledge
the call was being recorded. Ct
aimtted o lowd and lascivi

ivi-

ale, ally assaulting the
18-year-old female, lewd and las-
civious condu me

Vestigating Gota also admitied to
‘accidentally sexually assaulting
4 The mm

both victims have cognitive and

physical disabilities,” according
SP stat

Northwest Correctional Complex
in St. Johnsbury, VT.*

Cota was on parole for luring a
child as of November 2017 and is

“He was a pretty normal guy —
until he wasn't. That's all T've got
to say about that.”

Vermont Legislature Honors
Craftsbury WWII Veteran

by Doug McClure

CRAFTSBURY - On August
26, the Nermont legidature
gave a commendation to Crafts-
bury's Curtis Whiteway. Owing
to his age, the presentation was
made at Whiteway's Craftsbury
home. Presenting the commen-
dation was Rep. Vicki Strong
(R-Orleans-Caledonia) of Albany.
Strong’s son, Jesse, was killed in

cially-delivered
carried personal weight.

“IfT get choked up, please don't
mind me,” said Strong.

Whiteway was just_eighteen
when he was deployed to Europe in

1943, As detailed in the resolution,
he fought in the Battle of the Bulge,
where he was briefly detained by
the Nazis and beaten. He was at
the liberation of the concentration
camps at Hadama, Hemer, Ham-
melburg, and Dachau 3-B, accord-
ing to the resolution, and “Curtis
Whiteway was horrified to witness
such severe human suffering.”

For his service in WW I, the
US. Government awarded him
three Bronze Stars, three Purple
Hearts, and a Silver Star.

The resolution reads “for many
years, Curtis Whiteway did not

ublicly convey his memories of
this evil.” Then, in 1978, he joined
an Emory University research ini-

tiative focused on the Holocaust.
According to the resolution, “the
Emory conversation stirred his in-
nermost memories and prompted
Curtis Whiteway to write a book
entitled Brave Men Don't Cry: The
World War IT Memoirs of a Veter-
an of the 99th Infantry Division
recognized as a Liberator of a Con-
centration Camp.”

In 1980, he became mvolved
with the predecessor to the U.
Falscmst " Momaal” Mosoom
and through the years participat-
ed in many commemorative and
remembrance activities. In 1983,
the State of Israel presented
Whiteway with a Medal of Valor
as a Righteous Gentile.
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