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State Charges
Colby Costello
in Fatal Crash

Q&A with Vermont
House Candidates

by Doug McClure

HYDE PARK – State’s Attorney
Lamoille County Superior Court
of Gross Negligence/Death Resulting against Colby Costello on
August 29 in connection with the
fatal accident Costello allegedly
the state laid out a case against
Costello for actions it said resulted in the death of 19-year-old
Dexter Thurston, including impaired driving (DUI-drugs), violation of the Basic Rule (traveling
31-32 mph over the speed limit)
and driving to the right. Costello
pleaded not guilty.

Representative
Chip Troiano
by Michael Bielawski

Candidate
Lawrence Hamel
by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK – In the last two
elections, the Hardwick area has
voted between incumbent Rep. Joseph “Chip” Troiano, D-Stannard
and local business owner Lawrence Hamel for the House Caledonia-2 seat. In both contests, the
outcome was determined by fewer
than 200 votes.
tor and runs Cornerstone Restoration, which revitalizes old buildings, including the Hardwick Inn
and 1874 Building.
Q: This is the third time running again Chip Troiano. Anything different this time around?
A: “I swore last year that I’d
never run again, but after being
involved with the legislation that
went through, S.55, the tax increases, Chip now has a voting
record. And if you follow that record, which I have, our taxes keep
increasing, the budget keeps increasing. And the gun laws that
they put through were not necessary. I couldn’t not run.”
Q: How will you help make Vermont more affordable again?
A: “You can’t afford to pay the
property taxes which keep going
up. Everybody got their tax bill
the other day; that’s gone up.
School tax is more than half, it
cost more to run the schools than
it does the highways, the police
department, the towns, the roads,
the bridges, and everything else
that we pay for in this town.
“The amount of money that
we spend on grants, low-income
housing, other programs that
make us feel good … how much
does low-income housing really
cost us?”
Q: Do you support Vermont’s
policy goal of 90 percent renewable energy for electric and transportation by 2050?
A: “That’s another one of these
programs that makes us feel good,
but it does not produce energy. It
cost more to build a wind turbine
then that wind turbine will ever
produce in electricity. And we’re

panels which are by the way not
recyclable. So at the end of their
20-year life-span, what do we do
with them?
“We have a piece of property
in Vernon [the Vermont Yankee
site], that can’t be used for anything else – ever. Why wouldn’t
we build a new state-of-the-art
nuclear plant right next to the old
one? In 55 years, technology has
increased enough to where nuclear energy creates a fourth of the
waste that it used to.”
Q: What is your position on the
state of the Second Amendment in
Vermont?
A: “First of all, someone asked
what does this have to do with
school safety? And they said nothing. What does this have to do
See HAMEL, 7

HARDWICK – Rep. Joseph
“Chip” Troiano, D-Stannard, is
running for re-election against
local business owner Lawrence
Hamel for the House Caledonia-2
seat. Troiano, a Vietnam War
combat veteran, is currently on
the House Committee on Human
he was an investigator for the
Law Firm of Willey and Power in
St. Johnsbury.
Q: This is the third time running again Larry Hamel. Anything different this time around?
A: “Certainly we have very
different opinions on these gun
safety bills. It’s the primary issue
that probably separates us at this
point, although his announcement letter suggested a few others.
“I think overall people have
settled down in our communities
and have realized that none of the
measures that we’ve passed infringe on anyone’s Second Amendment rights.”
Q: How will you help make Vermont more affordable?
A: “I think that the last two
years under Governor Scott we
have passed budgets that have
been exceptional as far as being
lean. This past 2019 budget that
we passed, has [an increase of] a
half of one percent growth against
revenues coming in up about two
and a half percent now. Now that
is the recipe for a good and strong
economy for Vermont.
“I think [one] piece of affordability is to pay young people
better, so that they come here,
or they stay here. There are jobs
available, our unemployment
rate is 2.8 percent and Vermont is
a great place to live. I think that
it’s foolish for the governor to reject a reasonable minimum wage

New Hires at Town Offices
by Doug McClure

HARDWICK – Over the past
couple of months, Hardwick has
taken on new hires in the roles of
Assistant Town Clerk and Business Manager.
Tonia Gray started in her position as Assistant Town Clerk on
July 2 after Sue Cross retired.
Gray said she was a scheduler of
specialty clinics at Copley before
coming to work for Hardwick.
“I love it,” she said of her new
role. “I was ready for a change of
pace, and I live in Hardwick.”
Gray assists Town Clerk Alberta Miller and said she’s still
learning from her.
“Everything she does, she’s
teaching me. I’m happy to be
working for the town.”
Casey Rowell started her new
job with Hardwick as Business
Manager on September 4. She
previously worked at Passumpsic
Savings for thirteen years, most

recently as a branch manager.
“I’m used to overseeing a lot of
people. This will be a change of
pace,” she said.
Her new job deals largely with
dual system with the Town Clerk

ell also said she hopes to take on
ings for the town.
She lives in Glover and said
See HIRES, 7

Costello initially told police he
was going 50-55 mph; subsequent
investigation found the actual
speed Costello was traveling was
81-82 mph, which police found,
ometer lock … when the speedometer and/or tachometer physically
locks up during a high velocity
collision, and sudden loss of vehicular electronic power.”
Thurston’s left front tie rod
davit stated, conclusively placing
Thurston’s vehicle well within the
correct lane of travel.
EMTs advised police that while
working on Costello they saw needles in his car. Costello initially
denied impairment, according to

by Will Walters

MARSHFIELD – The select
board agreed with the energy
committee’s request to have the
town request party status before
the Public Utilities Commission
on Green Mountain Power’s re-

good for GMP’s planned work on
The board approved party status,
provided that if an attorney is
to be hired, the select board will
make that decision.
Nick Seifert of the energy com-

I think that is the key to keeping
young families in Vermont.”
“When young women tell me
that their salary goes totally to
daycare for two children at $500
a week, that’s just not right. It’s
certainly not a good way to keep
young people in Vermont.”
Q: Vermont has a policy goal of
90 percent renewable energy by
2050. Is this a policy you support?
A: “I am behind this. But last
session I continued to oppose a
carbon tax. I want to make that
clear because in the Northeast
Kingdom, you’ve got to drive everywhere. You’ve got to get in a
car [to] go everywhere and you
are paying more at the pump.
“But certainly solar has really
kicked up. You see a lot of arrays
around and things that come over
the Internet talking about entire
cities and countries that are going to be carbon-free over the next
years. I think it’s doable.”
Q: Guns continue to be a big debate each year at the Statehouse.
You voted for S.55 to restrict magazine capacity and expand background checks. Can you explain
your vote?

mittee said GMP intends to do
work on the service spillway and
penstock and towns have the
right to address what is planned
in the application process for the
ert said that work on the service
spillway requires it to be blocked
off. That leaves the emergency
spillway as the major method to
address a water or dam emergency. Although the penstock could
also be used to take water away
from the dam, it is only able to
draw down 40 percent of what the
spillway could manage, according
to Seifert.
See DAM, 4

ets for Failure to Drive to the
Right and Basic Rule, and Connor will be submitting DUI DrugDeath Resulting charges, the
The penalty for Gross Negligent Operation: Death Resulting
is not more than 15 years and/or
both. DUI Drug-Death Resulting
also can carry up to 15 years.
Throughout the proceeding,
Costello showed little emotion
and barely spoke, except to acknowledge he understood the
charges. His attorney for this arraignment petitioned for Costello to have a public defender, as
Costello had neither a vehicle nor
a job; the petition was granted
for payment towards a public defender.

Hardwick Man
Arrested on
Multiple Sex
Assault Charges
by Doug McClure

Marshfield Seeks Party
Status Over Marshfield Dam

he had to taken 6mg of Suboxone
at 7 a.m.; a state trooper at Copley Hospital noted Costello was
“falling asleep at the hospital”
and a police drug recognition expert (DRE) suspected DUI-Drugs.
Costello resisted a blood sample
initially and refused a public dedavit by Trooper Brian Connor.
Police obtained a warrant for a
blood test and a lab found quantities of Alprazolam (known as Xanax), Bupernorphine (an opioid),
and Norubuprenorphine, accord-

HARDWICK – Vermont State
Police (VSP) arrested Hardwick
resident Dustin Cota, 20, on August 30 for a number of charges
relating to sexual assault on
a vulnerable adult and on a
12-year-old boy.
“The Vermont State Police obtained a search warrant to record
a conversation an individual had
with Cota, without his knowledge
the call was being recorded. Cota
admitted to lewd and lascivious conduct with the 12-year-old
male, sexually assaulting the
18-year-old female, lewd and lascivious conduct with the same
female one to two years prior, as
well as mentioned other victims,
which the State Police are still investigating. Cota also admitted to
‘accidentally’ sexually assaulting
the 12-year-old male. The State
Police investigation revealed that
both victims have cognitive and

physical disabilities,” according
to a VSP statement.
“On 8/30/18 Cota was taken into custody by the Vermont
State Police and transported to
the Middlesex State Police Bargraphs. He was then transported
to the Washington County Superior Court, Criminal Division
where he was arraigned before
the Honorable Judge VanBenthuysen and pleaded not guilty.
Cota was ordered held without
bail and was transported to the
Northwest Correctional Complex
in St. Johnsbury, VT.”
Cota was on parole for luring a
child as of November 2017 and is
a registered sex offender.
One Hardwick resident remembered Cota as a boxing coach at
the gym that used to be in the
basement of the Hardwick Inn.
“He was a pretty normal guy –
until he wasn’t. That’s all I’ve got
to say about that.”

Vermont Legislature Honors
Craftsbury WWII Veteran
by Doug McClure

CRAFTSBURY – On August
26, the Vermont legislature
gave a commendation to Craftsbury’s Curtis Whiteway. Owing
to his age, the presentation was
made at Whiteway’s Craftsbury
home. Presenting the commendation was Rep. Vicki Strong
(R-Orleans-Caledonia) of Albany.
Strong’s son, Jesse, was killed in
Iraq in 2005, so for her the specially-delivered
commendation
carried personal weight.
“If I get choked up, please don’t
mind me,” said Strong.
Whiteway was just eighteen
when he was deployed to Europe in

that. As I said, I respect the Second Amendment. We have to
weigh these measures to see how
See TROIANO, 5

1943. As detailed in the resolution,
he fought in the Battle of the Bulge,
the Nazis and beaten. He was at
the liberation of the concentration
camps at Hadama, Hemer, Hammelburg, and Dachau 3-B, according to the resolution, and “Curtis
such severe human suffering.”
For his service in WW II, the
U.S. Government awarded him
three Bronze Stars, three Purple
Hearts, and a Silver Star.
The resolution reads “for many
years, Curtis Whiteway did not
publicly convey his memories of
this evil.” Then, in 1978, he joined
an Emory University research ini-
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tiative focused on the Holocaust.
According to the resolution, “the
Emory conversation stirred his innermost memories and prompted
Curtis Whiteway to write a book
entitled Brave Men Don’t Cry: The
World War II Memoirs of a Veteran of the 99th Infantry Division
recognized as a Liberator of a Concentration Camp.”
In 1980, he became involved
with the predecessor to the U.S.
Holocaust Memorial Museum
and through the years participated in many commemorative and
remembrance activities. In 1983,
the State of Israel presented
Whiteway with a Medal of Valor
as a Righteous Gentile.

