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OSSU Faces IRS Penalty, 
$36,566 Budget Surplus

Saw Mill Saga 
Keeps Flowing 

State Police Make 
Woodbury a Priority

Craftsbury Hosts Race to Benefit 
New Nonprofit Albany Store

Greensboro Bend 
Begins Revitalization

300 Without Power As 
Hardwick Goes Dark

Police Add Equipment 
to Keep Public Safe

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK – At approxi-
mately 5:30 p.m. on September 
4, strange things began to hap-
pen with Hardwick’s power. Some 
appliances mysteriously shut off; 
desperately needed fans and air 
conditioners slowed down and 
then stopped running. And then, 
at about 6 p.m., everything went 
dark. The alarm on the GRACE 
building started going off. Fire 
trucks rushed to Hardwick Ele-
mentary as its alarm has sound-
ed, as well. In the case of the 

school, a brownout had caused a 
piece of equipment to burn out, 
generating a “very bad smell” but 

at the scene.

about half an hour later and then, 
twenty minutes later, went out 
again. It was not until about 7:30 
p.m. that it was back on for good.

“We lost a main line fuse out 
of Hardwick substation yester-
day,” said Hardwick Electric De-
partment (HED) Chairman Mike 
Sullivan. “[The] crew thought a 
transformer had failed, but it was 
okay.”

Foreman Brian Forant said the 

and affected about 300 people. 
The affected piece of equipment 
was a three-phase fuse. When one 
phase was lost, it caused a brown-
out before the fuse completely 
failed.

“Any time your electric starts 

immediately unplug any sensitive 
electronics,” added Forant. He 
said once HED had investigated 
to make sure nothing beyond the 
fuse had failed – “no squirrels, no 
birds” – HED brought the power 
back up.

Some in Hardwick may have 

by Doug McClure

ALBANY – The Albany General 
Store currently sits derelict four 

-
ny Community Trust (ACT) has 
purchased the property and plans 
to reopen the store in 2019. This 
Sunday, Sept. 16, Craftsbury is 
hosting a race to help support its 
northern neighbor.

With a simple mission “To pos-
itively impact the growth and 
prosperity of Albany, Vt.,” the 
group sees re-opening the store 
as a cornerstone of its objective 
to revitalize the town. Like most 
Vermont towns, Albany has had 
a country store as its community 
core for most of its life. According 
to the ACT, the town has had at 
least seven stores, sometimes 
more than one at a time.

town of under one-thousand res-
idents has been without a store to 
buy grocery staples, baked goods, 
coffee, gas, beverages and news-
papers or a place to gather with 
family and friends,” the ACT web-
site says.

members of the steering commit-
tee for the store all shared stories 
about what the store meant to 
them. 

“I got involved with the Albany 
Store project in a minor support 
capacity last December for a pure-

the store was open last, several 
years ago, while working across 
the street, I could walk over and 

get a nice cup of soup and a sand-
wich for lunch. I noticed how the 
store was an attraction for good 
food, friendly faces and the latest 
gossip. How I have missed that. I 
had to get involved even in a mi-
nor role to see it open and thriv-
ing… and I want some soup!” said 
Cathy Wilder, one of the town’s 
Justices of the Peace. 

Albany Select Board member 
Chris Jacobs said, “To me the 
‘heart’ of Albany is/was its store. I 
am very concerned to see it oper-
ate again and serve our commu-
nity.”

The ACT said it plans to lease 
the refurbished store to an opera-
tor while maintaining ownership. 
The adjacent property which fell 

also been purchased for parking 
and green space. 

“The store/café will be a wel-
coming place for everyone in 
the community and serve a wide 
range of customers including 
Albany residents, commuters, 
snow travelers, bike tours, tour-
ists and others passing through 
Albany. It will be a gathering 

place, a place to get grocery sta-
ples and local products, as well 
as prepared food,” said ACT in 
a statement. It noted that Alba-
ny has received funding support 
from many sources, including 
the Preservation Trust of Ver-
mont and Vermont Community 
Foundation, as well as private 
individuals. Albany is also a des-
ignated Village Center by the 
Agency of Commerce and Com-
munity Development.

Albany and Craftsbury share 
some outdoor recreation destina-
tions, including parts of Hosmer 
Pond and parts of the Craftsbury 
Outdoor Center’s network of 
trails.

The Craftsbury Village Store 
and the Craftsbury Outdoor Cen-
ter are sponsors of the race which 

-
bany General Store. The 10-mile 
run will take dirt roads from the 
Craftsbury Village Store to Alba-
ny’s store, with lunch provided 
by the Craftsbury Village Store 

and closes at 5 p.m. on Saturday, 
Sept. 15. Interested racers or 
those wanting to volunteer can 
go to runreg.com/genny-tenny for 
information.

by Michael Bielawski

WOODBURY – In response 
to tensions between neighbors, 
including allegations of animal 
abuse, threats of violence, police 
visits and, in one incident, shots 

-
lice have told a select board mem-
ber that Woodbury will become a 
priority again.

This was part of the closing dis-
cussion to Monday’s select board 
meeting. The board and audi-
ence members acknowledged that 
things are getting a little tense in 
a few hot-spots in the community 
and an increased law-enforcement 
presence is going to be necessary.

It is expected that at one of 
the next select board meetings, a 
representative from the Vermont 
State Police Middlesex barracks 
will attend to discuss the logistics 
of such coverage. The state police 

are struggling state wide with 
-

sues, especially for communities 
like Calais and Woodbury, where 
they have to travel long distances 
to respond.

See WOODBURY, 4

by Will Walters

CABOT – The Saw Mill Dam 
and the old structures of the mill 
continue to keep the public in-
terested, with between 20 and 
30 people attending most of the 
last four select board meetings in 
hope of learning more about the 
proposed projects.

A growing number of partici-
pants say that attendance has 
increased because there appears 
to be inadequate transparency 
in the process and information is 
only being sporadically supplied 
to the public. “The information 
we’re getting is like standing on 
quicksand,” said one.

At the most recent meeting, 
Matthew Becker, projects man-
ager for sites management of the 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation, and Kevin Geiger 
of Two Rivers-Ottauquechee Re-
gional Planning Commission an-
swered questions about the proj-
ect. Geiger is administering the 
Community Development and 
Buildings Grant (CDBG) for The 
Housing and Urban Development 
Department.

Select board chair Mike Hogan 
initiated the discussion by stat-
ing that removal is a two-phase 
project and what is now under 
consideration is phase one, the 
purchase of the property. It does 
not cover the costs of removing 
the dam, which is the goal of the 
project.

Becker led the discussion, say-
ing his jurisdiction is not demoli-
tion or dam removal, but rather 
cleaning up contamination and 
ground water from historical 
properties. He said the town did 
due diligence via environmen-
tal studies, and he did not see 
too much more that needed to 
be done. He explained that Gei-
ger would handle doing what is 
necessary on the town’s behalf. 
Two reports are completed: one a 
desktop analysis and another one 
for phase two for which “they ac-
tually went out and collected wa-
ter samples.”

Hogan said there was a 300-
page report that the select board 
put together, plus an executive 

chemicals and the levels that 
were found in response to a ques-
tion from the public. He said one 
chemical, benzaldehyde, was 
found in the soil on the east side 
of the Winooski River. This is the 
site of a tannery. Pollution was 
also found on the west side of the 
river. He said the level was above 
that for the industrial standard, 

from that of the residential stan-
dard. He explained that if the 
reading is above the industrial 

See SAGA, 7

See DARK, 4

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK – At the 6 Sep-
tember meeting of the Hardwick 
Select Board, Hardwick Police 
Chief Aaron Cochran provided an 
update on the search for a new 

and new equipment and train-
ing to improve public safety and 
gather data.

Town Manager Jon Jewett 
brought up an upcoming an-
nouncement about Hardwick re-
ceiving a national commendation 
and also brought up an interest-
ing matter for the board to re-
solve which is at least a century 
or older.

The select board meeting be-
gan with Jewett and select board 
member Elizabeth Dow going 
over a map of Hardwick from 
1781. Labeled “The Judevine 

Plan,” the map depicted a layout 
of Hardwick with equal square 
parcels laid out in a grid. The 
mystery of why a two-hundred-
thirty-seven-year-old map would 
start a 2018 select board meeting 
soon was answered.

A property owner looking to 
buy property had discovered 
their property was designated 
as leased property, meaning the 
town owned the property and 
leased it to pay for schools. Dow 
said this practice was common 
at the time and used not just for 
schools, but other community 
buildings, such as churches. 

Select Board Chair Eric 
Remick said that as the town 
had not collected any lease pay-
ments for at least a century and 
the property had transferred 
ownership multiple times, a quit-

by Doug McClure

GREENSBORO BEND – The 
Bend Revitalization Initiative 
(BRI) held its third meeting on 
September 6 at the Bend Meth-
odist Church. This meeting drew 
25 people. The group’s objective is 
to revitalize the Bend by repair-
ing existing housing, developing 
new structures, attracting new 
business and focusing on grants 
to facilitate improvements.

Greensboro Bend is known as 
“the town the railroad built,” ac-
cording to the Greensboro Histor-
ical Society. An 1869 grant got a 
loop of railroad to route through 
what was at the time a cedar 
swamp, and construction of a 
railroad station quickly brought 
Greensboro Bend to life as a dis-
tinct village center separate from 
Greensboro proper. With the 
ebb of the railroad, though, the 
Bend’s economy faltered.

The Bend was designated a Vil-
lage Center in June 2015, provid-
ing priority access to additional 
funding through the Agency of 
Commerce and Community De-

velopment. The BRI grew out 
of a series of discussions, nota-
bly Town Meeting 2018. At the 
April 11 select board meeting, 
the Greensboro Conservation 
Commission got the green light 
to proceed with purchasing a 
Place-based Landscape Analy-
sis and Community Engagement 
(PLACE) study from UVM, using 

supporting grants.
At its second and third meet-

ings, the BRI established three 
teams: the “Rebound the Bend 
Team,” focusing on housing re-
pairs; the “Re-development 
Team,” also known as the “RED 
Team,” focusing on new struc-
tures; and a funding team 
charged with identifying grants 
and funding to support the revi-
talization effort. The group has 
also held several events aimed at 
raising public awareness of the 
Bend, its history and its architec-
ture. Among the highlights of the 
Bend is that the Lamoille Valley 
Rail Trail (LVRT) passes through 
the village, and a walk along its 

See REVITALIZATION, 4

See EQUIPMENT, 7

by Michael Bielawski

HARDWICK – There was a 
little bit of tension in the room 
during a portion of the Orleans 
Southwest Supervisory Union 
(OSSU) board meeting on Thurs-

-
cer John Smith reported on some 
Affordable Care Act (ACA) paper-

penalty for the supervisory union.
The year of the oversight was 

2015. There were two documents 
that related to making sure ev-
eryone was covered with insur-
ance. The employee in question is 
no longer with the OSSU.

It was not stated outright, but 
there were some hints that the 
mistake happened with the busi-

ness manager position. This po-
sition has changed at least three 
times in as many years.

Board member Kim Silk asked 
Smith how this happened and 
what’s been done to ensure it 
doesn’t happen again.

“I cannot speak to how the 
problem started, because I was 
not here,” Smith said, who was 
not employed at the OSSU that 
year.

Silk.
“Unfortunately, that’s not a 

good enough answer, but keep go-
ing,” Silk said.

Smith explained that the 
OSSU has a lawyer who is work-
ing on completing the missing 
documents, as well as a cover 

See SURPLUS, 3
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