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Possible Lawsuit
Over Act 46 Mergers

Proposed Library
Addition Discussed
by Doug McClure

HARDWICK – The main agenda item for the October 5 select
board meeting was the updated expansion plan presented by
Jeudevine Memorial Library
trustee chair Jodi Lew-Smith and
librarian Lisa Sammet.
Lew-Smith wanted to get an
idea of what sort of assistance
the library could get in realizing
its expansion plans. The study
committee relied heavily on public input after the previous failed

bond vote and capped its expenditures to $1.5 million, with a
requirement that any architect
would keep to that budget, have
library experience, and have been
involved in previous historic renovations.
The select board felt that the
requests were workable, but not
without solid numbers on factors such as asbestos abatement

by Doug McClure

GREENSBORO – Greensboro
attorney David Kelley is planning
suit against the state on behalf
of multiple schools and districts
if, as most expect, the state plans
to proceed with forced mergers in

Chair Danny Hale noted that the
Flood Zone’s ruins had cost nearly
See LIBRARY, 4

Training, Test Scores,
Budget Blues Dominate
Marathon Meeting
by Michael Bielawski

and make smart, quick decisions,

HARDWICK – The Orleans
Southwest Supervisory Union
(OSSU) is training staff and students to be prepared for a school
shooting or other violent attack.
portant topics discussed at a
late-running OSSU meeting,
which outlasted much of the audience.
The training program is called
the ALICE training (Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter and Evacuate). It is designed to help teachers and students assess a threat

Parents have not yet been formally informed about this training, and the board discussed at
length when and how parents
will be engaged. It is anticipated
that local or supervisory unionwide public meetings will soon be
scheduled. The training of staff
is expected to be completed this
week.
“The traditional lock-down that
has been in place for a long time
is about lights go out, doors get
See TRAINING, 6

The Agency of Education (AoE)
next meets on the October 17.
Kelley and several others expect
ized at that meeting or even adopted, well in advance of the November 30 deadline.
Fifteen schools and districts
have voted to take part in Kelley’s action. Should the Board
of Education make the expected
decision to force unwanted mergers, the suit will proceed, Kelley
said, and he expects it to be one of
many to follow.
“We’ve sent a litigation hold
letter to the Agency of Education telling them not to destroy
any documents that there may
be [pertinent to] litigation. If [the
AoE] adopts that plan, I can assure you there will be well over a
dozen school districts that go to
court.,” said Kelley.
”There’s districts that have
merged and have discovered that

HARDWICK – Anyone walking
by the Peace Park on Main Street
Wednesday evening would have
heard singing, poetry, and candle
lights. This was an annual vigil
to remember victims of domestic
violence, an event put on by the
local domestic violence support
group AWARE. Around 40 peo-

the equal protection clause of the
U.S. Constitution.”
The phrase “arbitrary and capricious” is no accident but is a

“private property [shall not] be
taken for public use, without just
compensation,” Kelley said.
“You’re taking money from one
community and giving it to another community. But those were
only two of the issues. I think
there’s at least a dozen issues
around the state that lend themselves to an important and meaningful court of appeals case.”
When asked if a successful suit
might be tantamount to unraveling the thread of Act 46 in its
entirety, Kelley said that was a
Maine’s decade-old consolidation
effort is now being met with “divorces” between districts, a situation also being played out in West

U.S. law, it indicates ‘an absence
of a rational connection between
the facts found and the choice
made’ (Natural Resources. v. U.S.,
966 F.2d 1292, 97, (9th Cir.’92)).
Kelley said that, in his opin-

Kelley said in this event the
negative impacts of Act 46 on less
well-off, remote, and rural districts might get more attention.
As one example, he cited distances between merged schools and
communities as is more prevalent
in the NEK.
“[Those bus rides matter], es-

merger of Calais and East Montpelier also might violate the U.S.
Constitution’s Fifth Amendment’s
Takings Clause which states that

who are further and further from
their local elementary school.
Those are parents who are more
See LAWSUITS, 4

State Board Working
Through Details of Act 46
by Doug McClure

meetings before making decisions
about what school districts will
State Board of Education attempted to clarify the wording in

Vigil Remembers Domestic
Violence Victims
by Michael Bielawski

it was not what they had understood or expected. And there is
a growing sense of discontent
in some of those districts. So, I
wouldn’t be surprised if there
wouldn’t be some districts in a
merged supervisory district that
decide that they would go to
court.”
In limited testimony at the October 2 meeting, Kelley told the
board of two examples where the
application of forced mergers was
inconsistent.
“[These mergers were] an arbitrary and capricious decision in
my opinion, and that would vio-

ple attended, including men and
women, old and young and two

drew a restraining order against
him for alleged domestic violence.

AWARE director Anna Pirie
began the vigil by introducing a
special plaque in honor of domestic violence victim Rhonda Gray.
Gray was a victim of a murder/
suicide by her husband, Troy
Gray, in 2013. The tragedy occurred just days after she with-

blow to her family and to our community, but her death has inspired
a very important group called the
Community Allies for safety, trust,
and respect,” Pirie said.
Grays death is largely considered the reason for the creation of
See VIGIL, 4

the June recommendations about
forced mergers from the Secretary of Education.
Attendees spent most of the
a term used repeatedly in the initial recommendations to describe
districts where, in the Secretary’s
view, a merger made sense.
In the end, the board came up
with several criteria, which at
least one member was not comfortable enough to support without making very clear that these
were working guidelines and not
ed that the last section of the recommendations regarding redrawing supervisory union boundaries
might be necessary.
ing, the board heard testimony from the districts and public. Among those speaking was
Greensboro attorney David Kelley, who is also the lead counsel
for a possible lawsuit to block Act

In Sports, 10

In Towns, 2

In Arts, 6

CHARGER RUNNERS
PLACE HIGH

LIBRARY PLAY STRUCTURE
GRAND OPENING

NORTH SEA GAS
AT HIGHLAND CENTER

46 forced mergers.
Kelley gave brief testimony
about the capricious application
of law in Act 46’s forced mergers. He drew his argument from
words inscribed on the U.S. Sumarble, which promises equal
justice under the law.
“That simple idea has been the
North Star of the American Journey. Jefferson told us we fought
a revolution for it. At Gettysburg,
their lives, Lincoln told us they
died for that idea,” he said. “What
does that have to do with the Secretary’s proposed plan?”
merger of Barnard with Woodstock where, as in Woodbury, a
single student graduated – but
no merger was recommended. He
next brought up the forced merger of Calais with East Montpelier, where East Montpelier had
bonded major debt for facilities
See DETAILS, 7

