
Volume 130 Number 36Wednesday, September 18, 2019

In Sports, 8 In Towns, 2 In Arts, 6
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PERFORM AT MUSIC BOX

BEAR JOINS

GENNY TENNY RUN

FILM TO INCREASE SUICIDE

PREVENTION AWARENESS

See AGENDA, 4

See MEYER, 4

by Tyler Molleur

GREENSBORO – It’s a quar-
ter past six on a Tuesday night. 
While most people are sitting 
down to dinner, Patty Meyer of 
Hardwick is leaving her house 
to head to the Hardwick Rescue 
building to answer a call.

“Hardwick Rescue, I need you 
to respond to 2875 Hardwick 
Street in Greensboro, the High-
land Center for the Arts. We have 
a report of a 72-year-old female 
with an unknown medical prob-
lem,” reported the dispatcher, 
as members of the ambulance’s 
Tuesday night crew signed on to 
the call.

It’s a routine that’s familiar to 
Meyer, who has been on the Tues-
day night shift for many years. 
But after the ambulance pulled 
up to the building and she walked 
in to search for the patient, Mey-
er was met instead with a large 
round of applause. Dozens of her 
family members, friends, and 
colleagues had lured the beloved 
EMT to Highland Center for the 
Arts to celebrate her life’s dedi-
cation to the rescue squad, and 
the state’s recognition of her hard 
work.

Nominated by her peers, Mey-
er is the recipient of the 2019 
EMS Lifetime Award. As Vermont 
EMS chief Dan Batsie discussed 
the recipient’s achievements, he 

an individual bringing people to-

celebration progressed on the eve 
of September 11.

“In my travels as I investigate 
and inspect, what I see is often 
a reminder of the erosion of our 
communities,” Batsie said. “And 

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK – On September 
10, the Hardwick Area Commu-
nity Justice Center (HACJC) held 
a public meeting to explain the 
principles and practices of restor-
ative justice and its potential ben-

HACJC Director Carol Plante 
hosted the event, with attendees 
Mike Carlisle of St. Johnsbury 
Probation and Parole, Corporal 
Steve Mitchell of the Hardwick 
Police Department, and Rep. Chip 
Troiano (D-Caledonia-2) of Stan-
nard. Troiano shared relevant in-
sights from his former days as a 

by June Pichel Cook

CRAFTSBURY – Four years 
ago, a community visit coordinat-
ed through the Vermont Council 
on Rural Development led to the 
town determining three priori-
ties: land protection, cell phone 
and broadband access, and build-
ing partnerships between school 
and community.  Task forces were 
organized, one of which was the 
Cell and Broadband Committee.

The Cell and Broadband Com-
mittee (CBC) was instrumental 
in obtaining $312,000 in grants 
with federal funds from the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA ) and the Northern Border 
Regional Commission (NBRC). 
The town gave a $25,000 match 
as in-kind payment of engineer-

by Emmett Avery 

WOODBURY – The Orleans 
Southwest Union Elementary 
District’s (OSUED) September 
10 board meeting agenda covered 
a wide range of topics, including 
a report from Greensboro about 
repairs needed for asbestos in 
Lakeview and Hardwick school 
buildings, considerations of eq-
uity in sports teams across the 
union, and a request regarding 
board members’ visits to schools.

Larry Eldred, Director of Build-
ings and Grounds at the Wood-
bury campus, gave the board a 
report on his projects across the 
new union. “The last two months 
have been extremely busy,” El-
dred said. Over the summer 
Eldred completed a number of 
tasks set in motion by the former 
Lakeview school board. When he 

-
ty was to address safety and code 
violations, including the presence 

by Will Walters

PLAINFIELD – An opening 
ceremony for the new recreation 

-
day from 3 to 6 p.m.

The shelter was funded by a 
$4,000 grant from the state De-
partment of Buildings & General 
Services’ Recreational Facilities 
grants program and $4,000 in 
matching funds from the town, 
said Jamie Spector of the recre-
ation committee. After the grant 
was awarded in September of 
2018, approximately 40 people 

by Doug McClure

EAST HARDWICK – In just 
a few years, business for East 

has grown as rapidly as the hops 
it harvests. When The Gazette 
met with owners Karen and Kev-
in Broderick two years ago, their 

Yard is one of the largest opera-
tions of its kind in Vermont. The 
business is drawing praise from 
home brewers across the state for 
its uniquely Vermont product.

In language usually reserved 
for wine critics, in 2017 Kevin 

Centennial and Cascade hops as 
having a “terroir,” or character 
endemic to its local environment. 
Now, Vermont breweries are us-
ing the term to describe not only 
those original two hops, but the 
Brodericks’ feral hops, as well. 
Two years ago there was barely 

by Doug McClure

HARDWICK – Until last Sat-
urday, Hardwick Fitness in the 
Hardwick Inn was scheduled to 
close at the end of September. 
That was when Danielle Bailey, 
who had been in discussions with 
previous owner Karen Dunlap 
since April, signed the papers to 
take over the business. It was im-

-
ness center in Hardwick for use 
by its residents, Bailey said.

“I was so nervous after signing 
the papers I couldn’t eat,” Bailey 
said, “but I went home, and when 
I got back maybe a half-hour lat-
er I already had a new one-year 
membership.”

Bailey, who previously ran a 
registered daycare, was planning 
to retire when she found out that 
Hardwick Fitness was going to 
close. 

“I felt compelled to save this 
[business] for the community,” 
she said.

Bailey, a former client of the 
-

ness centers within driving dis-
tance are large chains, Hardwick 
Fitness is a local business and 

Meyer Honored for 
Service with Rescue Squad

then I get to come here.”
Many of the members of the res-

cue squad praised Meyer’s talent 
for bringing people together. Tim 
Nisbet of Greensboro, a member 
of the squad since 1988, described 
Meyer as the recruiter who en-
couraged him to join back when 
he was establishing the Greens-
boro Garage in Hardwick. Nisbet 
eventually turned into a recruiter 
himself, at one point employing 
several staff who responded to 
rescue calls while at work.

Pete Cook, of East Hardwick, 
joined the rescue squad in 1975 
and volunteered for more than 
30 years. In 1993, Cook took a 
leave of absence to care for a fam-
ily member who was terminally 
ill. After his family member had 
passed, Cook recalled how Mey-

er had gently encouraged him to 
return to the squad. Her talent 
for inspiring vital members of the 
community to get involved has 
not gone unnoticed.

“You truly are the heart of 
Hardwick Rescue,” Nisbet said, 
toasting the guest of honor.

Meyer’s supportive, warm, 
and empathetic demeanor goes 
well beyond supporting her col-
leagues. Many also view her as a 
mentor with exceptional interper-
sonal skills when caring for her 
patients.

“She has taught me something 
you cannot learn from a book,” 
said Mary Hall, a current mem-
ber from Hardwick. “She taught 
me how to be totally present with 
a patient.”

OSUED Agenda: 
Equity, Asbestos, 
Campus Visit Rules

of asbestos tile in Lakeview and 
Hardwick Elementary buildings. 
  The asbestos is not yet a safety 
issue, Eldred said, but he added 
that the tiles are starting to dis-
integrate and will need to be ad-
dressed soon. Eldred estimates 
the cost for remediation at the 
Lakeview site is $20,000-$25,000.

 The Hardwick site, which has a 
smaller affected area, will cost less, 
Eldred said. He recommended that 
the issues not be addressed while 
school is in session, and suggest-
ed scheduling the Lakeview and 
Hardwick projects for next sum-
mer. Asbestos was also found in the 
boiler room at Woodbury but, pro-
viding nails or screws are not driv-
en into the affected building mate-
rials, Eldred said it should not pose 
a health issue. The schools imple-
mented a monitoring program in 
1976, and Eldred said he does not 
believe the buildings are in viola-
tion at this point.Hardwick Fitness 

Finds New Owner
should remain in the community.

“I’ve lived in Hardwick my 
entire life,” Bailey said. “I want 
to see Hardwick [thrive], and I 
see this business as an asset for 
the community. I’m also trying 
to keep every dollar I can in the 
community.”

To that end, Bailey is only deal-
ing with local companies where 
possible, she said. Future plans 
include sponsoring Wildcats bas-
ketball and possible collabora-
tions with other community or-
ganizations. But for now, Bailey 
is focused on continuity: “Making 

then improvements,” Bailey said. 
One change Bailey has already 
implemented is to offer mem-
bers 24-hour access to the gym 
through use of a PIN code. Be-
yond that, Bailey hopes members 
will continue to offer feedback 
about changes and improvements 
they would like to see.

“I really haven’t had time to 
think of all the options yet,” Bai-
ley said. 

Bailey is not the only one hap-
py to see the business contin-
ue. Hardwick Inn owner Larry 

See FITNESS, 4

Craftsbury Dark Fiber 
Network Lit and Connected

ing and project management.
At its last meeting, the select 

board received two reports on 
the status of broadband service 
in town. Kristen Fountain and 
David Stoner of the CBC report-
ed on the completion of grants 
received almost three years ago; 
Michael Birnbaum, founder and 
CEO of Kingdom Fiber updated 
the board on current service and 
installations in Craftsbury.

Fountain, who served as the 
grant administrator, handed a 
10-inch thick, 3-ring binder to the 
board with a smile and sense of 
relief, noting that closure paper-

-
quires 3-year follow up reporting 
and number of jobs created. Both 
grants were premised on economic 
development being spurred by en-

hancement of broadband services.
“We are done,” she said, “in 

terms of the grant.”
Birnbaum said the town’s dark 

connections to town-owned, com-
pany-owned, and state-owned 

available throughout the three 
networks in town.

-
ber network and initially rolled 
out subscriber data service in 
March,” Birnbaum said. “We are 

-
scriber response and can report 
widespread satisfaction with our 
service.”

Birnbaum explained that the 
Craftsbury networks were di-

See CONNECTED, 4

Public Meeting Explores Restorative Justice
Vermont public defender. 

As detailed on its website, the 
focus of restorative justice is 
“making amends for harm to those 
impacted by crime or other offens-
es and the community.”  But Town 
Manager Shaun Fielder claims 
the program has useful applica-
tions beyond criminal cases and 
has even been used to help resolve 
disputes between neighbors. 

The practice of restorative jus-
tice, Troiano said, allows lawmak-
ers to take into consideration the 
circumstances or environmental 
factors that may have led some-
one to break the law.  

“How did this person get here, 

and where do we go from here?” 
Troiano asked. “What’s the best 
option to have this person contin-
ue to be productive without going 
to jail?” 

“We look at the criminal history 
[of the offender],” Mitchell said, 
when trying to determine if some-
one is a good candidate for re-
storative justice.  “Sometimes it’s 
just misbehavior.” In such cases, 
restorative justice can offer a pos-
itive alternative to the penalties 
of the criminal justice system. 

In less serious criminal cases, 
such as driving with a suspend-
ed license, restorative justice can 
help to avoid potentially devas- See JUSTICE, 4

tating legal consequences such as 
loss of license or transportation. 
Troiano described the “downward 
spiral” that can result from com-
mitting minor offenses, such as 
driving with an expired vehicle 
inspection sticker. If a person can-
not afford the repairs necessary 
to obtain a new sticker, Troiano 
explained, they may be pulled 
over and ticketed repeatedly. As 

the infraction can escalate into 
a criminal matter. In such cases, 
restorative justice can provide op-
tions that allow the person to take 
responsibility while continuing to 

Picnic Shelter 
Officially Opened

volunteered over a period of 12 
to 18 months to help build the 
shelter. Efforts concluded in the 
spring of 2019 with completion of 
the roof.

Posts and other wood used for 
building the shelter were made 
by Seth Kelley of Knobb Hill Join-
ery, Spector said. Kelly, a timber 
framer, made the structure with 
hand-hewn materials and pegs. 

In addition to the shelter struc-
-

cient funds for four picnic tables. 
Electrical outlets and lighting 

See SHELTER, 4

Whitefield Hop 
Yard Grows Rapidly

enough feral, or wild-grown hops, 
to make a small test batch. Now, 
the plants tower over one end of 

plants may be survivors of hops 
farmed there over a century ago. 
At that time, hops cultivation was 
so widespread in the area that lo-
cals created a map to locate the 
farms growing it.

“These guys are kind of rejuve-
nating this industry, which was 
dead – completely gone,” said 
Robert Grim, Head Brewer of 
Foam Brewers, in a USDA-spon-
sored educational video about the 

unique to Vermont, and taking 

in a glass is an amazing experi-
ence.”

This year’s harvest has grown 
to about 900 pounds of hops, said 
Karen Broderick. “We’re sold out 
at this point,” she said.

While production has grown 

See HOP, 4


