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CRAFTSBURY – Reimburse-
ments from the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency (FEMA) 
are not expected to be paid out 
before the end of the year. At its 
meeting last week, Select Board 
Chair Bruce Urie reported pros-
pects are dim for receiving any 
funds soon for expenditures for 
repairs for the Halloween storm.

The amount of paperwork in 
meeting FEMA regulations is 
momentous, Urie said. Urie, Vice 
Chair Jim Jones and Road Su-
pervisor Steve Marckres recently 
attended a FEMA meeting which 

to be enrolled in the state’s portal 
by Feb. 14 to be in line for receiv-
ing funds.

Urie distributed a Vermont 
League of Cities & Town’s pro-
curement policy for review by 
Vice Chair Jones and Susie Hous-
ton to be considered at the next 
meeting. Currently, the town does 
not have a formal procurement 
policy, which is a requirement 
under FEMA regulations. Oth-
er requirements include data on 

MONTPELIER – On recent forum posts, some area residents 
expressed confusion about how the state determines whether 
their internet service options qualify as broadband. Much of that 
confusion is based on how that statistic is obtained, and the state’s 
methodology differs from that of the federal government.

The Federal Communications Commission uses census blocks 
to determine broadband availability, which for rural areas can 

HARDWICK – Voters in Hard-
wick, Craftsbury, Greensboro, 
and Stannard will vote at Town 
Meeting on a solution to the lack 
of available high-speed internet, 
according to Katherine Sims, 
Director of Northeast Kingdom 
Collaborative (NEKC). Voters 
will be asked whether the town 
should enter into a communica-
tions union district (CUD) “to 
be known as NEK Community 
Broadband, under the provisions 
of 30 V.S.A. Ch82.”

A CUD is made up of two or 

purpose to build, maintain, and 
operate broadband infrastructure 
in order to provide high-speed in-

HARDWICK – The Town of 
Hardwick, Hazen Union and Or-
leans Southwest Union Elemen-
tary School District (OSUESD) 
have released Annual Reports 
with budgets and estimated tax 
rates.

Town of Hardwick
The Town of Hardwick Bud-

get for FY 2021 is $3,465,120, a 
3.14% increase from FY 2020. 
Estimated FY 2021 revenues in-
creased by 1.98% from the previ-

FY 2021’s estimated municipal 
property tax rate before appropri-
ations is up 1.92% to $1.2781 per 
$100. That equals $1,278.13 on a 
$100,000 property. 

If all appropriations pass at 
Town Meeting, the estimated 
municipal property tax impact 
will be $0.0224, or $22.40 on a 
$100,000 home. With appropri-
ations, the estimated municipal 

MONTPELIER – A bill pro-
posed at the Statehouse seeks 

school grounds across the state so 

Rep. Brian Smith, R-Orleans-1, 
sponsored bill H.847 which “pro-

school property in Vermont.”
The bill would ban the practice 

campuses; a trend largely start-
ed in Vermont with Black Lives 

state and the nation to raise the 

two years ago.
Smith, who has not replied to 

a request for comment for this 
-

bates at school board meetings 

more pressing matters, such as 
school budgets. He said this bill is 
not about taking sides on issues 

Rep. Joseph “Chip” Troiano 
said he supports allowing schools 

-

healthy discussion and debate. 
Sharing an experience from the 

CRAFTSBURY – A range of 
subjects were covered at the Feb-
ruary 12 meeting of the Crafts-
bury school board. Included were 

updates on tech and the most re-
cent OSSU meeting, and approval 
for a Request For Proposal seek-

to start work on the proposed new 
elementary school building.

Craftsbury Principal Merri 
Greenia kicked off the meeting 
with the principal’s report. Gree-
nia said the school has imple-
mented a new data collection sys-
tem to track student behavioral 

the program, Greenia reported, 
90% of behavioral referrals were 
made between noon and the end 

WOLCOTT – While voters at 
Wolcott’s Town Meeting won’t 
be asked about joining a Com-
munications Union District 
(CUD) to address the issue of 
broadband, the town is actively 
investigating options, accord-
ing to select board member 
Michael Davidson. Wolcott is 
faced with a lack of foundation 
for broadband. According to 
Vermont’s December 2018 sta-
tistics, no E911 address in Wol-
cott has internet service that 

broadband, which is 25 Mega-
bit per second (Mbps) down 
and 5 Mbps up.

At previous select board 

broadband as an issue affect-
ing Wolcott’s ability to grow its 
nonresidential tax base. David-
son said in an e-mail, “expand-
ing access to broadband can 
open doors of opportunity for 
the entire Wolcott community, 
including small business own-

and medical care providers.”
On Feb. 27, a Lamoille 

Broadband Conference will 
be held at the Johnson town 

 

property tax rate increased to 
$1.3006, or 3.72% ($1300.60 on a 
$100,000 home). The one new ap-
propriation for FY 2021 is $1,500 
for the Craftsbury Community 
Care Center. To get on the list of 
appropriations, an organization 
needs just 5% of the town to sign 
on with its request.

In its budget, Hardwick pro-
posed establishing a capital fund 

equipment was paid for by bonds. 
Other departments use a capital 
fund to avoid bringing a bond 
to citizens. A capital fund is dif-
ferent than a bond, because the 
town doesn’t pay interest on it. 
Instead, monies collect on a year-
to-year basis and accrue over 
time which avoids the need to go 
to bond. After a bond at this Town 
Meeting, the capital fund should 
be able to pay for future major 
Fire Department expenses.

WOODBURY – At last week’s 
select board meeting a resident 
read a proposal that the Town 
of Woodbury become a sanctu-
ary-town for Second Amendment 
rights. The proposal is not ex-
pected to be up for a vote at Town 

warning for the agenda has al-
ready gone out, but it could still 
come up for discussion.

uniforms and related expenses; 
bridge and road standards; and 
litigation processes. Urie indi-
cated that the town’s bridge and 
road standards have been sent 
to the state; the town’s litigation 
plan was accepted.

The town was assigned a 
FEMA project manager and will 
be receiving assistance from a 
technical support person. Resi-
dent Penelope Doherty attended 
the FEMA meeting and offered 
her assistance in researching and 
preparing some of the paperwork 
required.

In other road issues, the board 

and affects reimbursements re-
ceived from the state. According 
to the report, the town has 7.96 
miles of state highway; 18.23 
miles of Class 2 roads; 42.39 of 
Class 3 roads; 6.47 of Class 4 
roads; and 2.67 of Legal Trails. 
The town is reimbursed based on 

The board voted unanimous-
ly to order a new town truck, an 
International 7600, from Clark’s 

Resident Justin Brown read a 
prepared statement during the 
public comment period.

“We the people of Woodbury 
have taken notice of the recent 
hostility among our lawmakers 
towards our inalienable right to 
self defense,” he said. “This is 
evident in their attempts to pass 
legislation eroding our right to 
keep and bare [sic] arms in de-
fense of ourselves and the state 
as protected by Article 16 of the 
Vermont Constitution and the 
Second Amendment of the Consti-
tution of the United States.”

It continues to state that 
law-abiding gun owners are tak-
ing the fall for violent acts by 
those who won’t follow new laws.

“The inalienable right to 
self-defense does not come from 
man or man’s laws, these rights 
preexist all governments and are 
part of our nature as persons,” 
Brown read.

The statement concludes by 
asking that the select board ap-
prove the initiative, but the board 
wants more voices involved. 
Brown added that he has gath-
ered the required signatures of 
support from the public. 

“I would like this to be a town 
discussion rather than a discus-
sion between the three of us,” 
board chair Michael Gray said. 
“It is my understanding, there is 
at the end of the meeting the op-
portunity to bring up other busi-
ness before those who are at Town 
Meeting, and that could an oppor-
tunity if the Town Meeting body 
chose to discuss this.”

Gray said that’s probably the 

civil rights era, he said he was 
part of a security effort for pro-
tests during the immediate af-
termath of Martin Luther King’s 
assassination in 1968. His group 
of men took a nonaggressive, con-
structive approach to the tense 
situation, he said.

“A band of U.S. soldiers [mostly 
Vietnam veterans] were assigned 
to squash the riots. We were out-
raged that we were asked to do 
such a thing and turn our weap-
ons on the citizens of our country,” 
he said. “So we decided that rath-
er than detain and arrest people, 
we said we would help them. We 
were met with respect and grati-
tude, no one hassled us, everyone 
was respectful and thankful.”

critics claim encourages violence 
against police, Troiano said any 
large group will have bad exam-
ples, but overall he believes the 
BLM movement is a force for 
good.

“I look at the recognition that 
all lives matter and black lives 
matter in particular,” he said. 
“I’ve stood with them from the 
beginning, and I would not sup-
port any legislation that would 
deny students the right to have 
open discussions about race.” 
Rep. Vicki Strong, R-Albany, 
said she has spoken with Smith 

of the school day. Fatigue affect-
ing both student and staff, Gree-
nia said, is one of the variables to 
look at.

The school has not received a 
single application for an open per-
sonal care paraeducator position, 
Greenia said. An advertisement 
for the position was posted about 
a month ago. Greenia attributed 
the lack of applicants to the low 
unemployment rate. Craftsbury 
was successful in hiring a new 
custodian, John Bailey Jr., bring-
ing the Academy’s custodial staff 
to 100%, according to Greenia.

The Orleans Southwest Super-
visory Union’s Chief Financial 

tech department has been work-
ing on new content monitoring 
software for the school’s internet 

ternet to all residents in member 
communities.” CUDs are funded 
through grants and loans, and 
cannot legally be funded through 
taxes.

“In the next year there will be 
nearly $20 billion in grants avail-
able through federal and state or-
ganizations like the FCC, USDA, 
EDA and Vermont Connectivity 
Fund,” Sims said. “We will be 
well-positioned to apply for these 
funds once the CUD is formed.”

The NEKC’s action plan pro-
poses using CUDs to obtain “a 
reliable and affordable high-
speed internet option of at least 
100 Mbps symmetrical service 
to every residential and busi-
ness address in the Northeast 


