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GREENBORO – Charlie Ke-
hler is in seventh grade at Ha-
zen Union Middle School. Like 
students around the country, 
he is sheltering in place and 
is now learning from home. 
Charlie has more time to pur-
sue his passion for reading, 
but sheltering in place is not 
a bowl of cherries for Char-
lie. Stoically, he comments, “I 
miss seeing my friends every 
day. It gets kind of lonely.”

If Charley has a question or 
a problem with an assignment, 

communicate with a teacher. 
He says everything depends 
on the internet, and “if the in-
ternet crashes I have no way 
to communicate.” But Charlie 
has also discovered some sil-
ver linings. He has two sib-
lings, but home is still quieter 
than Hazen Union. He happi-
ly reports that, “When doing 
school from home there is less 
of that excess noise and I can 
concentrate harder on solving 

By way of advice to others 
Charlie offers, “One thing that 

school from home is having 
a schedule. It gives at least 
a little structure to my day.” 
If Charlie had his druthers, 
though, he would be back at 
Hazen doing his school work 
there, among all his friends – 
even with the added noise.

The Hall family in Greens-
boro Bend has four children. 
Joey is 18 and is in early college 
at NVU at Johnson. Like Char-
lie, she would rather be back 
at school with all of the face-to-
face contact with teachers and 
fellow students. But Joey is 
grateful to be able to design her 
own schedule every day.

Lucas Hall is 11 and in grade 
six. His experience is just the 
opposite of Charlie’s: “I don’t 
like remote learning,” he says, 
“because it’s too hard to con-
centrate at a place [where] I 

am used to doing fun stuff .” 
Like the others, if Lucas had 
his druthers, he says, “I would 
really rather be in school.”

Lydia  Hall is 14 and in 
eighth grade. She celebrates 
the fact that, “I can sleep in, 
be in my pajamas all day.” She 
acknowledges, on the other 
hand, that with that luxury 
there is a subsequent loss of 
motivation to crack the books.

Cody, age 16, is a junior at 
Hazen. He is getting more 
sleep and he, too, is grateful to 
be able to have more freedom 
to design his own schedule. 
But Cody says, “I work bet-
ter when I am told or shown 
something face to face.” He 
also says the internet crashing 
is a problem.

Finn Burgess is in sixth 
grade at Lakeview and she 
misses her friends. Her days 
are more structured than 
those of the older students 
at Hazen. She starts with a 
check-in at 8 a.m., and her 
teacher gives her a schedule 
by the hour, along with assign-
ments to work on. Her teacher 
even sets snack time, recess, 
and break time and Finn actu-
ally adheres to it.

Amidst the COVID-19 crisis 
Finn has discovered a new 
hobby of making jewelry out 
of metal wire. She has also 
been learning to bake and her 
dad, Devin, is teaching her to 
skateboard (when the weather 
cooperates).

Finn concludes: “It’s weird 
to know that I won’t ever go 
back to Lakeview again be-
cause next year I’m going to 
Hazen. It ended so abruptly. 
It’s nice to be able to use Goo-
gle Hangouts to Facetime my 
friends, but I wish that I could 
actually be with them. My fa-
vorite thing about the homes-
chooling is that I can basically 
bring my cats to school and 
they sleep on my desk. Overall 

this, but I’m hoping that this 
will all be over soon.”

HARDWICK – Administra-
tion and board members of 
the Orleans Southwest Su-
pervisory Union and Orleans 
Southwest Union Elementary 
District recently attended 

COVID-19 is expected to have 
on the state’s education fund. 
The full implications for the 
education fund are still up in 
the air, but the likelihood of 
revenue shortfalls is signif-

-
sented by Mark Perrault, a 

Vermont Legislative Joint Fis-
-

ernmental organization that 

the legislature.
Perrault said that, based on 

a recent report from the state 
economist, there is has been a 

-
nues from consumption taxes 
dedicated to the education 
fund, such as the sales and use 
tax. These revenues make up 
about one-third of the state ed-
ucation fund’s revenue stream, 
with the other two-thirds com-
ing from property taxes.

The combined drop in con-
sumption tax revenue for 
FY 2020 (the current year) 
is projected to be $88.7 mil-
lion lower than was expected 
pre-Corona, Perrault said. 
This shortfall, according to 

Perrault, wipes out the sta-
bilization reserve fund and 
all surpluses initially built 
into the FY2020 education 
budget and leaves the state 
$39.5 million short for the 

sense,” Perrault said, “what 
I am showing you right here 
is likely a best-case scenar-
io.” This, he said, is because 
revenue streams other than 
consumption taxes may also 
be disrupted or delayed.

On the plus side, Perrault 
said it is estimated that the 
state will receive $21 million 
in federal funding to help 
offset some of the FY2020 
revenue losses, but it is not 

HARDWICK – As the 
COVID-19 pandemic drags 
on, Hardwick’s adjustments 
have now impacted the Yellow 
Barn’s groundbreaking, report-
ed town manager Shaun Field-
er at the regular April 16 select 
board meeting. Other economic 
development projects’ status is 
also somewhat muddied now. 

grassroots Neighbor to Neigh-
bor initiative designed to coor-
dinate and orchestrate efforts 
to make sure everyone in town 
has their needs met during the 
pandemic. 

Ongoing concerns continue 

implications. While the town’s 
third-quarter budget was 
“right where it needs to be,” 
according to Fielder, the fu-
ture is an unknown. Revenues 
for water and sewer are lower 
than anticipated and usage 
higher than normal.

With the stay-at-home order 
in place and many business-
es shut until at least May 15, 
many residents are experienc-

-
ty may impact their ability to 
pay taxes and water and sewer 
bills. Under state statute, the 
town is “a bit handcuffed at this 
point” when it comes to prop-
erty taxes, which are due on 

May 10. As noted on the hard-
wickvt.org website “If you are 
a Hardwick tax payer who has 
been affected by the COVID -19 
pandemic, we encourage you 

May 1, to discuss your options 
for payment. If you are able to 
pay a portion of the balance and 
need to set up a contract for the 
balance you can reach out to 
Amanda Fecteau in the town 

-
teau@hardwickvt.org. If repay-

step is to request an abatement 
of your taxes from the Board of 
Civil Authority. This board con-
sists of the select board, justice 
of the peace, town clerk, town 
treasurer and listers. Requests 
are heard at a hearing and the 
board renders a decision based 
on criteria for abatement set up 
by the State of Vermont.”

Water and sewer bills are 
next due on May 15. The town 
is following state guidance 
and not disconnecting custom-
ers at this time. No abatement 
process exists for these bills. 
The town advises customers 
worried about making these 
payments to contact alberta.
miller@hardwickvt.org or to-
nia.gray@hardwickvt.org to 
discuss payment options.”

Discussed, but not resolved, 
is whether credit card payment 
would be possible. A number of 
customers pay their bills with 

cash, which is not possible now, 
so the town is asking bills to 
be paid by check. Fielder later 
said that before the pandemic 
the town was looking into ac-
cepting credit cards, but “not 
able to get a system in place 
at this time and options in-
cluding pluses and minuses of 
implementing this system will 
be evaluated moving forward.” 

in May to pay a $2.3m bill for 
the schools.

As recently as the previous 
meeting, indications were that 
enough normalcy might re-
turn by the original hoped-for 
groundbreaking at the Yellow 
Barn this fall. Fielder said 
now “with everything that’s 
happening around us, as you 
would imagine, it’s impacting 
a number of aspects on this 
project. We’re planning for a 
ground-breaking in Spring 
2021.” He announced an 
$80,000 award for the project 
from the Northeast Economy 
Heritage Program and said 
“positive” news about the Eco-
nomic Development Associa-
tion application was coming. 
Other projects are somewhat 
in limbo. While it seemed pos-
sible before to move forward 
with Lamoille Valley Rail Trail 
projects that were already 
funded and ready to go, the 
pandemic now means “we’re 
not sure how to proceed.” 

CRAFTSBURY – As of Mon-
day, protocols guiding farm-
ers’ markets across the state, 
on how they might function, 
had not yet been released by 
the Agency of Agriculture. 
The agency was tasked by 
Governor Phil Scott to write 
operative guidelines for farm-
ers markets during the “Stay 
Home/Stay Safe” executive 
order.

Recognizing the need for 
markets to operate, it is ex-
pected markets will open 
during the public health crisis 
with protocols in place.

Scott Waterman, communi-
cations director for the agency, 
said it is hoped to have guide-
lines soon. 

“We understand this is a 

HARDWICK – As COVID-19 
continues impacting the daily 
lives of residents, a group of 
volunteers, in concert with 
the Town of Hardwick, is 
banding together to make 
sure everyone stays safe and 
informed. The organization 
is dubbed the Hardwick Area 
Neighbor-to-Neighbor Group. 
By now, most residents will 
have received a postcard 
detailing the “grassroots 
group committed to assisting 
our community in times of 
need by coordinating lo-
cal response efforts and 
collectively addressing 
challenges to keep our 
community strong.” The 
ad-hoc group is also using 
the town’s Google Drive 
to sign up volunteers and 
get information out. In a 
sixteen-page document, 
volunteers have put to-
gether an exhaustive and 
evolving resource list 
covering COVID-19 in-
formation on almost two 
dozen topics. People can 
also contact the group at 
802-441-3301.

A focus of the group is “to 
ensure all community mem-
bers have equitable access 
to resources and assistance” 
drawing on the “resilient 
community,” coordinating 
efforts among various agen-
cies and organizations, and 
collaborating with neighbor-
ing communities.

The group seeks to solve 
the early concerns some res-
idents had about disparate 
and sometimes overlapping 

HARDWICK – In his Mon-
day press conference, Gov. 
Scott again pleaded with 
Vermonters to have patience 
as the economy is slowly re-
opened from its shutdown 
to mitigate the spread of the 
coronavirus.

Businesses are in their 
-

tions, limiting restaurants 
to takeout orders and many 
retail businesses to curbside 
pickup. The restrictions have 

reduced revenues or, in some 
cases, shut down businesses 
altogether.

Terry Coolbeth, co-owner 
Connie’s Kitchen on Main 
Street, usually gets a lot of 
walk-in customers who like 
to check out the items at the 
shop before they order. Since 
that’s not currently possible, 
they chose to close down, at 
least for now.

“When he made his second 
order, which was that it had 
to be either curbside or take-
out-window only, we talked 
it out. We had to make the 
tough decision as to whether 
or not we should stay open,” 
Coolbeth said. “We made the 
decision to close because obvi-
ously we don’t have a take-out 
window. Curbside is kind of 
hard because we have a lot of 

efforts by groups in response 
to COVID-19. The group is 
also aware that for some res-
idents the digital tools may 
not work and is operating a 
parallel analog program.

Hardwick Area Neigh-
bor-to-Neighbor group is 
still evolving, according to 
volunteer Helen Beattie, 
and volunteers are working 
on numerous efforts around 
the community. For exam-
ple, one smaller project 
the group is working on is 
sewing masks to make sure 
every community member 
who needs a mask has one. 
Essential workers are pri-
oritized. Beattie said over 
20 local community mem-
bers have volunteered to 
sew masks, which should be 
available starting April 27. 
Beattie said “The Hardwick 
Village Diner and the Hard-
wick Area Food Pantry will 
be the two distribution spots 
for the area, starting on 
April 27. We ask that people 
request only one mask per 
person until we know that 
all who need masks have 
been supplied. People can go 
to the window at the diner 
between the hours of 6 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. The food pantry is 
open Monday from noon to 2 
p.m., Thursday from 9 to 11 
a.m., and Saturday from 9 to 
11 a.m..”

The group’s motto is “Stay 
Safe –  Be Kind – We Are 
Hardwick Strong.” People 
looking for information and 
resources can go to hard-
wickvt.org/resources. Those 
wanting to volunteer can go 
to hardwickvt.org/form.

said. “This is all about the 
spread of the virus and slow-
ing it.” 

Farmers’ markets had been 
crafting their own guidelines, 
which set up concerns that 
markets were handling the 
lockdown differently. 

“They (markets) were at-
tempting to craft their own 
sets of concerns. Farmers’ 
markets were doing the pro-

-
ty is having all farmers’ mar-

process, so we know all farm-
ers’ markets are addressing 
health concerns in the same 
way,” Waterman said.

“We are hoping we will have 
new guidance soon. It is best 
under the earlier executive 
order to stay home and be safe 
until May 15. Any (markets) 


