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(OHFWULF%LOO&RQWURYHUV\5HVXOWV
LQ'XHOLQJ3UHVV5HOHDVHV
E\(PPHWW$YHU\
CRAFTSBURY – A nearly yearlong
dispute between the Hardwick Electric
Department (HED) and Craftsbury Academy
recently spilled into the open with dueling
SUHVVUHOHDVHVDQGFRQæLFWLQJVWDWHPHQWV
The Hardwick Electric Department is
trying to recover approximately $140,000
it claims it is owed by Craftsbury Academy,
while the academy’s board said the charge
is unfair, and that they should not have to
pay for a mistake they say was made by the
+DUGZLFN(OHFWULF'HSDUWPHQW
The issue originates in the fall of 2010
ZKHQDURXQGWKHWLPHRIVLJQLåFDQWHQHUJ\
HIåFLHQF\ UHQRYDWLRQV DW WKH DFDGHP\ +('
LQVWDOOHGDIDXOW\HOHFWULFPHWHU
The board of the academy has blamed
HED for the faulty meter, while HED
General Manager Mike Sullivan said that
there were two components improperly
installed in the meter, one by HED and

According to documents
from the academy, HED
was asking for $139,019,
though this number may have
changed more recently.
RQHE\DFRQWUDFWRUKLUHGE\WKHDFDGHP\
The improperly functioning meter ran until
+('GLVFRYHUHGWKHLVVXHLQWKHVSULQJRI
HED said that upon investigation, they found
the meter had registered only 15% of the acad
HP\ÖVHOHFWULFLW\RYHUWKHWLPHRILWVLQVWDOODWLRQ
After a review by the Department of Public
Service, the state agency tasked with repre
senting the public interest in disputes with util
ities, HED came to Craftsbury Academy with a
ELOO$FFRUGLQJ WR GRFXPHQWV IURP WKH DFDGHP\
HED was asking for $139,019, though this
QXPEHU PD\ KDYH FKDQJHG PRUH UHFHQWO\ 7KH
department presented the Craftsbury School

Board with several payment plans in the fall of
2019, offering to reduce the total bill for faster
SD\PHQW%XWWKHERDUGZDVQRW\HWUHDG\WRSD\
In January of 2020, a lawyer representing
the academy wrote a letter to the HED offering
to settle the matter by paying HED $20,000 over
WKUHHPRQWKV
General manager Sullivan said that the
settlement proposal was pennies on the dollar,
and on behalf of his ratepayers, he could not
DFFHSWLW+HVDLGKHUHDFKHGRXWWRWKHDFDGHP\
several times over the next few months, but got
QRUHVSRQVH$FFRUGLQJWR0U6XOOLYDQWKLVODFN
of response led HED, after consultation with
counsel and the Department of Public Service,
to issue the academy a bill for $143,927 and a
GLVFRQQHFWQRWLFHRQ0DUFK
The school appealed the disconnect
proceedings to the Public Utility Commission,
HED’s state regulator, where the case now
VWDQGV$FFRUGLQJWRåOLQJVZLWKWKHFRPPLVVLRQ
the academy is asking to have the entire charge
6HH&217529(56<

&RPPXQLW\7UXVW
3XUFKDVHV*HQHUDO
6WRUH%XLOGLQJ
E\0DUD%URRNV
EAST CALAIS – On June 29,
the East Calais Community Trust
(&&7  åQDOL]HG WKH SXUFKDVH
of the General Store building on
Route 14, the group announced
6XQGD\ 7KH 9HUPRQW QRQSURåW
was formed last year with the goal
of purchasing and renovating the
historic building and reopening
the General Store, which closed
LQ'HFHPEHU(&&7YLFHSUHVLGHQW
DQGFRFKDLU'HQLVH:KHHOHUVDLG
the group is focused on “attracting
someone to lease the space” for a
new general store that features
staple convenience store items,
ORFDO SURGXFH DQG KLJKTXDOLW\
WDNHKRPHPHDOV
“It’s a great spot, it’s the only
store between East Montpelier
DQG +DUGZLFNÙ :KHHOHU VDLG RI
WKH EXLOGLQJÖV ORFDWLRQ Ø:H ZDQW
to make it appealing to the folks
that were using the general store
for bread and milk and general
necessities, but we also want to
increase its viability by having

VRPHVSHFLDOW\LWHPVÙ
7KH JURXSÖV åUVW RUGHU RI
EXVLQHVV :KHHOHU VDLG LV WR
remove the old gas tanks outside of
WKHEXLOGLQJ
Ø:HÖGOLNHWRVHHWKHJDVVWD\
there, but the state says the tanks
have to be removed, and to put
in new ones would cost anywhere
from 80 to 100 thousand (dollars),”
VKHVDLGØ6RZKDWZHÖUHKRSLQJWR
GRLVLQFUHDVHSDUNLQJLQVWHDGÙ
Removal of the tanks will cost
WKH JURXS EHWZHHQ WHQ DQG åIWHHQ
WKRXVDQGGROODUV:KHHOHUDGGHG
Ø:HKRSHWKHVWDWHFDQFRPHXS
with some money to help with any
remediation work that is needed,”
VKH VDLG Ø:HÖUH ZRUNLQJ LQ FORVH
concert with the Department of
Environmental Conservation to
PDNH VXUH ZH GR WKLQJV ULJKW
:HÖUH WU\LQJ WR EH JRRG VWHZDUGV
DQGIROORZWKHUXOHVÙ
The ECCT raised the down
payment to purchase the building
through a combination of grants
SKRWRE\0DUD%URRNV
DQG GRQDWLRQV :KHHOHU VDLG %XW 7KH (DVW &DODLV *HQHUDO 6WRUH KDV EHHQ SXUFKDVHG E\ WKH (DVW &DODLV
6HH%8,/',1* &RPPXQLW\7UXVWDQGLVVHWIRUUHQRYDWLRQ

