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E\'RXJ0F&OXUH
HARDWICK – Just over a
month from today, Hazen Union
will open for in-person learning
with adjustments, according to
Orleans Southwest Supervisor
Union (OSSU) Superintendent
Adam Rosenberg.
In an email,
Rosenberg
described those adjustments as
including
“enhanced
physical
distancing measures,” and said
the OSSU is taking a lead from
the Vermont Agency of Education’s
(AOE) “Strong and Healthy Start”
guidelines: “all staff and students
will be required to wear facial
coverings, take part in health
VFUHHQLQJV DW WKHLU åUVW SRLQW RI
contact (bus or school) each day,
DQG VWD\ ZLWK D VSHFLåF FRKRUW RI
classmates throughout the day.”
The school is still sorting out
WKH VSHFLåFV $ FRPPXQLW\ IRUXP
for Hazen Union that took place last
night. Rosenberg noted that per the
AOE guidelines, accommodations
will be made for students with
household members belonging to a

Ø:H DUH MXVW åYH ZHHNV DZD\ RU
are we?” Nease continues that “It
is time for me to speak out – to
bring the community into what
is really going on and engage you
DOOLQåQGLQJWKHVROXWLRQVÙ1HDVH
said the logistics are the problem,
more than the health and safety
concerns, offering the example of
teachers being required to teach
6HH5(7851,1*

SKRWRE\'RXJ0F&OXUH
+D]HQ 8QLRQ 6FKRRO ZDV IRUFHG WR FORVH LQ PLG0DUFK GXH WR &29,'
$GPLQLVWUDWRUVDUHQRZZHLJKLQJWKHLURSWLRQVWRVDIHO\UHRSHQVFKRROVDV
QRUPDOO\DVSRVVLEOHWKLVIDOO
group at high risk from COVID-19,
including remote learning. For
those parents who feel uncomfortable sending their children to
school during the pandemic, Hazen
Union also will make remote
learning available. The meal plan
as of now will offer pick-up at the

school for those students involved
in remote classes.
The AOE guidelines Hazen
Union is following have received
pushback from education professionals in several supervisory
unions and districts. Harwood
Union’s Superintendent Brigid
Nease penned an open letter to
that community that leads off with
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HARDWICK
–
For
the re-start of Hardwick
Elementary School, Principal Patrick Pennock sent
an e-mail out Monday night
asking parents to determine
which of three options might
work best for their students.
The school year is being
divided into trimesters, and
Pennock is asking parents
6HH&+2,&(6

*RYHUQRU6FRWW0DQGDWHV0DVNV
E\'RXJ0F&OXUH

SKRWRE\9DQHVVD)RXUQLHU
'LDQH*UHQNRZ OHIW -HXGHYLQH0HPRULDO<RXWK/LEUDULDQVWDQGVZLWKILYHRI
WKHOLEUDU\¶VERDUGRIWUXVWHHVIURPOHIW5RVV&RQQHOO\.DWKOHHQ6DPSVRQ
$QGUHD%ULJKWHQEDFN%UHQGDQ%XFNOH\DQG-RGL/HZ6PLWKăFKDLURIWKH
ERDUGDURXQGDQHZO\FRQVWUXFWHGIXQGUDLVLQJVLJQE\5RE$OFXVN\7KHODVW
RIWKHIXQGLQJLVEHLQJUHTXHVWHGIURPWKHWD[SD\HUVLQDPXQLFLSDO
ERQGYRWH$XJXVW

MONTPELIER – Effective August 1, an amendment to Governor
Phil Scott’s Declaration of State of Emergency in Response to COVID-19
“requires all Vermonters to wear masks or cloth facial coverings any time
it is not possible to maintain a physical distance of at least six feet with
others from outside their household.”
*RY 6FRWW DQG 9HUPRQW KHDOWK RIåFLDOV ZRUU\ WKDW WKH UHODWLYHO\
minor impact of COVID-19 on Vermont will lull people into a false sense
of security.
Hardwick Town Manager Shaun Fielder said “Masks are an
important preventative measure to limit and reduce the transmission of
coronavirus. Wearing of masks coupled with other recommended social
distancing measures will help keep you healthy, as well as those you are
interacting with. At our local level, thanks to the many volunteers who
have been making masks and offering them up to community members,
this is very much appreciated. If you are in need of a mask you can check
with the Hardwick Neighbor to Neighbor group on how to get one.”
With the approach of cooler weather and students returning to
schools, Gov. Scott said “Based on national and regional data on how the
virus is spreading – and rather than waiting like other states have – I
feel we need to act now to protect our gains, which have allowed us to
reopen much of our economy. That’s why today I signed an order, which
will strengthen our current mask mandates, so that we do not take steps
backwards and we can stay open into the fall as people move more of
their interactions indoors.”
*RYHUQRU 6FRWW KDV ZRUQ D PDVN LQ SXEOLF VLQFH åUVW GHFODULQJ
a State of Emergency on March 13. He urged people not to politicize
wearing masks, but rather regard the action as a necessary step of
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