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HARDWICK – At a July 29
Google Meet with parents and
others, Hazen Union Principal
David Perrigo, newly-appointed
Associate Principal Jason Di Giulio,
new Director of Guidance Kasey
Potter, and Orleans Southwest
Supervisory Union (OSSU) Nurse
Leader Betty Stewart, R.N., sought
to get feedback on school reopening
plans.
Perrigo stressed that nothing
ZRXOG EH åQDOL]HG QRU DQ\ GHFLsions made during the meeting.
The purpose of the discussion was
to listen to the community. As
many as 87 people attended.
Perrigo asked for people in
the meeting to be mindful and
respectful. “We are all facing the
same storm, but we are weathering it in very different boats.
People come into this conversation
with very different perspectives
and ideas.” He said it was understandable if people were emotional,
“what we’re dealing with here is
really nothing less serious than life
and death, and the futures of our
kids.”
The meeting was structured
into four parts. Perrigo said that
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how you’re doing, we want to know
about your experience over the last
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with this. What’s been hard for
you about this time?” Perrigo next
wanted to hear people’s “greatest
hopes and most pressing concerns.”
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the Agency of Education parameters all re-opening plans must
follow, and lastly asked what
people felt the school should do.
Many parents said their kids
“really really” wanted to go back
to school. One parent said “They
really want to go back to school.
They want to be in school, they
want to see their friends, they’re
tired of this at-home thing. It’s not
average, it’s not normal to them,
they don’t like it. They want to have
discussions with friends, they want
to be challenged by their teachers.
I don’t know how safe that is.”
Some said with the restrictions on contact, additional safety
measures, and wearing masks, it
may not feel much like a school
after a few weeks, one going so far
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a prison.” One parent said, “I don’t DV'DYH%URFKX ULJKW UXQVDIORRUPDFKLQHDWWKHVFKRROODVWZHHN7KHILUVW
like sitting with the unknowns, GD\RIVFKRROIRUVWXGHQWVLVVFKHGXOHGIRU6HSW
but we’ve been sitting with the
unknowns since March and I don’t
think they’re going away any time
soon.”
Since a part of the re-opening
proposal is virtual, parents offered
their experiences with remote
Hazen Union Principal
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learning during the spring. While
David Perrigo, newly-appointed
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HARDWICK – A Tuesday Associate Principal Jason Di
virtual meeting between Hazen Giulio, new Director of Guidance
Union administration and the Kasey Potter, and Orleans
community about re-opening Southwest Supervisory Union
schools tackled many subtopics, (OSSU) Nurse Leader Betty
but none got more attention Stewart, R.N., spoke to attendees
than the safety measures being WR åOO WKHP LQ RQ WKH VFKRROÖV
put in place by the school and evolving plans.
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tions re-opening could pose.
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MONTPELIER – At its July 28 press conference, Governor
Phil Scott’s administration provided more science-based evidence
supporting his plans to re-open schools.
Governor Scott began his words at the press conference by
describing the seven-week-long process to come up with the school
re-opening plan, and said: “We recognized how unpredictable this
pandemic is, and the anxiety it can and has caused.”
6HH5(23(1,1*

