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HARDWICK – With Chair 
Eric Remick and board member 
Lucian Avery out, the September 
17 Hardwick Select Board meeting 
barely had a quorum present. Vice 
Chair Elizabeth Dow presided over 
the meeting in Remick’s stead and 
kept the meeting schedule tight 
while hearing residents’ concerns. 
Once again the board heard from 
those living on West Church St. 
about what they say is a plague 
of speeding vehicles rattling their 
lives (see sidebar). The board heard 
news from Town Manager Shaun 
Fielder about small initial steps 
toward the recommendations of 
the Pedestrian and Traffic Safety 
Task Force and an update on the 
swinging bridge (see sidebar). 
Fielder gave a brief update on 
the rail trail, with Chief Cochran 

adding his own thoughts about 
the trail’s imminent opening and 
its implications. HED General 
Manager Mike Sullivan updated 
the board on the town-owned util-
ity’s progress on several fronts (see 
sidebar). The board also heard that 
town received a grant that could 
optimize records searches (covered 
separately) and received news 
from Business Manager Casey 
Rowell regarding proposed water 
and sewer bills, Once again the 
end brought some question as to 
how these meetings might safely 
proceed as winter’s cold crept 
closer with the pandemic not yet 
banished.

Fielder said work had continued 
on the Lamoille Valley Rail Trail 
(LVRT) and Chief Cochran raised 
concern despite believing “the rail 
trail will bring good things to town, 

HARDWICK – On September 16, a coordinated, early morning 
roundup spearheaded by the Hardwick Police Department (HPD) yielded 
five arrests in Hardwick and Greensboro on three different drugs-related 
cases, according to an HPD press release. Assisting in the operation were 
Vermont Fish and Wildlife, St. Johnsbury Police Department, and over 
a dozen members of the Drug Enforcement Agency, the release and HPD 
Chief Cochran said.

The suspects taken into custody for the alleged offenses were 
James Patten, 38, of Hardwick, for “selling heroin”; Robert Chaplin, 26, 
of East Hardwick, for “selling cocaine”; and Shamcie Cota, 46, also of 
East Hardwick and also for selling cocaine with an additional charge 
of “accessory aiding commission of felony” Randy Rich, 24, for alleged 
“Unlawful manufacture, distribution, dispensing, or sale of a non 
controlled drug or substance, Selling or Dispensing Fentanyl and Selling 
or Dispensing Heroin” and his brother, Justin, 28, for “Accessory aiding 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – On 
Friday, September 18, Supreme 
Court Associate Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg died, leaving 

behind a 27-year-long record of 
jurisprudence.

Ginsburg served on 
the United States Court of Appeals 
for the Second Circuit, which 
includes Vermont, and held an 

honorary degree from the Vermont 
Law School. She earned her 
undergraduate degree at Cornell 
University in 1954 and later was 
one of just eight women in her 
class at Harvard University. She 
became the first female editor of 
the Harvard Law Review.

President Jimmy Carter 
appointed Ginsburg to the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia in 1980, and Pres-
ident Bill Clinton appointed her to 
the U.S. Supreme Court in 1993. 
Ginsburg was confirmed by the 
Senate, 96-3, to become the second 

female Supreme Court justice, 
after Sandra Day O’Connor.

Local women in leadership 
roles reflected on what Ginsburg’s 
life and passing had meant to them 
professionally and personally.

Representative Janet Ancel 
(Washington 6) said that “Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg has been a guiding 
light for generations of women. She 
fought for justice and she lived a 
just life. We have lost an icon and 
a caring and decent woman at the 
heart of so many consequential 
decisions.”


