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Select Board 
Discusses Troubled 
Financial Situation of 
Town Transfer Station
by Gazette Staff

WOLCOTT – At its March 15 regular meet-
ing, the Wolcott Select Board agenda included 
re-organizing the board after town meeting, 
and discussions about the town website and the 
transfer station financial situation.

The first order of business was the orga-
nization of the select board. Linda Martin was 
re-elected as the chair, Kurt Klein as the vice 
chair, and Richard Lee as the clerk. All votes 
were unanimous, with the candidate for each 
position abstaining. 

by Patrick Hussey 
Community Journalist

HARDWICK - Back in 2013, 
the Hardwick Academy/Hazen 
Union (HA/HU) Alumni Association 
hosted its final annual banquet 
and, shortly afterwards, the Associ-
ation dissolved because of a wane in 
volunteer interest. Until now.

A full 10 years later, the HA/
HU Alumni Association has made a 
comeback. The reorganized group is 
working feverishly toward making 
this year’s Alumni Reunion, which is 
slated for June 3 at Ryder Brook Golf 
Course in Morrisville, a signature 
event. It is open to all HA/HU classes.

The revival of the HA/HU 
Alumni Association took its first 
step in September of last year when 
a small group of interested alumni 
gathered at the River House in East 

by Gazette Staff

HARDWICK – At its March 16 regular 
meeting, the Hardwick Select Board covered a 
long list of administrative tasks, ranging from 
choosing board officers to issuing a reminder 
that dog license renewals are just around the 
corner.

The first order of business was to elect 
board officers. Eric Remick was re-elected as 
chair and Ceilidh Galloway-Kane as vice-chair.

The board then reviewed a list of ap-
pointments and voted the following people to 
one-year positions: - David Upson Jr., Civil 
Defense/Emergency Management Coordinator; 
Bill Chidsey, Town Energy Coordinator; Shari 
Cornish, CVSWMD Representative; Lawrence 
Hamel, Town Service Officer; Elizabeth Dow, as 
Agent to Convey Real Estate; Shari Cornish, as 
Board Representative to Sign Warrants; Shari 
Cornish as, NEKArt’s Board Representative; 
Paul Fixx, as NEK Communication Union Dis-
trict Representative; Eric Remick, as Hardwick 
Trails Committee Representative; Elizabeth 
Dow, Lamoille Valley Rail Trail Committee Rep-
resentative; David Upson, as Town Safety Offi-
cer; Maya McCoy, Town Website Coordinator; 
Danny Hale, Town Representative for NVDA; 
Danny Hale, Hardwick/Woodbury Rail Trail; 
Eric Remick, Town Health Officer; David Upson 
Jr., Deputy Health Officer; Shari Cornish, Town 
Representative for Downtown Partnership; 
Tracy Martin, David Upson Jr, Town Staff Rep-
resentatives on Downtown Partnership Board; 
Ceilidh Galloway Kane, Town representative 
for the Equity Committee. The board also voted 
Paul Fixx to be the representative on the NEK 
Broadband governing board, and Erin Rosen-
thal to the Conservation Commission.

photo by Patrick Hussey
This view of Mount Mansfield was taken at sunrise 
on March 16 from the Bayley-Hazen Road in Walden.

courtesy photo
Members of the newly-formed Hardwick Academy/Hazen Union Alumni 
Association toast the start of a new sugaring season at their February 16 
meeting with a shot of freshly-produced maple syrup from the Fradette Sugar 
House. They are (left to right) Debbie Brown, Mary Jane Fradette, Mike Clark 
(his birthday), Lori Brochu Curtis and Pat Hussey. Member Brenda Eastman 
listens in to meetings through the speaker on the table. Missing is Gail Luther 
O’Brien and David Burnham.

Alumni Association Revived, Planning June 3 Reunion
Hardwick. They discussed many 
things that day and concluded 
their meeting by reinstating the 
HA/HU Alumni Association.

Things have developed rap-
idly since that first meeting. The 
group met monthly in December, 
and on December 3, they elected 
officers. Brenda Eastman, from the 
HA Class of 1969, was elected pres-
ident even though she had gone 
south for the winter. Gail Luther 
O’Brien, also a 1969 alumnus, was 
elected vice president.

Mary Jane Fradette, former 
manager of the Merchant’s Bank 
in Hardwick, was elected as trea-
surer. Fradette is in the process 
of registering the association with 
the Secretary of State.

Mike Clark and Dave Burn-
ham, 1972 HU alumni, were 

photo by Hal Gray
Looking downstream on the Lamoille River about 
8:30 a.m. Friday, March 17, from the parking lot by 
Hardwick’s Village Restaurant as the river was dyed 
green in recognition of St. Patrick’s Day.

Board Gets Back to Business
Next, the board discussed and approved 

the following liquor licenses: a First Class li-
cense for Hardwick House of Pizza (Hardwick); 
Second Class Licenses for Tops Market, LLC; 
Buffalo Mountain Co-op, Inc.; and Keg of Glory, 
LLC d/b/a Birdsong Beer & Wine.

The motion at Town Meeting to approve 
the budget was accidentally omitted, meaning 
the select board needed to approve a resolution. 
The board voted to approve the Town of Hard-
wick’s Budget vote resolution and to approve 

See FINANCIAL, 4
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Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat. & Sun. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
802-533-2621 • toll-free 855-533-2621

The Willey's Store   Greensboro
Since 1900

• Full-service grocery & hardware • Clothing
• Housewares • Hunting & Fishing • Coffee Bar

• Beer & Wine • Toys • Gifts

"If we don't have 
it, then you 

probably don't 
need it."

Motts
Apple Juice

$2.69 64 oz.

TGIF
Appetizers

$2.48 8 oz.

Wishbone
Salad Dressing

98¢ 
8 oz

Kellogg's Frosted 
Mini Wheats

$3.99 14.3-18 oz.

Old El Paso Taco 
or Fajita Kits
2/$6 8.4-12.5 oz. 

Kellogg's Apple 
Jacks or Froot Loops

$3.99 10.1 oz. 

Barilla G.F. 
Pasta

$2.89 10-12 oz.

Kellogg's Nutri- 
Grain Bars
2/$6 10.4 oz.

Food Club
Broth
98¢ 

32 oz.

Dole 4 Pk. 
Fruit Cups
$2.99 16 oz.

Betty Crocker 
Fruit Snacks

2/$6 4.5-8 oz.

Spindrift 8 Pk. 
Sparkling Water

$4.99 96 oz.

Carr's
Crackers
2/$6 4.25 oz.

Progresso
Traditional Soups

2/$4 18.5-19 oz.

Cascadian Frozen 
Vegetables

$2.99 10-16 oz.

Lactaid
Milk

$3.99  64 oz. 

March 22 - March 28

American 
Flatbread Pizza
 $6.99 13.8-16.8 oz.

Stouffers Lean 
Cuisine Entrees

$3.29 8-11.5 oz.

Food Club Solid 
White Tuna

$1.19 5 oz. 

Hershey's 
Baking Cocoa

$3.99 8 oz.

Full Circle 
Organic Beans

99¢ 
15 oz. 

Winter Insulated Boots
20% Off original price

3/21 - 3/31 while in stock

Think Spring
Check out our seeds and 

bulbs along with other 
garden supplies

Business
Continued From Page One
banner application from Cirkus 
Smirkus. The board also voted to 
approve the water and wastewater 
connection for the Jeudevine 
Library expansion project, waive 
the normal fee, and authorize the 
town manager to sign the appro-
priate documents.

The board also voted to 
certify the Annual Financial Plan 
for Vermont Agency of Transpor-
tation (AOT) for Highway State 
Aid, but tabled a vote to approve 
the three-year International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
(IBEW) contract for the highway 
department collective bargaining 
unit until the next select board 
meeting.

The board then voted to 
authorize the town manager 
to enter into a contract with 
Carrington Community Devel-
opment Services for the bylaw 
modernization grant project for an 
amount not to exceed $20,300.

Under select board reports, 
board member Shari Cornish 
reported that the Town House 

will screen a film on March 31. 
The film is called “The Farm Boy” 
and was written and directed by 
George Woodard. The show starts 
at 6:30 p.m. More information is 
available at hardwicktownhouse.
org/events-at-the-town-house/.

Cornish also reported that on 
March 22, she and Tracy Martin 
will be attending the Downtown 
Advocacy Day at the State House 
to represent Hardwick.

Board vice-chair Gallo-
way-Kane reported that the Equity 
Committee will be having an 
event at Buffalo Mountain Co-op 
Saturday, March 18, at 2 p.m., 
about equity and food.

Board chair Remick reported 
that the Yellow Barn is proceeding, 
and that the contract will be signed 
soon. The plan is to break ground 
in May 2023.

Under old business, Town 
Treasurer and Clerk Tonia Chase 
reported that the deadline for 
dog licenses is April 3. In order to 
register, dog owners will need a 
current rabies certificate. The cost 
is $9 up to April 3, after which the 
price will increase.

photo by Vanessa Fournier
Hardwick Elementary fifth and sixth grade students Trevor Smith and Scott 
Patoine (left) and Marina Smith and Emma Slayton (right) participate in the 
three-legged race held during the school’s Winter Carnival March 10.
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Hardwick Police
Media Log

Vermont State Police 
False Reports

AWARE Report
HARDWICK – AWARE served 

23 people from March 12 through 
March 19. AWARE is a nonprofit 
organization, established in 1984, 
dedicated to resolving the causes 

and effects of domestic violence and 
sexual assault in the greater Hard-
wick area.

 The 24-hour hotline is 
802-472-6463.

March 13: Directed Patrol, 
S. Main St.; Threats/Harassment, 
Woodbury St.; Suspicious Event, 
High St.; Assist – Public, West 
Hill Road; Traffic Stop, Vt. Rte. 15 
W/Kate Brook Rd.; Traffic Stop, 
Lower Cherry St.; Assault, Vt. Rte. 
15 West.

March 14: Welfare Check, 
Highland Ave.; Assault, Slapp Hill, 
Suspicious Event, Church St.; As-
sist – Public, Dale St.; TRO/FRO 
Violation, Dutton Road; Assist – 
Public, Vt. Rte. 15 W.

March 15: Traffic Stop, S. 
Main St./Wolcott St.; Traffic Haz-
ard, Center Road/Porter Brook 
Road; Fingerprints, High St.; TRO/
FRO Service, Woodbury St.; Over-
dose, High St.; Mental Health Inci-
dent, Church St.

March 16: Directed Patrol, S. 

Main St.; Suspicious Event, Dut-
ton Road; Threats/Harassment, 
High St.; Suspicious Event, Maple 
St.; Directed Patrol, Hazen Union 
Drive; Assist – Agency, Vt. Rte. 14.

March 17: Directed Patrol, S. 
Main St.; Abandoned Vehicle, Vt. 
Rte. 15 W; Assist – Public, Maple 
St.; Suspicious Event, Houston 
Hill Road; Citizen Dispute, Hays 
Drive; Suspicious Event, Wolcott 
St.; Accident – Property Damage 
Only, Vt. Rte. 14; TRO/FRO Ser-
vice, High St.

March 18: Medical, Vt. Rte. 
14 S; Theft, Church St.; Assist – 
Agency, Vt. Rte. 15; Welfare Check, 
Maple St.; Littering, Tucker Brook 
Road; Snowmobile, Hardwick.

March 19: Parking Problem, 
Highland Ave.; Traffic Stop, Vt. 
Rte. 14; Fire, Cherry St.

On January 29 the Vermont 
State Police received more than 
a dozen 911 calls of false reports 
and alarms from a male identified 
as Anthony Russell, of Marsh-
field. Investigation determined 

Russell was also in violation of 
court ordered conditions of re-
lease. Russell was issued a cita-
tion to appear in Washington Su-
perior Court – Criminal Division 
for a later date.

Alumni
Continued From Page One
elected as co-secretaries. Also at 
that December meeting were HU 
graduates Debbie Brown, Lori 
Brochu Curtis, Gary Brochu, Pat 
Hussey and Patty Lemay.

O’Brien put the association on 
the map when she created a Hard-
wick Academy/Hazen Union Alum-
ni Facebook page. It has exploded 
in popularity. The page currently 
has over 860 members and seems 
to grow daily.

The old alumni address book 
that Lorraine Hussey cared for, 
when she was an alumni volunteer, 
has recently been updated by Car-
meline Williams. The association 
hopes to bring those addresses into 
a database eventually.

Another goal is to get an email 
address for every HA/HU alumni. 
The association currently has around 
368 alumni email addresses that 
Burnham is organizing. He recent-
ly sent out his first group email with 
forms for the alumni reunion and 
Masters Memorial Golf Tournament.

“I’m hoping we get to 400 pretty 

quick,” said Burnham. “We are count-
ing on our alumni to not only get 
their emails to me, but to also encour-
age their classmates to do the same. 
We need their names and maiden 
names, their emails and the year 
they graduated.”

Alumni can send their email 
addresses and information to Dave 
Burnham at bulle54@yahoo.com or 
by private messaging him on the HA/
HU Alumni Facebook page.

The association set up a table 
at a December 16 Hazen Union bas-
ketball game when coach Aaron Hill 
hosted his past Wildcat state champi-
onship teams. With many alumni in 
the crowd, the association sold Acad-
emy T-shirts and set up a computer 
to add email addresses. They got 75 
new emails that evening.

Then on December 30, when 
coach Hill hosted his Hardwick Acad-
emy Purple and Gold Night, in a 
game against Peoples Academy, the 
group sold out of all their Academy 
T-shirts. The Hazen Union boy’s team 
came out for that game in newly pur-
chased Hardwick Academy purple 
and gold uniforms.

Cheerleaders from the Acade-
my era sang the HA alma mater and 
cheered on the Hazen boys. A new 
Hardwick Academy championship 
banner was unveiled as Hill invited 
past members of Hardwick Acade-
my’s state championship teams to do 
the honors. Alumni pride was palpa-
ble that evening.

“It’s always been about histo-
ry,” said Eastman about the group’s 
reorganization. “The past bonds, the 
friendships and the confetti of mem-
ories. And it’s also about forging a 
bond with Hazen Union. These stu-
dents are the grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren of Hardwick 
Academy alumni. It’s important to 
bring them aboard in a shared Alum-
ni Association.”

At that December Association 
meeting, the group also committed to 
awarding two Hazen Union students 
a pair of service-recognition awards, 
totaling $500 each. They purchased 
one of five benches that will be in-
stalled near the new bell tower in 
front of the Hazen Union gymnasi-
um. And they decided to host a chick-
en dinner fundraiser on May 27, 
during this year’s Spring Festival 
weekend.

By the time the group met in 
January, they had established a post 
office box in East Hardwick. Deb-
bie Brown had put together a form 
where the Hazen Union faculty will 
nominate students for the two recog-
nition awards they are giving out. 

In late January, a few members 
of the association had a productive 
meeting with Hazen principal Jason 
Di Giulio. He offered the school’s full 
support and committed to helping the 
association in any way they could. 
The group discussed the possibility 
of a banquet for this year’s graduat-
ing class and the possibility of Hazen 
Union hosting future reunions.

“We are grateful for Hazen 
Union and its administration’s em-
brace of our newly formed HA/HU 
Alumni Association,” Eastman con-
tinued. “Coach Aaron Hill, a dedicat-
ed Hardwick Academy supporter, sur-
prised the community and especially 
HA Alumni, with his tribute to Hard-
wick Academy and its sports histo-
ry, replete with his Wildcats coming 
out in purple and gold uniforms, our 
Academy cheerleaders there to cheer 
them on . . . that was just a very emo-
tional night for all of us.”

At the February meeting, the 
association was informed the Hazen 
Union Chorus and band will perform 
at this year’s reunion. The Associa-
tion has been featuring a plethora 
of graduation classes on their Face-
book page lately, dating back to the 
1940s, to help promote interest in 
both school’s history. It seems to be 
working.

“It’s been so much fun to see our 
growth,” said Mike Clark. “We are 
probably still trying to play catch-up 

to all the veterans who came before 
us, people like Lorraine Hussey, Rich-
ard LeCours and Richard Brochu . . . 
all our predecessors, but we are gain-
ing momentum. It just feels so good 
that so many folks are regularly vis-
iting our Facebook page. It’s creating 
a lot of alumni fun.

“And having Hazen on board 
with us and supporting us is just so 
good,” he continued. “They are now 
working with us to put on a banquet 
at Hazen for this year’s seniors, and 
that is so cool.”

Clark was part of an initial ef-
fort to re-establish the alumni re-
union back in 2017. He and Burn-
ham were hoping to celebrate their 
45th class reunion that year, so they 
decided to host an event. Pulling in 
Pat Hussey to help, in May of 2017, 
the three decided a golf tournament 
was the best way to start up a re-
union. They also decided early on to 
invite all HA/HU classes, not just the 
five year reunion classes, to draw in 
more people.

With just a month to plan, they 
pulled off a golf tournament they 
coined the Master’s Memorial, which 
paid tribute to area golfers who had 
passed on. It attracted 60 golfers 
to Mountain View Country Club in 
Greensboro that June. They wanted 
the reunion to be a part of the event, 
and that first year they attracted a 
sprinkling of alumni.

The event grew in popularity in 
2018 and 2019. In 2018, they drew 
around 90 golfers and many more 
alumni. Because they required more 
golf carts, the event was moved to 
Ryder Brook Golf Course in Morris-
ville in 2019. Again, they drew nearly 
100 golfers, but they attracted many 
more alumni.

The COVID pandemic got in the 
way and the event had to be canceled 
in 2020 and 2021. But the Masters 
Memorial and Alumni Reunion re-
turned this past summer. The result 
was that September meeting and the 
rebirth of the association.

The group’s next meeting is 
scheduled for March 30, at Hazen 
Union.  There are a few more goals 
yet to reach: an internet website 
in addition to the Facebook page 
and younger volunteers who are 
tech-savvy who could help.

The association also needs 
to build financial health. A yearly 
dues for alumni has been discussed 
and alumni are encouraged to do-
nate to the association to help fund 
their two service awards and the 
banquet for this year’s senior class. 
Donations can be mailed to the HA/
HU Alumni Association, PO Box 
143, East Hardwick, VT 05836.

The group encourages all 
alumni to forward any feedback or 
suggestions. The association is off 
to a roaring start and they want 
to keep their momentum going 
strong.
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JAQUITH PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
Old Schoolhouse Common, 
Marshfield, (802) 426-3581), 
jaquithpubliclibrary.org, Tues. - 
Fri., 9 a.m. to noon and 3 to 6 
p.m., Sat. and Mon. 9 a.m. to 
noon, closed Sundays. Winter 
Storytime and Playgroup, Fri-
day 10:30 a.m., outdoors, dress 
for the weather.
WOODBURY COMMUNITY 
LIBRARY, Woodbury School 
(802) 472-5710, woodburycom-
munitylibrary.wordpress.com, 
Mon. and Wed. 1 to 5 p.m., Sat. 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
BROWN LIBRARY, Sterling 
College, Craftsbury Common 
(802) 586-7711),  sterlingcol-
lege.edu/academics/brown-li-
brary, Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Open to the public.
CRAFTSBURY PUBLIC LI-
BRARY, Craftsbury Common 
(802) 586-9683,   craftsbury-
publiclibrary.org, Mon. and 

Thurs. 2 to 6 p.m., Tues., Wed. 
and Fri. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sat. 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., storytime: Fri. 
10 a.m. 
JEUDEVINE MEMORIAL LI-
BRARY, Hardwick (802) 472-
5948, jeudevinememoriallibrary.
org, Mon. and Wed. 1 to 6 p.m., 
Tues.,Thurs. and Fri. 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
CUTLER MEMORIAL PUBLIC 
 LIBRARY, Rte. 2, Plainfield 
(802) 454-8504, cutlerlibrary.
org, Tues., 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Wed. 3 to 6 p.m., Thurs., 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m.,  Sat. 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m.
CABOT PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
(802) 563-2721, cabotlibrary.
com, Mon., 3 to 6 p.m.; Tues., 
noon to  6 p.m., Wed., 2 to 6 
p.m.; Thurs., 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; 
Sat. 9 a.m. to noon. 
MORRISTOWN CENTENNI-
AL LIBRARY (802) 888-3853), 
centenniallibrary.org,  Tues. 
and Wed., 10 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.; 
Thurs. and Fri., 10 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m.; Sat. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
GREENSBORO FREE LI-
BRARY, Main Street, Greens-
boro, (802) 533-2531,  greens-
borofreelibrary.org, Tues., 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m.; Mon., Wed., 
Thurs. & Fri. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m; 
Sat., 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Sun. 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
JOHN W. SIMPSON MEMORI-
AL LIBRARY, East Craftsbury 
(802) 586-9692, Wed. and Sat., 
9 a.m. to noon; Thurs., 9 a.m. - 
noon and 2 - 6 p.m.; Sun., noon 
to 1 p.m.

 The Bookshelf

   

Angel Outfitters
Thrift Shop

Upstairs and down at
 United Church of Hardwick

South Main Street
Hardwick •  (802) 472-6800

Hours: Thurs., 11-2; Sat., 9-2

RUMMAGE

EVERYTHING 25¢
Fri., March 24, 1-7 p.m.

Sat. March 25, 9-4
Thurs., March 30, 10-2

Fri., March 31, 1-7
Sat., April 1, 9-4

Financial
Continued From Page One
Board members then reviewed the 
written Rules of Procedure the 
board had adopted last year and 
voted to keep the same rules as last 
year. All members present agreed 
to continue with the schedule, with 
meetings on the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month at 6 p.m. 
The News & Citizen was the 
designated newspaper for notices. 
Front Porch Forum and the town’s 
website are also utilized for posting 
notices. In compliance with State 
law, notices are also posted at the 
town office, the Wolcott Library, 
and the Wolcott Post Office.

Next, Kate Wanner, senior 
project manager at the Trust for 
Public Land (TPL), updated the 
board on the status of funding for 
the Bourne’s property that will be 
part of the Town Forest. TPL had 
been waiting to see if the state 
Water Infrastructure Sponsorship 
Program (WISPr) would be a 
funding source. Wanner said that 
although there was interest, no one 
is in place yet to run the program, 
so TPL does not advise waiting any 
longer. TPL recommends applying 
for a grant through the federal 
Community Forest Program (CFP). 
The CFP grant program provides 
financial assistance to local govern-
ments to acquire community 
forests. Wanner will draft the 
application for the board’s review. 
The grant application is due to the 
State of Vermont by March 31. The 
state will then forward the appli-
cation to the U.S. Forest Service. 
A decision will be made in April or 
May.

Among the items of correspon-
dence received by the board were 
some inquiries about green burials. 
The issue will be researched.

The Project Manager Report 
noted that Phase 1 of the brownfield 
study on the Champlain Oil parcel on 
Route 15 has been completed. Martin 
is working with Lamoille County 
Planning Commission (LCPC) to 
secure funding for Phase 2.

The town received infor-
mation from the state regarding 
the Municipal Energy Resilience 
Program (MERP). The program 
can provide building energy resil-
ience assessments, or towns can 
apply for grants for weatherization 
or improved heating systems to 
reduce energy use and operating 
costs. The town will work with 
LCPC on this.

Also, the town will seek quotes 
for pavement patching on North 
Wolcott Road.

The town is working on 
improving its website. Phase 1 
involved improving security and 
installing updates. Mapping and 
listing information can now be 
accessed under Property Records. 
Phase 2 will involve the creation of 
interactive online forms and other 
features to improve the user expe-
rience. These improvements will 
be paid for from ARPA funds. A web 
designer has submitted a proposal 
for Phase 2 work for board review 
and consideration.

Bids are being sought for the 
mowing of town properties. Sealed 
bids are due by April 15. Bids will 
also be sought for brush-hogging 
the North Wolcott ball fields and 
the transfer station in the fall, and 
for plowing town properties next 
winter. A plan will need to be in 
place for snow removal next winter 
that takes rail trail traffic into 
consideration.

The cemetery commissioner 
position remains open. The board 
will post the open four-year position 
on the town’s website and bulletin 
board at the town office.

The next agenda item was a 
town meeting review. This year’s 
meeting was streamed live and 
was recorded for later access on 
YouTube. Dolan Patrick noted that 
seven people watched town meeting 
live, and to date there have been 
76 views on YouTube. There was 
a little trouble with the audio at 
the beginning of the meeting, but 
generally the feedback has been 
favorable. Some residents said they 
appreciated having online access to 
the meeting.

Clegg noted that next year 
it may be preferable to hold 
Australian voting at the town 

office, where it is warmer, rather 
than the gym at the elementary 
school. There were 154 voters who 
cast their ballot out of 1,248 regis-
tered voters. The residents who 
attended town meeting asked a 
lot of questions. Participation and 
discussion are always encouraged.

Next, the board voted to 
re-appoint Bruce Wheeler as 
Wolcott’s representative to the 
NEK Broadband Communications 
Union District (CUD).

The town received a bid for 
guardrails for proposed sites on 
East Elmore Road, North Wolcott 
Road, School Street in front of 
the fire department, and East 
Hill Road by the cemetery, from 
Lafayette Highway Specialties in 
Essex Junction. The board had 
anticipated higher costs for guard-
rails when including $15,000 in 
the budget for next year, but the 
quote is for $30,000. It may be 
that money can come from other 
projects or installing some guard-
rails this year and the remainder 
the following year. The board will 
review highway department finan-

cials and discuss the options with 
the road foreman.

Town Clerk Belinda Clegg 
reported that the transfer station 
is losing money and is behind in 
paying its bills. The board discussed 
possible cost-cutting measures 
that can be taken. The special 
container that holds only cardboard 
was added at the beginning of the 
pandemic, when it was apparent 
that people were buying more items 
online. The cost for emptying the 
container is $196 each time. The 
special container can be eliminated, 
and cardboard can go in the regular 
recycling bin. Also, the big dump-
sters may not need be emptied 
each week. It was noted that it 
is imperative that the transfer 
station attendant charge customers 
the correct amount for the trash, 
recycling, tires, and compost they 
bring in. Construction debris is 
not allowed. If the transfer station 
cannot break even, it may have to 
be shut down. Board members are 
to come up with their best solution 
to be discussed at the April 5 board 
meeting.
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Contra Dance on April 1
MONTPELIER – Steve Za-

kon-Anderson will be calling with 
music by Truffle Creek at the 
Montpelier Contra Dance April 1, 
at Capital City Grange, 8 p.m. to 
11 p.m. All are welcome with new-
comers’ lesson at 7:40 p.m. Gen-
der-neutral role terms are used 

and all dances are taught. Dancers 
should bring a pair of clean soft-
soled shoes and a mask: surgical 
N95 or KN95 required. 

Policy and info at capitalci-
tygrange.org/dancing/contradancing 
and Montpelier Contra Dance Face-
book page, or call (802) 225-8921.

Free Youth Event 
Features Hands-on STEM Activities

BURLINGTON – April 15 will 
be a day of fun, hands-on learn-
ing about science, technology, en-
gineering and mathematics for 
youths, ages 8-14.

University of Vermont (UVM) 
Extension 4-H will host STEM 
Showcase 4.0 on the UVM campus 
in Burlington from 10 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. The event is free, but advance 
registration is required.

Participants may choose two 
of the five workshops, led by UVM 
STEM Ambassadors, to attend. 
Options include Sustainable Plas-
tics: Safe Enough to Eat; Edible 
Anatomy: Crafting with Candy; 
Waterworks: How Nature Cleans 
Our Water; Build a Better Bird: 
How Animals Adapt to Habitat; 
and Let’s Make Robots Go: Intro to 
Scratch Coding.

All participants must reg-
ister by April 12 at go.uvm.edu/

stem-showcase. Location and park-
ing information will be provided 
upon registration.

To request language inter-
pretation, translation assistance 
and/or a disability-related ac-
commodation to participate, con-
tact UVM Extension 4-H educa-
tor Margaret Coan at (802) 656-
7634 or margaret.coan@uvm.edu 
by March 27.

The UVM STEM Ambassa-
dors program is a collaboration be-
tween UVM Extension 4-H and the 
College of Engineering and Mathe-
matical Sciences and College of Ag-
riculture and Life Sciences. Stu-
dents majoring in science, technol-
ogy, engineering or math may apply 
to be an ambassador and receive 
training to teach youths about en-
gineering, computer science, robot-
ics, healthy living and animal sci-
ence, among other topics.

Applicants Sought for Summer Acadamies

Turkey-calling contest 
to be Held in Castleton

CASTLETON – Kehoe Con-
servation Camp will be alive with 
the clucks, yelps and purrs of wild 
turkeys as the 17th annual Bart 
Jacob Memorial Youth Turkey Call-
ing Contest gets underway on April 
15. Doors open at 10 a.m. with the 
contest starting at 11 a.m.

The competition is hosted by 
the Oxbow Mountain 4-H Club of 
Pawlet and underwritten by the 
Vermont Fish and Wildlife Depart-
ment. Anyone 18 years old and 
younger may enter. There is no 
entry fee to participate.

Registration by April 7 is en-
couraged although walk-ins are 
welcome. Go to go.uvm.edu/turkey-
call for contest details and infor-
mation on how to sign up.

Prizes will be awarded to the 
top three callers in each age divi-
sion. Contestants may use either a 
store-bought or handmade turkey 

call to demonstrate their turkey 
calling skills.

Lunch will be available for 
purchase. The Oxbow Mountain 
4-H Club also will hold an auction 
and gun raffle with proceeds to 
support club activities.

The annual contest honors 
the late Bart Jacobs, who passed 
away in 2006. The long-time Pawl-
et resident and nationally-recog-
nized turkey call maker and tur-
key hunter, was a staunch support-
er of youth hunters.

Contact Tom Wilson at (802) 
394-2445 or powertomove@hot-
mail.com with questions. To re-
quest language interpretation, 
translation assistance and/or a dis-
ability-related accommodation to 
participate, contact University of 
Vermont Extension 4-H educator 
Holly Ferris at (802) 656-7562 or 
holly.ferris@uvm.edu by March 24.

BURLINGTON – Middle and 
high school students with an interest 
in agrotechnology are encouraged 
to apply for a week-long residential 
academy this summer through the 
AgroTek Innovation program.

Current Grade 7-11 students 
may apply for one of three acade-
mies: Culturing Cells for Healthi-
er Soils, Shifting the Waste to Value 
Paradigm or Using Virtual Reality 
for More Precise Agriculture. The 
academies will run concurrently on 
the University of Vermont (UVM) 
campus from June 25-30.

Accommodations and meals 
will be in the UVM residential 
halls. There is no cost to attend al-
though each program is limited to 
12 students.

Participants will head back to 
campus on July 28 for the Agrotek 
Innovation Slam. This pitch-style 
competition will provide an oppor-
tunity to share projects that demon-
strate what they learned through 
their academy.

Youths enrolled in the Cultur-
ing Cells for Healthier Soils Acad-
emy will explore root systems and 
associated microbes of the “three 
sisters” (beans, squash and corn), 
the foundation of indigenous agri-
culture. They also will learn about 
microbial diversity and abundance, 
new sustainable cropping systems 
and cutting-edge tools for measur-
ing root systems.

Shifting the Waste to Value 
Paradigm Academy students will 
study ways to turn agricultural 
waste into sustainable products and 
sources of income for local farm-
ers. They will use critical thinking 
to develop and practice skills to re-
spond to community needs as well 
as design innovative approaches for 

waste-to-value bioproducts.
The Using Virtual Reality for 

More Precise Agriculture Academy 
will engage students in computer 
lab research and on-farm learning 
to apply tools, such as augmented 
reality and artificial intelligence, to 
help farmers make informed deci-
sions regarding farm management 
practices and address agricultural 
challenges due to climate change.

Throughout the week, partici-
pants will work with UVM research-
ers and undergraduate mentors 
who will share information and as-
sist them with research in laborato-
ries and the field. They also will take 
part in field trips to off-campus busi-
nesses, such as the UVM Horticul-
ture Research and Education Cen-
ter, Full Circle Microbes and Game-
Theory; attend presentations and 
enjoy movies and guided tours of the 
UVM campus and Burlington.

The UVM College of Agricul-
ture and Life Sciences and UVM Ex-
tension 4-H launched the AgroTek 
Innovation program in 2022 to 
help middle and high school youths 
build agriscience and biotechnology 
skills. Funding is provided by a Na-
tional Institute of Food and Agricul-
ture Food and Agricultural Non-for-
mal Education grant.

Details and a link to the ap-
plication can be found at go.uvm.
edu/agrotek. Students who attend-
ed last year are eligible to apply for 
a different academy.

The application deadline is 
April 7 with notification by the end of 
April. If accepted and requiring lan-
guage interpretation, translation as-
sistance and/or a disability-related 
accommodation to participate, con-
tact Liz Kenton at liz.kenton@uvm.
edu or (802) 656-7535 by April 25.

Wildlife Tracks and Signs March 25
HARDWICK – Jonathan Sha-

piro, naturalist instructor of the 
Fox Paw School, will be the guide 
on Saturday, March 25, at 1 p.m., 
for a woodland walk on the Hard-
wick Trails to find tracks and signs 

of birds and critters. The walk will 
begin at the Hardwick Trails Kiosk 
behind the Hazen Union parking lot.

The Hardwick Conservation 
Commission sponsors this free 
event for families and friends.

Gosselin Named to President’s List
BURLINGTON -- Sara Goss-

elin of East Calais, has been named 
to the Champlain College Presi-
dent’s List for the Fall 2022 semes-
ter. Students on the President’s 

List have achieved a grade point 
average of 4.0 or higher during the 
semester. Gosselin is currently en-
rolled in the Computer and Infor-
mation Systems major.

Local Students Named to 
Vermont Tech President’s List

RANDOLPH CENTER – Ver-
mont Technical College has named 
the following students for achiev-
ing President’s List Honors for the 
fall semester of 2022. These are de-
gree students carrying 12 or more 
letter-graded credit hours who 
achieve a GPA of 4.0. 

They are: Bruce Fortmann, 

a student in the Bachelor Of Sci-
ence Professional Pilot Technolo-
gy program, from Hardwick; Ra-
chel Gouge, a student in the Asso-
ciate Of Science Nursing program, 
from Marshfield; and Levi Mulli-
gan, a student in the Bachelor Of 
Science Undeclared program, from 
Marshfield.
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CECILE (DUFRESNE) DYKE

Cecile (Dufresne) Dyke

MORGANTOWN, W.V. – Ce-
cile (Dufresne) Dyke, born Jan-
uary 29, 1948, in Hardwick, Vt., 
died peacefully at her home in 
Morgantown, on Thursday, March 
9, 2023, from complications due 
to Multiple Sclerosis. She had 
fought a hard decades-long bat-
tle with the illness, bravely fac-
ing each new challenge that the 
disease presented.

Cecile was predeceased by 
her husband of 50 years, Ray-
mond Dyke; her sister Louise 
Davis; and brothers-in-law John 
Dyke and Roy Dyke. She was the 
daughter of the late Armand Du-
fresne and Therese (Bellavance) 
Dufresne of Hardwick.

Cecile is survived by two 
daughters, Tabitha Sorensen 
whom she lived with, her son-in-
law Adam Sorensen, and their 
children Lillian, Owen and Eliot; 
and Wendy Dyke of Andover, 
N.H., and her three girls Eliza-
beth, Emily, and Priscilla. She is 
also survived by her sisters Mag-
gie Stockwell, Orise Ainsworth, 
and Leona Smith; her brothers 

Eugene Dufresne and Michael 
Dufresne; her sister-in-law Nancy 
Barr; brother-in-law Bob Dyke; 
and many nieces, nephews and 
cousins.

Cecile was a lifelong educa-
tor, whether it was as a teacher or 
para in a classroom, or as Mom, 
Grandma or Ceal at the dining 
room table. She worked with each 
child to help them understand and 
be the best they could be. Her great 
skills with math stayed with her 
to the very end; helping with math 
homework was a favorite activity. 
Cecile enjoyed living with Tabitha 
and her family in her retirement. 
She enjoyed Wendy’s visits to West 
Virginia with her girls. She spent 
many happy hours knitting and 
working on jigsaw puzzles. Ce-
cile was a beloved Grandma and 
Ceal to her grandchildren, howev-
er they came to be part of her fam-
ily. She will be dearly missed by 
all who knew her.

There are no memorial ser-
vices scheduled at this time. Do-
nations can be made in memory 
of Cecile to the National Multi-
ple Sclerosis Society (nationalms-
society.org) and to St. Ursu-
la Food Pantry and Outreach, 
Box 18 Pursglove, WV 26546, a 
local Morgantown, WV program 
that Cecile supported through 
her church, St. Mary’s Cath-
olic Church of Star City, W.V. 
Smith Funeral & Cremation Care 
and SFCC Crematory of Westover 
/ Morgantown is providing care 
and guidance to the family.

Messages of comfort and 
other symbolic gestures for the 
family may be offered at smithf-
cc.com. 

photo by Vanessa Fournier
North Central Vermont Recovery Center volunteer Jeremiah Duprey (left), 
Operations and Recovery Coach Ken Wetherell (center) and Emergency De-
partment Recovery Coach John Sherwood (right) were one of the 16 different 
organizations, practitioners and community members who participated in the 
Hazen Union Wellness Fair February 24. The event was hosted by Jen Olson 
and Danielle Smith.

photo by Vanessa Fournier
Wolcott student Suri Izor rides in a sled that is pulled by students (from left): 
Mica Smith, Cyrus McCarty, Keagan Gagnon, Dylan Hewett, Charlie Arnold 
and Chase Duval during an I-Kid-A-Rod sled  relay race held during the school’s 
Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports celebration held on March 16.
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Events
Thursday,
March 23
TAI CHI CLASSES, Thursdays, 
10:30 - 11:30 a.m. Tai Chi for 
Health & Fall Prevention (no ex-
perience needed, including seat-
ed Tai Chi and remote options via 
Zoom), United Church of Christ, 
165 Wilson St., Greensboro. 
Sponsored by Northeast Kingdom 
Council on Aging. Classes taught 
by Norma Spaulding, (802) 472-
8724, nspauld@gmail.com and 
Paul Fixx, (802) 441-4599, pfixx@
pfixx.net.
GAME NIGHT, at the Village 
Restaurant, Hardwick, Thursdays, 
6 - 8 p.m., unless there is a home 
basketball game. Lynn is offering 
a limited menu of burgers and ap-
petizers. Hosted by Sarah Tewks-
bury. First come, first serve event, 
with room for roughly 10 teams. 
COMMUNITY DINNER, noon, 
United Church of Hardwick. Host-
ed by members of the Missions 
team and other church and com-
munity volunteers. Call Sharyn 
Salls at 472-6566 to reserve your 
meal. Leave your name and phone 
number and how many meals you 
want and if you need them deliv-
ered. Take-out or eat-in. Dona-
tions appreciated.

Friday,
March 24
STORY TIME AND PLAYGROUP, 
for kids birth to age 5, Fridays at 
10:30 a.m., Jaquith Public Library, 
122 School St., Rm. 2, Marshfield. 
Information: 802-426-3581.

RECEPTION FOR THE FAMILY 
OF ARTISTS, Third Floor Gallery,  

Hardwick Inn, 5 to 7 p.m. Light re-
freshments, some work for sale.

Tuesday,
March 28
TAI CHI CLASSES, Tuesdays, 
Hardwick Area Health Center, 4 
Slapp Hill. 9:15 - 10:15 a.m., Qi-
gong & Tai Chi Forms (some ex-
perience recommended), 10:30 
- 11:30 a.m., Tai Chi for Health 
& Fall Prevention (no experience 
needed, including seated Tai Chi). 
Sponsored by Northeast Kingdom 
Council on Aging. Classes taught 
by Norma Spaulding, (802) 472-
8724, nspauld@gmail.com and 
Paul Fixx (802) 441-4599, pfixx@
pfixx.net.

Friday,
March 31
THE FARM BOY, George Wood-
ard’s new film premiere, 6:30 p.m., 
Hardwick Town House. Set during 
World War II and the Battle of the 
Bulge. Tickets at the door. 

Saturday,
April 1
LE VENT DU NORD, 7:30 p.m., 
The Barre Opera House. Tradi-
tional Quebecois music. Tickets 
at (802) 476-8188 or barreopera-
house.org.

Exhibits
CHUCK TROTSKY: VOCABU-
LARY, paintings at Parker Pie, 
161 County Road, West Glover, 
through May 9. Information: park-
erpie.com.

To get your event listed free in our 
weekly events calendar, please 
e-mail: news@hardwickgazette.com.

 Gerry Grimo and East Bay Jazz 
Ensemble Perform March 29

courtesy photo
Gerry Grimo and his ten-piece swing band perform on March 29 at the Ver-
mont Statehouse.

MONTPELIER –  The tenth 
performance of the 2023 Farmers 
Night Concert Series will feature 
Gerry Grimo and the East Bay Jazz 
Ensemble on Wednesday, March 
29, at 7:30 p.m.. at the Vermont 
Statehouse. This ten-piece swing 
band will play jazz, blues and vocal 
classics as well as oldies, R&B and 
Rock of the ’50s, ’60s, and ’70s.

The Farmers Night Concert 
Series is a longstanding State 
House tradition which goes back 
over 100 years to a time when 

lawmakers entertained themselves 
in the House Chamber mid-week 
while away from home. Artists 
from around the state, in genres 
ranging from classical music to 
bluegrass to barbershop, perform 
in the well of the House Chamber 
each Wednesday night during the 
legislative session, and the concerts 
are free and open to the public. 

For additional questions, please 
contact David Schutz, Vermont State 
Curator at david.schutz@vermont.
gov,  or (802) 279-5558. 

Le Vent du Nord, at BOH on April 1

courtesy photo
Quebec’s Le Vent du Nord performs 
April 1 at the Barre Opera House.

BARRE – Le Vent du Nord, 
the group World Music Magazine 
calls “Quebec’s premier exporters 
of exquisite music and fine show-
manship,” will perform at the 
Barre Opera House on Saturday, 
April 1, at 7:30 p.m.

The award-winning Le Vent du 
Nord is a leading force in Québec’s 
Francophone folk movement. The 
group’s repertoire draws from both 
traditional sources and original 
compositions, while their rhythmic 
music, rooted in the Celtic diaspora, 
is enhanced with a broad range of 
global influences.

Since first launching 20 years 
ago (in August 2002), Le Vent du 
Nord has performed over 2,200 
concerts over four continents 
and racking up several awards, 
including a Grand Prix du Disque 
Charles Cros, two Junos (Canada’s 
Grammys), a Félix at ADISQ, a 
Canadian Folk Music Award, and 
“Artist of the Year” at Folk Alliance 
Annual Gala.

The group regularly appears 
on Canadian, American, French, 
and UK television and radio and 
have participated in a variety of 
musical projects that exhibit their 

finesse and flexibility. They’ve 
collaborated and performed with a 
diverse range of artists including: 
Harry Manx, Väsen, Dervish, The 
Chieftains, Breton musical pioneer 
Yann-Fañch Kemener, Québécois 
roots legend and master storyteller 
Michel Faubert, the Scottish folk 
band Breabach, Gaelic singer Julie 
Fowlis, and the trans-Mediter-
ranean ensemble Constantinople.

For more information, see 
barreoperahouse.org or call (802) 
476-8188. The Opera House 
is handicapped accessible and 
equipped for the hearing impaired.
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Catamount Arts Gallery 
presents “Teetering Between”

“Lamp” 16x16 photograph by Linda 
Bryan

“At the Foot of Light,” 48x48 painting 
by Harrison Halaska

“Spring Thaw” by Mike Howat

Video by Melody S. Boone, “Still I See 
Myself in You”

ST. JOHNSBURY – The Fried 
Family Gallery at Catamount Arts 
will present “teetering between: 
Melody Boone, Linda Bryan, Har-
rison Halaska, and Mike Howat,” 
opening on March 28, with a recep-
tion scheduled for Saturday, April 
15, from 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. The 
show is curated by Samantha M. 
Eckert, exhibition manager at AVA 
Gallery and Art Center of Lebanon, 
N.H., and will run through June 4. 

This exhibition of paintings, 
photography, and sculpture shapes 
a journey by layering familiar pic-
tures to transport viewers, via 
light, form, and composition, to a 
mysterious dreamlike setting. The 
selected artists consider a limin-
al space, prompting onlookers to 
teeter between dimensions, their 
idée fixe unraveled by a single 
thread, and luring them to deeper 
engagement. 

Several of the selected works 
were created during the isolation 
period of the pandemic and commu-
nicate states of longing, loss, and 
loneliness. Audiences are invited to 
step into ordinary domestic scenar-
ios, becoming protagonists in a re-
al-turned-surreal world, initiating 
a tension between artist intention 
and audience engagement in which 
perceptions of time and space are 
altered. 

Melody S. Boone’s work, 
grounded in self-portraiture, in-
cludes a trove of family photo-
graphs skillfully manipulated and 
playfully reinvented into geomet-
ric designs incorporated into curi-
ous sculptural objects and then il-
luminated. Boone, a mixed media 
artist with an interdisciplinary art 
practice, lives and works in South 
Orange, N.J. She earned a BFA in 
2003 from Virginia Commonwealth 
University in Richmond and an 
MFA in 2009 from Pratt Institute 
in Brooklyn. Boone has been fea-
tured in numerous group exhibi-
tions throughout Hampton Roads, 
Va., New York and New Jersey, and 
has participated in residencies and 
co-ops and received several fellow-
ships and grants.

Photographer Linda Bryan’s 

capture of light evokes music. Bry-
an’s photographs are dreamy, lone-
ly and haunting. Vermont native 
Bryan’s photography is rooted in 
the natural environment and fa-
milial spaces. Bryan received her 
BFA in Studio Arts from North-
ern Vermont University - Johnson 
and an MFA in Photography from 
the Academy of Art University, San 
Francisco. An artist member and 
instructor at AVA Gallery, Bryan 
has worked as a printer and film 
processor at a professional photo 
lab and a teacher at Northern Ver-
mont University- Lyndon, at her 
studio/darkroom, and at local art 
centers. Working with a range of 
photographic mediums from vin-
tage cameras to digital, Bryan ex-
plores the relationships between 
sense of place, time, longing, and 
personal relationships creating 
work that is softly saturated with 
implied narrative, leaving room for 
personal interpretation.

Painter Harrison Halaska 
paints domestic interiors and inte-
rior landscapes, snapshots of rooms 
depicted from slightly skewed per-
spectives. Absent of occupants, 
the compositions invite viewers to 
make up a story while simultane-
ously provoking an uncanny sense 
of voyeurism. Milwaukee-born 
Halaska earned his BFA at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Whitewater 

and his MFA from Laguna College 
of Art and Design and has taught 
at California School of the Arts in 
San Gabriel Valley. He currently 
resides in Hanover, N.H., and he 
an assistant to printmaker Matt 
Brown as well an instructor and 
exhibition installer at AVA Gallery 
in Lebanon, N.H.

Mike Howat’s affinity for 
scenic views seen through win-
dows challenges viewers to dis-
cern between threshold and barri-
er. Tempted by the exterior land-
scape, viewers are nonetheless an-
chored by ordinary domestic ob-
jects on the window’s sill. New 
Hampshire-based painter and ed-
ucator Howat explores themes of 
urbanization, American, and col-
lective memory in his work. He 
earned his BFA at New Hamp-
shire Institute of Art and exhib-
its regionally and nationally in-
cluding at Kelly Stelling Contem-
porary and Mill Brook Gallery & 

Sculpture Garden, Chases’ Ga-
rage, Rochester Museum of Fine 
Arts, Nahcotta, Talon Gallery 
in Portland, Or., Carrie Secrist 
Gallery in Chicago, and Nucle-
us Portland, among other venues. 
He teaches painting, printmak-
ing, and drawing classes at Kim-
ball Jenkins School of Art, where 
he was a long-term artist-in-res-
idence from 2016-2020, and also 
at AVA Gallery where he coordi-
nates ArtReach, free weekly artist 
demonstrations for isolated popu-
lations and the creative communi-
ty. He is also a curator of estab-
lished and emerging artists in the 
Northeast with an interest in ex-
ploring the diversity of regional 
makers.

Curator Samantha M. Eck-
ert earned her MFA from Vermont 
College of Fine Arts in Montpelier, 
a Certification in Museum Stud-
ies from the Institute of Ameri-
can Indian Arts in Santa Fe, and 
a bachelor’s from Vermont College 
of Norwich University in Montpe-
lier. She has attended several art-
ist residencies including Anderson 
Ranch Art Center in Snowmass, 
Colo.; Vermont Studio Center in 
Johnson; La Macina di San Cres-
ci, Greve, Chianti, Italy; and she 
was a two-time artist in residence 
at The Studios at MASS MoCA in 
North Adams, Mass. Eckert has 
exhibited in Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, New Mexico, Ver-
mont, and Italy. In addition to her 
art and independent curatorial 
practice, she is Exhibition Manag-
er at AVA Gallery and Art Center, 
Lebanon, N.H.

photo by Hal Gray
The Lamoille River from inside Hardwick’s Village Restaurant about 8:30 a.m. 
Friday, March 17, was dyed green in recognition of St. Patrick’s Day. The 
suspension bridge is visible at the top of the photo.  By 9:15 a.m. there was 
no longer any trace of green visible in the river as it passed through Hardwick.
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Pruning Apple and Other Fruit Trees

courtesy photo
Water sprouts need to be removed yearly.

courtesy photo
Branch collar and line to show where to cut.

courtesy photo
Fruit spur on an apple tree will produce fruit and leaves.

by Henry Homeyer

CORNISH FLAT, N.H. – Ask 
a farmer, “When should I prune 
my apple trees?” and you will 
most likely hear, “March.” That’s 
an old tradition, but not because 
it is the only time to prune. You 
can prune any time. But March 
is a month on a farm when not so 
much is happening outdoors, and 
farmers have time to prune their 
apples. Me? I often prune in the 
fall, or later in the spring when the 
ground dries out and it warms up. 
I say, “Prune when you have the 
time and inclination.”

Pruning serves a number of 
functions. First, for many of us, 
it helps to create a work of living 
sculpture. Most of us don’t need as 
many apples or peaches a healthy 
tree will produce. But we do enjoy 
seeing a well-balanced, aestheti-
cally pleasing tree every day of the 
year, especially in winter.

Next, pruning opens up a tree 
and lets sunshine hit every leaf 
so that it can produce food for the 
roots and fruits. A well-pruned 

tree will be healthier and produce 
tastier fruit than a neglected 
tree. My pruning mentor told me 
decades ago that a bird should be 
able to fly through a well-pruned 
apple tree without getting hurt.

When pruning a fruit tree it’s 
important to know which branches 
will be blossoming and producing 
fruit. Look for fruit spurs on apples 
and pears. These are roughly three- 
to six-inch long protuberances with 
buds on them. As you prune you 
will have to make choices about 
which of two branches to cut. Look 
for those fruit spurs, and be guided 
by them.

In general when making 
cuts on an older, neglected tree, 
it’s better to remove a few larger 
branches than trying to make 
many, many smaller cuts.

It’s important to know where 
to make your cuts. If you cut off a 
branch flush with the trunk you 
will create a bigger wound than 
if you cut it off a little farther out 
from the trunk. Notice that most 
branches swell a bit at their base. 
That swollen, wrinkled area is 

called the branch collar, and it is 
where healing takes place. Cut just 
beyond the collar. But if you cut too 
far out the branch, you leave a stub 
which will not heal quickly: it will 
have to rot back to the collar before 
it can scab over.

Start by removing any dead or 
damaged branches. Cut them back 
to the trunk, or to a larger branch 
where they originate. Heavy 
wet snow and high winds this 
winter have created lots of broken 
branches. Clean them up. Knowing 
if a small branch is alive is easy: 
scrape it with your thumbnail. If it 
shows green, it is alive. Bigger dead 
branches will have flaky, discolored 
bark and will not be flexible if bent.

Remove any branches that are 
rubbing other branches. Keep the 
best looking branch and remove 
the other. Remove any branch that 
is headed into the center of the tree 
instead of growing towards the 
outside.

Or perhaps you’d like to 
begin with the easiest branches to 
remove, the water sprouts. These 
are vertical shoots coming up from 
a more-or-less horizontal branch. 
They are very numerous in some 
trees, not so much in others.

Water sprouts are generally 
a tree’s response to a need for 
more food for the roots. Trees 
that haven’t been pruned in years 
have many of these as there are 
many leaves shaded out and not 
producing much food for the roots. 
Or after a heavy pruning, a tree 
may produce lots of water sprouts 
to replace food-producing branches 
that have been removed.

If water sprouts are not 
removed when the thickness of 
a pencil or a hot dog, they will 
become as thick as your arm or leg 
and be difficult to remove. So clean 
those up every year.

You can change the angle of 
growth of a branch that is only 

an inch or less thick. Once winter 
is over, attach string or rope to a 
branch and tie it to a peg in the 
ground or to a weight to bend 
it down. A half-gallon milk jug 
works well. Just add water until 
you have the correct angle on the 
branch. Forty-five to sixty degrees 
off vertical is fine. You can remove 
the weights in June. Branches that 
are 45 degrees from the horizontal 
produce more fruit than more 
vertical branches.

If you have to remove a 
bigger branch, do it in two steps. 
First make a cut two or three feet 
out from the trunk to reduce the 
weight of the branch. Then make a 
second cut just outside the branch 
collar. Use one hand on the saw, 
one hand supporting the weight 
of the branch. That will prevent 
tearing the bark on the trunk if it 
falls before you finish the cut.

When pruning, don’t overdo it. 
Trees need their leaves to feed the 
roots and fruit. In any given year 
don’t take more than 25 percent 
of the leaves (woody stems don’t 
count when calculating how much 
you have taken off). In winter you 
just have to estimate how much 
live wood you can take off.

A few words on tools: The 
basics are a good pair of hand 
pruners, kept sharp. A good pair of 
geared loppers for medium-sized 
branches. A good hand saw with 
a tri-cut blade for branches bigger 
than an inch or so. Don’t buy the 
cheapest you can find. Buy the 
most expensive you can afford. 
My new curved Stihl hand saw 
went through a three-inch apple 
branch like a hot knife through 
butter. With the leather sheath, it 
cost about $65 and is worth every 
penny.

Pruning is fun. And if you 
make a mistake, don’t worry. Your 
tree will grow a new branch to 
replace the one you removed.
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The OuTside sTOry

We’re alive and well in Greensboro!



Although we no longer have a location in Hardwick, 
we continue to cover the ten towns in our coverage 
area, in fact, our readership has increased.

Thanks to the high-speed digital connections in the 
Spark spaces in Greensboro, we continue to produce 
a weekly electronic newspaper. We are located in the 
Spark space in the Greensboro Town Hall and look 
forward to continue our 134-year coverage of your 
home town.

Get your news. Subscribe at hardwickgazette.com
P.O. Box 367, Hardwick, VT 05843 • (802) 472-6521

The Unsung Music of Birds

Grouse Drumming

by Kenrick Vezina

LOWELL, Mass. -- With 
spring creeping closer, our year-
round avian residents such as 
cardinals and titmice are already 
raising their voices. But there’s 
more than one way to make 
music, and birds have evolved 
means for using everything at 
their disposal to fill our forests 
with whistles, twitters, and 
booms – no voice needed.

Early spring is the perfect 
time to catch a bug-eyed, comi-
cally plump creature demon-
strating birds’ potential as 
instrumentalists. In March, male 
American woodcocks stake out 
turf along the edges of forests 
and in clearings, where they put 
on a show each evening, shortly 
after sunset. 

Their performance has 
three acts, combining visual and 
auditory cues. First, a minute of 
urgent, nasal peent calls from 
the ground. Then a spiraling, 
twittering flight upward. And, 
finally, a steep descent accom-
panied by rapid, chirrupy 
sound. The first sound is vocal 
– videos abound online of wood-
cocks throwing their heads back 
and beaks wide to produce a 
peent call, which seems to be a 
whole-body effort. Once the bird 
takes off, however, that airy 
twitter is created by the three 
foremost primary feathers of 
its stubby wings as it beats its 
way skyward. These feathers 
are narrower and stiffer than 
the rest of its primaries, with 
greater space between them. 
During the display flight, they 
act like the reed in a clarinet, 
vibrating rapidly to produce 
a high-pitched sound. Inter-
estingly, the same feathers on 
females and immature males are 
not as narrow, probably because 

they don’t need to use them as 
noisemakers.

Musical feathers can do more 
than serenade a potential mate. 
If you’ve ever startled – and 
been startled by – a mourning 
dove, you’ll know they make a 
distinctive high-pitched flutter 
on takeoff. Like woodcocks, they 
have specialized noise-making 
feathers, but for the doves this 
sound acts as a built-in alarm 
system that may momentarily 
confuse predators and let other 
doves know it’s time to skedaddle. 
Though it sounds to human ears 
like doves make the same panicky 
whistles every time they take 
off, experiments have shown 
that other birds can recognize 
the difference between a casual 
takeoff and a hawk-induced flight.

Whistles aren’t the only 
sound feathers can make. 
Another secretive, round-bodied 
bird, the ruffed grouse, performs 

a drumming display that uses 
the entire wing and serves to 
both mark his territory and 
attract mates. Drumming begins 
in late spring. A male grouse 
finds a good log to stand on, fans 
his tail, and flares the namesake 
ruff of chocolate-colored feathers 
around his neck in a collar 
that would make Shakespeare 
jealous. He stretches to his full 
height, pauses as if to gather his 
strength, and begins to pump his 
stumpy wings in what looks like 
an attempted clap. He quickly 
accelerates, and what starts as a 
few weak whuffs quickly builds 
to a hearty whumph-ing, a noise 
akin to the chug of a gas-powered 
mower. Each whumph is the 
sound of air collapsing into the 
tiny vacuums created by the 
bird’s whipping wings. During 
a single 10-second performance, 
a ruffed grouse might beat its 
wings 50 times, reaching a peak 

speed of almost 20 beats per 
second.

Of course, feathers are just 
one of the tools birds use to make 
noise. Big, hard beaks also have 
great potential as instruments. 
The most obvious example is the 
staccato stylings of woodpeckers. 
By taking advantage of the 
natural acoustics of hollowed-out 
snags, even the little downy wood-
pecker can fill the forest with 
its territorial announcements. 
But birds don’t need extremely 
specialized pecking hardware 
to send a message: ravens, 
with heavy but general-purpose 
beaks, are an excellent example. 
Dominant females will often 
follow-up their knocking call with 
a loud bill snap. The champion of 
beak-based communication must 
be the African shoebill, a.k.a. 
the whale-headed stork, a five-
foot-tall bird with a truly massive 
shovel-shaped beak. When it 
rattles its bill, the resulting 
sound is like machine-gun fire.

All of these unsung (literally) 
sounds illustrate an important 
aspect of evolution via natural 
selection: it works with what it’s 
got. Feathers’ primary purpose, in 
evolutionary terms, was probably 
insulation and, later, enabling 
flight. Likewise, beaks did not 
originally arise as biomechanical 
castanets. But communication is 
essential for both survival and 
reproduction, the twin impera-
tives of evolution, and sound is 
a very effective way to commu-
nicate. All the attention goes to 
the vocalists, but bird bodies are 
full of musical potential: a fact 
that evolution has exploited with 
aplomb.

[Kenrick Vezina is a free-
lance writer, naturalist, and 
raconteur based in the Greater 
Boston area. Illustration by 
Adelaide Murphy Tyrol.]
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photo by Bonnie Kim Donahue
Although salt is beneficial in winter for deicing roads and walkways, it can 
be detrimental to trees, shrubs and landscape plants that are planted near 
salted roads or sidewalks.

Managing Salt in the Landscape
by Bonnie Kirn Donahue, 
Extension Master Gardener, 
University of Vermont

NORTHFIELD – Salt can 
be a great asset in the winter 
for deicing roads and walkways. 
Salt prevents ice from forming 
by lowering the freezing point of 
water, creating safer surfaces for 
people to walk and drive on.

However, salt can have a 
detrimental impact on woody and 
herbaceous plants in the land-
scape. Salt can impact plants in a 
number of ways.

Salt spray that splashes 
off salted surfaces can coat the 
outside of a plant’s stems or 
leaves. It is corrosive and can 
burn leaves, stems and even buds, 
impacting flowering in the spring.

Salt on the soil surface can 
soak into the soil and become 
absorbed by plants. Once 
absorbed, it pulls moisture from 
plant tissues and dehydrates 
plants from the inside.

Luckily, there are things 
that we can do to mitigate these 
impacts.

First, for existing garden 

beds that are close to salted roads 
or sidewalks, flushing the soil 
with water in the spring is one 
way to clear salty build-up from 
the winter. Spring rains may 
provide enough water to leach 
the salt from the soil naturally, 
but watering the plant bed one or 
two times in a dry spring might 
be all that is needed. Be careful 
not to overwater the bed to avoid 
soil erosion.

Second, when selecting sites 
for planting new garden beds or 
trees, it is critical to consider 
potential salt exposure. Planting 
trees, shrubs and perennials near 
salted surfaces creates the possi-
bility that plants will struggle, so 
consider what is adjacent to your 
garden bed or tree.

Finally, in areas where you 
can’t avoid salt exposure, select 
plants that are more tolerant of 
salt.

For trees, several native oak 
species have some salt tolerance, 
including white (Quercus alba), 
red (Quercus rubra) and swamp 
white oaks (Quercus bicolor). 
Native shrubs such as winter-
berry (Ilex verticillata), black 

chokeberry (Aronia melanocarpa) 
and nannyberry (Viburnum 
lentago) also are known to have 
some salt tolerance.

Perennials such as daylilies 
(Hemerocallis spp.), catmint 
(Nepeta racemosa) and yarrow 
(Achillea spp.) perform well with 
exposure to salt.

Research on salt tolerance of 
plants varies, so look for cooper-
ative extension resources in your 

area online, or ask your local 
nursery or greenhouse grower for 
advice.

Salt is a reality of winter, 
but it doesn’t need to ruin your 
garden in the spring. Try these 
tips and see how you can have the 
best of both worlds.

[Bonnie Kirn Donahue is a 
UVM Extension Master Gardener 
and landscape designer from 
central Vermont.]

Woodsmoke by Julie Atwood
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Monday, March 27

•Walden Select Board, 
every other Monday.

Wednesday, March 29

•Caledonia Cooperative 

School District Full Board of 

Directors’ Special Informa-

tional Meeting, 6 p.m., Waterford 
School Room 13 and remote access 
is also available.

Tuesday, April 4

•Cabot Select Board, first 
Tuesday of month, 7 p.m.

•Craftsbury Select Board, 
first Tuesday of month, 7 p.m.

•Marshfield Select Board, 
first Tuesday of month, 5:30 p.m.

•Plainfield Select Board, 
first Tuesday of month, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, April 5

•Wolcott Select Board, first 
Wednesday of month, 6 p.m.

Town Clerks

Cabot: cabotvt.us
Calais: calaisvermont.gov
Craftsbury: townofcraftsbury.com
Greensboro: greensborovt.org
Hardwick: hardwickvt.org
Marshfield: town.marshfield.vt.us
Plainfield: plainfieldvt.us
Stannard: Stannard town clerk: 
(802) 533-2577, open Wed., 8-noon, 
townofstannard@myfairpoint.net
Walden: Walden town clerk: (802) 
563-2220, fax: 802-563-3008, open 
Mon. - Wed., 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Thurs., 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. waldenvt.
gov. waldentc@pivot.net 
Wolcott: wolcottvt.org
Woodbury: woodburyvt.org

This is Kind of Peaceful
by Willem Lange

EAST MONTPELIER – The switch from nursing home to personal 
home went off without a hitch. The multiple family members here to 
help effect it then left one by one, till I’m down to: Kiki; Herschel my 
four-wheel, silk-smooth walker; and Hagar, the hybrid SUV parked two 
feet from the foot of the back porch ramp. There are enough leftovers in 
the fridge to last me at least another week, and enough thank-you notes 
to write to last even longer. It’s the first time I’ve been alone in a couple 
of months. In the nursing home I felt very much alone at times, but the 
fact is that I never really was. This is kind of peaceful – soothing, even.

How we giggled as youngsters when, 
throwing ourselves on the ground, we cried, 
“Help! I’ve fallen, and I can’t get up!” Now, 
as oldsters, we don’t giggle anymore; instead, 
we shout, “Hey, Siri! Call...!” and pray that 
we’re close enough to our phones to be heard.

The cast on my once-good right arm, which I hope is soon to come 
off, still inhibits many operations I’d grown accustomed to performing, 
most of all writing and typing, which are a large part of what I do. But 
the left arm is filling in admirably, and I can even tie my shoes if I have 
to. Still, for a hunt-and-peck typist, the impairment of the dominant 
finger is a major problem. I can’t help but remember Rahm Emanuel, 
the famously profane White House chief of staff who as a high school 
senior had lost a middle finger in a meat slicer. The President, in a 
tribute to Emanuel years later, remarked that this rendered him almost 
mute. My current emails and billets-doux are all much truncated.

Speaking of which, my billets-doux are all going this week to 
a city I’ve never heard of. My late-in-life sweetheart, Bea, is at a 
conference in Niamey (NEE-ah-MAY). I’ll bet you never heard of it 
till now, either), the capital of Niger (NEE-zjer). So I’ve been spending 
a bit of time this week with Professors Google and Wikipedia. She 
and her conferees have been bumped from the Radisson Blu Hotel 
to the Noom (lots of aluminum and glass, Formica tabletops, and 
square corners) by the United States Secretary of State, Anthony 
Blinken, and his entourage. When I read that the temperature 
there (it’s located at a mere 13 degrees north) hovers around 100ºF, 

I wished her well and gazed fondly out my window at the soon-to-
be-augmented snowbanks pushed up by the plow in my yard.

The days here at home plod peacefully by, punctuated 
by sessions of recommended exercise, letting Kiki in and 
out, and news of Russian mercenary assaults and a Cali-
fornia bank failure. But under it all, like the bass viol line in a 
Wagnerian opera, mutters the ominous theme: Do Not Fall!

How we giggled as youngsters when, throwing ourselves on 
the ground, we cried, “Help! I’ve fallen, and I can’t get up!” Now, 
as oldsters, we don’t giggle anymore; instead, we shout, “Hey, Siri! 
Call...!” and pray that we’re close enough to our phones to be heard.

This means, if we’ve taken seriously what misfortunes may 
await us, that we keep our cell phones as close to our persons as 
John Wayne kept his revolver, and our walkers in a relationship 
as close as Chester’s to Marshall Dillon. This may be a temporary 
situation, as strength and balance return to relieve it, or may be 
our destiny. For the time being I have promised not to try to cross 
the often-icy yard to the garage. But I need now and then to take 
rubbish out to the bins there. Necessity being invention’s mother, 
I’ve parked Hagar right at the foot of the covered ramp at the back 
door. I very carefully carry the cargo down the ramp and load it 
into the passenger seat, climb in, and drive across the yard to the 
garage. A touch of the button just above my head on the visor, and 
we’re in the garage beside the bins. Dump and back to base.

Through it all, from the delightfully rapid healing of the 
cracked femur and pelvis, to the agonizingly slow healing 
of the broken elbow and painful obstinacy of the cast that’s 
trying at this very moment to type a subtext below this script, 
one cardinal rule has emerged: One thing at a time!

It’s the distractions that get us: the turnings aside, the additions 
to a load, the phone ringing while we’re draining the boiled potatoes, 
the patch of ice masquerading as earth. And it’s routines, rituals, 
and rules that can make these fragile years safer. There’s so much 
still to look forward to, like a hotel near Albany with an indoor pool 
this weekend (Bea swims laps; I’ll float or hit the hot tub, unless the 
dreaded cast stays on) that it would be foolish to let the constant 
caution and conditioning turn to fear and resignation. I’m even looking 
forward to hearing all about an ancient African city on the edge of 
the Sahara with a river running through it and a mosque with a 
high minaret and at least two large hotels and conference centers.
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March Light
by Elizabeth McCarthy

The heart of winter

  has softened,

    revealing a golden lamp

     searching for spring.

Its angled light, beams

  across the horizon

   warming February’s

    white crusty cover.

Casting long shadows

  behind the drooping evergreen

   that weeps crystal droplets

upon hearing

  the yellow-rumped warbler

   flutter and trill,

calling his love

  to join him once again

   as March lights

    the way to spring.

Corrections to Craftsbury 
Select Board Article

To the editor:
Last week’s Gazette contained 

information about Craftsbury Se-
lectboard’s 2/28/2023 meeting, fea-
turing Craftsbury Community 
Care Center’s application for addi-
tional VCDP funding for its HVAC 
improvements. The content was, 
we understand, taken from min-
utes posted on the town website. 
Unfortunately those minutes were 
a draft and contained some errors. 
(We’re not casting fault: with the 
complex nature of the topic, nuanc-
es can be missed!)

CCCC appreciates the front-
page coverage but feel we should 
correct the record. The budget dis-
cussed was not CCCC’s operat-
ing budget, but rather a proposed 
HVAC project budget to be submit-
ted to VCDP seeking a potential 
enhancement to our already-ap-
proved HVAC grant. 

You see, due to post-COVID 
construction and supply chain 
cost increases, VCDP increased 

potential maximum award 
amounts to help grantees complete 
approved projects. Enhancement 
to the CCCC’s grant is not guar-
anteed, but contingent upon VC-
DP’s review of our proposal, eligi-
ble expenses, and available fund-
ing. CCCC might receive addition-
al HVAC funding, or we might not.

It’s important to clarify be-
cause we wouldn’t want to imply 
the State provided additional 
funding without proper process 
and CCCC has a lot of funds left 
to raise! In addition to our HVAC 
project (even if we receive full ad-
ditional VCDP funding, $200,000 
remains uncovered), we have the 
kitchen renovation costs plus exte-
rior painting. Post-pandemic costs 
have ensured we are fundraising 
for the long run.

Thank you for allowing us to 
clarify these points. 

Jane Marlin

President, Craftsbury 

Community Care Center Board

EXCAVATOR FOR SALE

The Town of Barre is seeking bids for sale of a 2003 Cat-
erpillar M316 rubber-tired excavator. The excavator has 

11,000 hours.  It is rated in fair condition. For more informa-
tion, including maintenance and repair records, contact Shop 
Foreman Mike Martel at (802) 476-3522 or email mmartel@
barretown.org. The minimum bid will be $40,000. Bids may 
be submitted in a sealed envelope to Town of Barre, P.O. 
Box 116, 149 Websterville Road, Websterville, VT 05678, or 
emailed to bids@barretown.org. Use Excavator on the sub-
ject line. Bids will be accepted until 4 p.m.,  Monday, April 10, 
at which time bids will be opened and read.

photo by Vanessa Fournier
Theresa Davis of Center Road in Hardwick made and decorated this snowman 
for St. Patrick’s Day.
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Lyndon Institute is hiring! Custodian.
   LI is looking to hire additional full-time and/or part-time custodians to 
work in our maintenance department. Applicants must be able to com-
plete custodial duties such as trash removal, vacuuming, mopping, 
sweeping, dusting, and some outside work, such as spreading salt or 
sand on walkways.  
   Full-time positions will work 40 hours per week and are eligible for 
medical/dental/vision/life/disability insurance, 401k, paid time off, va-
cation, and holidays. Part-time and flexible schedules are available!
   To apply candidates must submit an application to Human Resourc-
es. Applications may be found on our website www.lyndoninstitute.
org/our-school/employment. Candidates may also pick up an applica-
tion at 81 College Road, Lyndon Center.

Propane • Heating Oil • Diesel
Heating Equipment Installations

189 Railroad St., St. Johnsbury, VT
(802) 748-8934 or (800) 222-9276

Delivering On A Promise
Town of Woodbury

JOB OPENING – HIGHWAY WORKER
   The Town of Woodbury is seeking one part-time town highway crew 
member.  An application and job description can be obtained from the 
town office. Call (802) 456-7051, or e-mail clerk@woodburyvt.org or 
pick up at the Town Office, 1672 Vt. Rte. 14. Part-time could possibly 
lead to full time for the right candidate. At entry level the worker will be 
required to have a Class B Commercial Driver’s License, and be able 
to drive a 10-wheel dump truck with plow and wing. At full performance, 
operation of a backhoe, loader and grader will be expected. Availability 
to work overtime in the winter is required. Salary will depend on ex-
perience.  Call the road commissioner, (802) 456-8883 with questions 
about the job responsibilities.
   Background check, physical exam and drug screen will be required.  
Please send or deliver your application to the Woodbury Town Office, 
P.O. Box 10, Woodbury, VT 05681 no later than March 31, although the 
position may be filled earlier.

VERMONT RAIL SYSTEM
Vermont Railway • Green Mountain Railroad • Clarendon & Pittsford Railroad 

Washington County Railroad & WACR Conn River Division
Weed Control Program Newspaper Advertisement

   The Vermont Rail System has applied to the Secretary of Agriculture for a permit to apply herbicides to its 
tracks for control of weed growth in the ballast.
• Vermont Railway operates between Bennington and Burlington. (In the towns of Burlington, S. Burlington, 
Shelburne, Charlotte, Ferrisburgh, Vergennes, New Haven, Middlebury, Salisbury,  Leicester, Brandon, Pittsford, 
Rutland Town, Rutland City, Clarendon, Wallingford, Danby, Mt. Tabor, Dorset,  Manchester, Sunderland, Arling-
ton, Shaftsbury, Bennington )
• Green Mountain Railroad operates between Bellows Falls and Rutland City. (In the towns of Rockingham/
Bellows Falls, Chester, Cavendish, Ludlow, Mt. Holly, East Wallingford, Shrewsbury, Rutland  Town, Rutland City)
• Clarendon & Pittsford Railroad operates between Rutland and Whitehall N.Y., and Pittsford Town. (In the towns 
of Pittsford, Rutland Town, West Rutland, Ira, Castleton, Fair Haven)
• Washington County Railroad operates between Montpelier and Barre. (In the towns of Montpelier, Barre City, 
Barre Town, S. Barre, Berlin)
• WACR Conn River Division operates between White River Junction to Newport, Vermont. (In the towns of 
White River, Hartford, Wilder, Norwich, Thetford, Fairlee, Bradford, Newbury, Wells River, Newport, Coventry,  
Orleans, Barton, Sutton, West Burke, Lyndonville, St. Johnsbury, Passumpsic, Barnet, Ryegate.)
   The tracks in these locations will be treated utilizing “hi-rail” equipped trucks with nozzles aimed downward 
from fixed booms 18 inches above the rails which spray the roadbed beneath the tracks. Beginning on or near 
May 1, 2023, our applicator will be using a mix of Aquaneat or Roundup Custom (Glyphosate) or Diquat SPC 
2L, Semeraor Payload (Flumioxazin), Milestone (Aminopyralid), or Oust XP (Metsulfuron, Sulfometuron Methyl) 
or Polaris AC Complete with an anti-drift additive for control of weeds and grass. Beginning on or about July 1, 
2023, areas close to streams and standing water which were not sprayed on the first application, will be spot  
treated with Aquaneat or Roundup Custom (Glyphosate) with an anti-drift additive. 
   Residents abutting Vermont Rail System right-of-way should protect private water supplies or other sensitive 
areas. It is the responsibility of the resident to notify us of the existence of a private water supply located near 
our property.
  Notification from residents along the Vermont Railway, Clarendon & Pittsford Railroad, Green Mountain Rail-
road, Washington County Conn River Division and the Washington County Railroad Barre to Montpelier, should 
be made before April 26, 2023 to: Rick T. Boucher, Chief Engineer M.O.W., Vermont Railway, Inc., 118 Post 
Street, Rutland, VT 05701, or by telephone at (802) 775-4356, Monday through Friday between 7:30 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m.
  Questions or comments should be addressed to: Vermont Department of Agriculture, 116 State Street, Mont-
pelier, VT 05602-2901, or by telephone at (802) 828-2431.
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Craftsbury Academy 
Senior Boys
Left, Craftsbury Academy senior 
boys are Will Patnoe (left) and Dalton 
Gravel (right).

Hazen Union Senior Boys
Right, Hazen Union senior boys are (left to right): 
Tyler Rivard, Lincoln Michaud, Jadon Baker and 
Faisal Al-Naser.

Hazen Union Senior Girls
Left, Hazen Union senior girls are 
(left to right): Alexis Christensen, 
Haley Michaud and Ella Gillespie of 
Craftsbury Academy.

2022-2023
Basketball
Seniors

photos by
Vanessa Fournier

Twinfield-Cabot Senior Girls
Left, Twinfield-Cabot senior girls are (left to right): 
Julie Williams, Aleacya Moshinskie, Aydyn Paige 
and Maddison Duke.

Twinfield-Cabot
Senior Boy
T.J .Bernatchy was the only senior on 
the Twinfield-Cabot boys team.



See ALL-STAR, next page
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by Ken Brown

HINESBURG – Several local 
student athletes earned hon-
ors in girls’ high school basket-
ball this past weekend at the Ver-
mont Basketball Coaches Associa-
tion (VBCA) Senior All-Star games 
at Champlain Valley Union High 
School. 

Hazen Union’s Alexis Chris-
tensen and Craftsbury Academy’s 
(CA) Ella Gillespie were selected to 
the Division III-IV North All-Star 
Team for their outstanding play 
for the Lady Cats this past season. 
The North Team used an 11-1 run 
late in the fourth quarter to tie the 
game at 51-51 with seconds to play, 
but a put-back by Thetford Acade-
my’s Madison Mousley proved to be 
the game winner.

West Rutland’s Arianna 

by Ken Brown

HINESBURG – Several local seniors and 
up-and-coming stars in boys’ high school bas-
ketball were honored at the Vermont Basketball 
Coaches Association (VBCA) Senior All-Star 
games over the weekend at Champlain Valley 
Union High School.

Hazen Union senior Tyler Rivard was se-
lected to the North All-Star Team roster and 
ended his decorated high school career with 12 
points as the South eked out an 89-85 victory 
on Saturday. Poultney’s Marcus Lewis led the 
South with 13 in the win and Richford’s Elia 
Varisco (14) and Blue Mountain’s Evan Dennis 
(13) were the leading scorers for the North side. 
Danville’s Christian Young added eight points 
in the loss, finishing an impressive senior cam-
paign scoring over 15 points a game and leading 

courtesy photo
Hazen Union athletes Alexis Christensen (left) and 
Ella Gillespie (right) were honored at the Senior 
All-Star Selections.

courtesy photo
Named to the Vermont Dream Dozen for Hazen 
Union were (left to right) Brendan Moodie, Caitlyn 
Davison and Xavier Hill.

courtesy photo
Hazen Union’s Caitlyn Davison (left) was honored by 
the Vermont Dream Dozen and Tyler Rivard (right) 
was honored as a 1,000-point scorer. 

Local Boys Honored at All-Star Weekend
the Bears to the Division IV Final Four.

Rivard finished off a senior season for 
the ages earlier this month, averaging over 
23 points and pulling down 17 rebounds per 
game. He’ll graduate as the only Wildcat in 
program history with 1,000 career points and 
1,000 career rebounds. He shattered every re-
bound record at Hazen Union over the last two 
seasons and also broke the single game scor-
ing record earlier this season with a 50-burg-
er against Enosburg. He was a finalist for the 
Vermont Gatorade Player of the Year and was 
also honored this past weekend for his 1,176 
career points. Rounding out the North Senior 
All-Star roster were: Peoples Academy’s Saw-
yer Beck and Chandler Follensbee, Winooski’s 
Trevon Bradley, Hassan Hassan, and Daniel 
Surma, Brady Donahue (Williamstown), Bryce 
Fontaine (BFA-Fairfax), Chase Lund (Oxbow), 

Harry Molesworth (Rivendell Academy), Jacob 
Gilman (Thetford Academy), and Blue Moun-
tain’s Ricky Fennimore. Mid-Vermont Chris-
tian’s Joel Roberts knocked 17 treys to win the 
halftime 3-point contest. Winooski was honored 
with the Spalding Award after capping off a 
22-0 season with the Division III state champi-
onship. Bellows Falls’ Evan Chadwick and Blue 
Mountain’s Chris Cook were named Coaches 
of the Year. Fair Haven’s Sawyer Ramey was 
named Gatorade Player of the Year for the state 
of Vermont. 

Hazen Union’s Xavier Hill, Brendan Mood-
ie, and Twinfield-Cabot’s Tej Stewart were also 
honored over the All-Star Weekend for being 
selected to the Vermont Dream Dozen roster. 
Stewart was one of seven freshmen on a Tro-
jan team that won 11 games and advanced to 

Trio of Lady Cats Honored on All-Star Weekend
Coombs led the South with 12 points 
and Peoples Academy’s (PA) Shel-
by Wells led all scorers with 24 for 
the North. Christensen and Gilles-
pie helped lead Hazen to a 20-2 re-
cord this past season and their first 
trip to the Division III Final Four 
in five years. Christensen has been 
a double-digit scorer for the Lady 
Cats since her sophomore season 
and ended her impressive senior 
campaign averaging over 11 points 
per game. Gillespie is a multi-sport 
athlete for CA and seamlessly fit 
into Hazen Union’s starting lineup 
from the get-go. She was the lead-
ing scorer for the Lady Chargers 
the past two seasons and brought 
depth and scoring balance to a 
Lady Cat roster that reeled off 19 
straight wins.

Danville’s Laci Potter was 
also selected to the North team 

after averaging over 16 points per 
game for the Lady Bears this past 
season. She led Danville to a dou-
ble-digit win season and advanced 
to the quarterfinal round of the Di-
vision IV playoffs. Peoples Acad-
emy’s Shelby Wells and Emma 
Courtemanche were also named 
to the North team after leading 
the Lady Wolves to a 15-win sea-
son and a spot in the Division III 
Final Four. Wells has been a pro-
lific scorer for PA since she was a 
freshman and was also honored as 
a 1,000-point career scorer, ending 
her high school career with 1,129.

Rounding out the North roster 
were: Faith Benjamin (BFA-Fair-
fax), Parker Reeves (Stowe), 
Ryleigh Butler (Rivendell Acade-
my), Emma Fadden and Aubrey 
Fadden of Richford, Paige Moody 
and Isabel Humbert of Northfield, 

and Vergennes’ Finnley Jacob-
son and Kyra Bradford. Poultney’s 
Hannah Welch won the 3-point 
contest at halftime with 12 makes. 
The Spalding Award was given to 
West Rutland as they capped off 
a 23-0 season with a Division IV 
state championship. Their head 
coach Carl Serraini and Windsor’s 
Kabray Rockwood earned Coach 
of the Year honors. West Rut-
land sophomore Peyton Guay was 
voted Player of the Year by VBCA 
coaches. 

Hazen Union’s Caitlyn Da-
vison was honored with her sec-
ond straight selection to the Ver-
mont Dream Dozen roster. The ju-
nior point guard averaged over 21 
points per game this season and 
will become the next 1,000-point 
career scorer for the Lady Cat pro-
gram at some point next winter.
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quarterfinal round of the Division IV playoffs. 
He was their leading scorer and dropped 
a career-high 30 points in their season 
opener, leading them to the Bob Abra-
hamson Tip-Off Classic Championship at 
Proctor. Hill earned his second straight 
selection after a junior campaign where 
he averaged over 11 points per game and 
orchestrated a potent Wildcat offense. 
He played some of his best basketball 
of the season in the playoffs, scoring a 

courtesy photo
Tej Stewart from Twinfield-Cabot was selected for 
the Vermont Dream Dozen.

by Ken Brown

NORTHEAST KINGDOM – The boys’ bas-
ketball Mountain League division had sever-
al teams make some serious noise in the post-
season earlier this month, including Winoos-
ki’s perfect season and several local student 
athletes were honored last week for their out-
standing seasons on the hardwood. 

Danville’s Christian Young led First Team 
selections after powering the Bears to a 16-7 
season that included a trip to the Division IV 
Final Four at the Barre Auditorium. He was 
joined on the Mountain League First Team ros-
ter by Trevon Bradley and Daniel Surma of 
Winooski, Evan Dennis (Blue Mountain), and 
Richford’s Elia Varisco. Young averaged near-
ly 15 points per game in his senior season for 
Danville and Dennis led the Bucks offense at 
over 20 points per contest in their quest to de-
fend their 2022 Division IV title. After falling 
just short in last year’s Division III state title 

Local Students Selected for
Boys’ Mountain League Honors

game, Bradley and Surma ended their careers 
on a high note, leading Winooski to a 22-0 sea-
son and a state championship. 

Freshman Andrew Joncas led Second 
Team selections for Danville after averaging 
just under 20 points per game for the Bears. He 
was joined on the Second team by Jerrick Ja-
cobs (Richford), Evan Fletcher (BFA-Fairfax), 
Ricky Fennimore (Blue Mountain), and Winoos-
ki’s Hassan Hassan. 

Twinfield-Cabot’s Meles Gouge and Crafts-
bury Academy’s (CA) Dylan Washer broke 
through a litany of stacked rosters through-
out the league to earn well-deserved Honorable 
Mentions. Gouge has had a stellar junior sea-
son on both the pitch and the hardcourt for the 
Trojans. He was a Vermont All-State soccer se-
lection for a second consecutive season last fall 
and continued to develop as the Trojan point 
guard this year for head coach Chris Hudson, 
leading a freshman heavy team to double-digit 
wins and to the second round of the Division IV 

playoffs. Washer and the Chargers struggled to 
find numbers and wins this past winter, but the 
junior led CA in scoring for a second consecutive 
season at over 15 points per game and is in line 
to be the next 1,000 point career scorer for the 
program. Rounding out the Honorable Mention 
selections were Chase Brown (Stowe), Chase 
Lund (Oxbow), Jackson Wilmette (BFA-Fair-
fax), and Winooski’s Sam Parris and Kellen 
Bourgeois.

Winooski’s Trevon Bradley took home Play-
er of the Year honors for the second straight 
season and Spartan head coach Sam Jackson 
earned Coach of Year honors for their efforts 
on a perfect season and division III state title. 
Winooski has won 42 games under Jackson the 
past two years. 

“Thanks to all the players, coaches, and 
A.D.s for a great Mountain League season. I re-
ally want to praise this class and extend grati-
tude and appreciation to the seniors as they lost 
so many games during COVID,” said Jackson.

career-high 24 points in the quarterfinals 
and 19 more in the state title game. Soph-
omore backcourt mate Moodie earned 
his first selection after a sensational 
inaugural season at Hazen. He became 
a long-distance sniper for the Wildcats, 
including a nine 3-pointer 33-point 
performance in their quarterfinal win 
over White River Valley and 19 more in 
a crucial semifinal win over Thetford 
Academy. The future looks bright for 
basketball in the Northeast Kingdom 
with this trio of underclassmen leading 
the way. 

Three Brothers
Play on Same Team
The Michaud brothers (from left): Gabriel, a ju-
nior, Lincoln, a senior and Morgan, a freshman, 
all played on the Hazen Union varsity basketball 
team this season. Morgan also played on the 
junior varsity team. They are the sons of Leslie 
and Jeremy Michaud of East Hardwick. In Aaron 
Hill’s 24-year history of being the Hazen varsity 
head coach having three brothers playing on the 
same team has never occurred.

photo by Vanessa Fournier
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FAIRBANKS, Alaska – Char-
lie Kehler and Amelia Circosta, both 
from Greensboro, traveled to Fair-
banks last week to race in the Junior 
National Cross Country Ski Cham-
pionships. They were part of the 
Northeast U.S. team and train lo-
cally with the Craftsbury Ski Club. 
There were a total of 10 teams from 
across the U.S with 30-50 skiers on 
each team. The two junior skiers 
were part of the Under 16 (U16) age 
class. There were also U18 and U20 
groupings skiing in three races over 
four days. Kehler had two top-20 fin-
ishes in the individual classic race 
and the skate sprint, while Circosta 

courtesy photo
Charlie Kehler raced in Fairbanks, Alaska, for the Northeast U.S. team.

Kehler
on U16 Team,
at Fort Kent, Me.
Charlie Kehler (second in from left) 
raced on the New England boys U16 
team recently at Fort Kent, Me. His 
teammates include David Northcott 
– Caldwell Sport, Henri McCourt 
– Mount Blue High School, James 
Crowley – Gould Academy, Lucas 
Barstow – Gould Academy, and Niko 
Cuneo – Mansfield Nordic Club.

courtesy photo

Kehler and Circosta Race at Junior Nationals in Fairbanks, Alaska

courtesy photo
Amelia Circosta earned a fourth-place 
medal in the sprint race at U.S. Junior 
Nationals in Fairbanks, Alaska.

had a sixth in the individual clas-
sic race and fourth in the freestyle 
sprint for her top races.

For both Circosta and Kehler, 
the chance to travel so far away to 
a much different place with a small 
group of 12 U16 skiers was really 
special and memorable. Circosta 
noted “racing was obviously a huge 
and dominant part of the week, 
but we found time to do other fun 
things, including seeing the north-
ern lights, touring an outdoor ice 
sculpture exhibit, and listening 
to music while hanging out with 
friends. There were so many nice 
people to spend time with, which 
I would say was maybe the single 
biggest factor that made the week 
as great as it was.” She noted that 
the northern lights adventure was 
done by 25 teammates at midnight 
after a really long day of sprint rac-
ing at below zero F temperatures. 
Kehler shared similar thoughts: 
that the team chemistry was by 
far the highlight of the week. He 
found the cold temperatures chal-
lenging but he learned to adapt as 
the races progressed. The tempera-
tures hovered near zero F much of 
the week. Circosta was appreciative 
of the blankets provided while wait-
ing at the start and the volunteers 
who shuttled jackets and warm-up 
pants to the finish the line. 

Congratulations to Kehler 
and Circosta, seeing their many 
months and years of ski training 
turn into an adventure like this 
that will be part of their lives for-
ever. It also takes supportive par-
ents, teammates, and coaches to 

make it all happen. Craftsbury Ski 
Club coach Audrey Mangan was 
also on the trip coaching the U18 
girls’ team.

Anika Leahy 
Wins the U16 
New England 
Championships

FORT KENT, Maine – Greens-
boro’s Anika Leahy skied for the 
Vermont team of 20 girls and 20 
boys in the under 16 (U16) New En-
gland Championships along with 
teams from New Hampshire, Maine, 
and Massachusetts. Leahy literal-
ly found her stride winning the free-
style and sprint races and placing 

second in the classic race. She ex-
claimed, “this past weekend was in-
credible. The trails, trail conditions, 
racing, and people were amazing. I 
had so much fun meeting new peo-
ple and talking with old friends from 
different teams and the Vermont 
team. The environment was amaz-
ing and everyone contributed to it.” 
Leahy skis with the Craftsbury Ski 
Club (CSC) and attends Craftsbury 
Academy. Other CSC racers includ-
ed Isabel and Emily Linton (Coven-
try) and Tillie Lange (Sutton). The 
Lintons had some top 20 finishes 
and Emily Linton had several top-40 
places. Vermont took home the team 
title ahead of New Hampshire, Mas-
sachusetts, and Maine.
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Shamrock Shuffle
LEBANON, N.H. – A huge field of 675 run-

ners raced Saturday at the Shamrock Shuffle 
5k. Conditions for the annual rite of spring were 
ideal for running, with sunshine and blue skies 
prevailing.

Joel Thornton-Sherman, 13, from Wa-
terford, was the top Vermont runner. Thorn-
ton-Sherman paced at 5:42 per mile en route to 
a fifth-place finish. His time was 17:41.

Bob Murphy, 83, from Barre, was the old-
est racer. He won the M80-plus age group and 
placed in the top half of all finishers. Murphy’s 
5k time of 32:14 was good for 309th overall.

John Valentine, 73, from Roxbury finished 
close behind Murphy in a time of 32:48. The 
race was Valentine’s first competition since hip 
replacement surgery on November 16. He used 
a 3.5-minute run / 1.5-minute walk approach to 
complete the 5k course, finishing third in the 
M70-79 age group.

Donna Smyers, 65, from Adamant cruised 
the route at a 7:55 per mile pace. She placed 
first of 46 finishers in the F60-69 age group.

“Participation at Shamrock Shuffle is amaz-
ing, both in the younger and older age groups,” 
said Smyers. “I was very happy with my time. 
I’ve been training for Boston and many of my 
runs have been extremely sluggish, so having 
any speed was a pleasant surprise. The weath-
er was great. Dry pavement is so much easier to 
run on than the mud and ice around Adamant. 
The Upper Valley is a great place to compete, 
with big numbers of participants from fast run-
ners to walkers. Race sponsor Darn Tough pro-
vided award winners with a pair of socks. There 
were quite a few raffle prizes from local busi-
nesses and a free Bratwurst from Salt Hill Pub 
for all runners.”

Seniors Physical Fitness 
Day at the State House

MONTPELIER – Local seniors Tim 
Hogeboom, Elizabeth McCarthy, and Donna 
Smyers were honored on March 15, at the Ver-
mont State House. Coordinated by the Vermont 
Senior Games Association, the event included 
a resolution on the House floor and a reception 
with Governor Phil Scott.

The trio was among 44 Vermont athletes, 
age 50 and up, who won medals and/or ribbons 
at the 2022 National Senior Games, held last 

photo by Barb Flint
Governor Phil Scott congratulates Tim Hogeboom 
on March 15 at the State House, which the gov-
ernor designated as Senior Physical Fitness Day 
in Vermont.  

photo by Barb Flint
Tim Hogeboom, Elizabeth McCarthy, and Donna 
Smyers were among 44 Vermont senior athletes 
honored at the State House for earning medals 
and/or ribbons at the 2022 National Senior Games.

May in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
Competing in the M70-74 age group, 

Hogeboom earned a sixth-place ribbon in the 
10k road race. This was his first time reaching 
the podium at the National Senior Games. He 
competed previously in road races at the 2017 
Nationals in Birmingham and the 2019 Nation-
als in Albuquerque.

Competing in the F70-74 age group, McCa-
rthy earned a fifth-place ribbon in the 5k road 
race and a fourth-place ribbon in the 10k race. 
She previously competed in road races at the 
2015 Nationals in Minneapolis and in the 2017 
and 2019 National Senior Games.

Donna Smyers entered the National Se-
nior Games for the first time in 2022. The se-
nior triathlete and cyclist medaled in the F65-
69 age group, Smyers earned gold medals in tri-
athlon and in the 5k and 10k cycling time trials. 
She won a bronze medal in the 40k cycling road 
race in Fort Lauderdale. 

At the state level, the Vermont Senior 
Games Association coordinates 14 different 
sports events during the course of the year. The 
2023 season kicks off with the senior swim meet 
in Springfield on May 21. The 10k state cham-
pionship road race is on June 10, in Montpelier, 
in partnership with Central Vermont Runners. 
For more information on the 2023 calendar of 
events, visit vermontseniorgames.org. 

Shiver Me Shamrocks
RUTLAND – Tim Hogeboom, 71, and 

Elizabeth McCarthy, 70, entered the Shiver Me 
Shamrocks race on March 11. The Walden cou-
ple won the male and female divisions in the 
70-79 age group.

Hogeboom placed 20th of 190 finishers, 
in 26:59. McCarthy placed 34th overall, with 
a time of 29:13. Hogeboom finished closely be-
hind Jesse Dunklee of Rutland, a cousin of the 
Craftsbury Outdoor Center’s Running Program 
director Susan Dunklee.

The 3.05-mile course started and finished 
on Center Street in downtown Rutland. Emer-
ald green was the prominent color, with many 
runners sporting St. Patrick’s Day attire. Race 
day weather was shiver-worthy with tempera-
tures just above freezing and a brisk north 
wind.

Sap Run on Tap
WESTFORD – The spring road racing sea-

son kicks off Saturday, April 1, at the 42nd An-
nual Kaynor’s Sap Run. The race starts and fin-
ishes on Brookside Road in front of Westford El-
ementary School. The 10K out-and-back course 
traverses hilly and sometimes muddy country 
roads.

Sponsored by the Green Mountain Athletic 
Association, the race is the second event in the 
Central Vermont Runners’ annual race series. 
Registration is from 9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. at 
the school. The start time is 11 a.m. Visit gmaa.
run for more information and to register online 
for the race.

photo by Granite State Race Services
Donna Smyers was the top local finisher at the Shamrock Shuffle in Lebanon, 
New Hampshire. The Adamant physical therapist placed 94th of 675 entries, 
and first in the F60-69 age group.

photo by Jim Flint
Elizabeth McCarthy won the F60-69 age group at the Shiver Me Shamrocks 
race on March 11, in Rutland. McCarthy finished the 3.05-mile course in 29:13.
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